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Southeastern Michigan
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Concours Chairman
Fred Young

586•566•3193
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Patti Door
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Howard Gilson

248•549•4016

e-mail: hgilson@
gilsonmotorsports.com

P4 Managing Editor
Michael Cohen

248•227•8604

e-mail: fastkarz2@
aol.com

Insurance Chair
Greg Gallagher

313•300•4191

e-mail: gjgallagher@
comcast.net

Secretary and
Membership Chairman 
Lanita Dunham
810•225•6126
e-mail: taylordunham@
sbcglobal.net

President
John Keilly

248•797•2439

e-mail: johnkeilly@
live.com

Board members are elected by the membership. 

They may also hold other offices in the club.

Other Officers

Treasurer
Leo Wanstreet
H:	 248•887•8628
W:	248•473•9238
e-mail: lwanstreet@
sonitrolmichigan.com

National Liaison
Dennis Denyer

248•391•3268

e-mail: ddenyer@
gmaind.com

Zone 4 Representative
Michael Soriano

419•843•2070

e-mail: msoriano.zonerep@
gmail.com

DE Co-Chair
Steve Carbary

248•242•6437

e-mail: s2carbary@
comcast.net

Goodie Store Chair
Victoria Wade

313•296•6244

e-mail:wadev48@
yahoo.com

DE Co-Chair
Garen Nicoghosian

248•224•9599

e-mail: garen@
att.net

Porsche recommends

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills  MI  48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.porschedealer.com

©2012 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. *Carrera model with PDK and Sport Chrono Package [Include your local and state required disclosures]

It's not just faster.
It's wider, lighter, sharper, nimbler, and faster.

When you set out to improve upon greatness, you leave no stone unturned. Or in this case, no component
unimproved. Built from the ground up with 90% new or fundamentally revised materials, the next 911 redefines
performance as we know it. Acceleration from 0 to 60 in an astounding 4.2 seconds* in the Carrera. It's even
shed almost 100 pounds for added agility and improved efficiency. The next 911 is the sports car that turns all we
know into everything you desire. See for yourself with a test drive.

The next Porsche 911.
Forever the sports car.

Webmaster
Erik Ohrnberger

248•515•4306

e-mail: eohrnberger@
gmail.com

Chief Instructor/ 
Club Race Chair
Marc Molzon
248•623•0581
e-mail: mextremem@
hotmail.com
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ON THE COVER: Porsche has yet another winner with the new Macan. 
This vehicle offers the utility of an SUV with the luxury, performance 

and handling of a Porsche sports car. Photo by John Keilly

The P4, Porsche Pushers Private Papers, is the official monthly publica-
tion of the Southeastern Michigan Region, Porsche Club of America. 
Available only by subscription to SEM members as a portion of the  
annual National membership dues, or to other PCA members at $18.00 
per year. Statements appearing in the P4 are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views of the PCA, the SEM Board of Directors or the P4 
editor. The editors reserve the right to edit all material submitted for 
publication. SEM/PCA is not responsible for any services or merchan-
dise advertised herein. Permission to reprint any material published in 
the P4 is granted provided full credit is given to P4 and the author.

Managing Editor:	 Michael Cohen
Associate Editor:	 Alex Lundberg
Technical Editor:	 Chris Braden
Submission Deadline:	 10th of the month
Address:	 Michael Cohen, Editor
	 25545 Hereford Drive • Royal Oak, MI 48067
	 Phone 248-227-8604 • E-mail fastkarz2@aol.com
For membership information, application or change of address, contact: 
Lanita Dunham, 12277 Jacoby, Milford, MI 48380 Home: 810-225-6126

2014 SEM/PCA CALENDAR

Editorially
Speaking

Editorially
Speaking

My eldest son, who lives in Los Angeles and drives a 
Prius, from time to time asks me why I like cars. I 
have tried to explain it to him, but not being a car 

enthusiast, he doesn’t get it it. I’ve tried telling him about the 
car as art, the thrill of high speed performance, the mechanical 
intricacies, the sounds, racing, etc, but he just looks at me with a 
blank look on his face.

 Recently, I gave some thought to this important philosophi-
cal question of why I like cars, and I believe that I came up with 
a simple all encompassing answer…I like to drive. It all comes 
down to that. I look forward to getting into the car and just driv-
ing to the store. It may not be the same as doing a DE or blasting 
through the twistees on the Tail of the Dragon, but it is still fun. 
There is still the enjoyment of looking at the car’s styling, turning 
the key (or pushing the button) driving to the destination and ap-
preciating the car’s unique virtues

Now, I’m not talking only about driving my Porsche. I have 
the same feeling for any of my cars, especially after I have spent 
some time cleaning them up and making sure that they are run-
ning properly. Cars have personalities; they all perform somewhat 
differently, but they all give me pleasure in terms of how they go 
about their business. My Porsche feels and performs vastly dif-
ferently than my Mazda Miata, but they are both a blast; each has 
certain attributes in which they excel, and that’s why I enjoy both 
of them. That comparison is probably easy to understand because 
they are both open air, manual transmission sports cars. But what 
about our daily drivers; do I like driving them? Yes, I get almost 
as much pleasure getting behind the wheel and driving our sedans, 
as I do driving the sports cars. They feel good when accelerating, 
cornering, stopping or luxuriously cruising long distances, and 
they look good even if they have four doors. For me, every car 
has special attributes that make them fun to drive and enjoyable 
to own –sedans are different than sports cars, but they provide 
an almost equal amount of pleasure in doing what they do best. 
I don’t think that a non-enthusiast can relate to this. For them a 
vehicle is a well appointed appliance to get from point A to point 
B and driving enjoyment is not part of the equation.

My son asked me if I like all cars, and my answer was “No”. 
I have no positive feelings or desire to drive minivans, pickup 

trucks or most SUV’s, although I respect their utilitarian abilities. 
But I would likely get enjoyment driving any cool car, be it an 
Austin Healey, a Ford Focus ST, an S Class Mercedes, a Tesla or 
the latest Porsche. Each would provide a unique sensory feeling, 
would make me feel good and would be a joy to drive. Will any 
of this make any sense to my son? Probably not, but I suspect that 
you readers will know what I’m talking about.

How does this relate to this issue of the P4? As you know, 
Porsche recently introduced the 2015 Macan, and our local 
Porsche dealers each held lavish open house parties. The Macan 
dimensionally and appearance wise is a crossover—not the type 
of vehicle that would normally turn me on. But Porsche despises 
the term and concept of a crossover and has engineered and mar-
kets this vehicle as a right sized four door, spacious sports car - 
essentially a differently configured 911. My initial reaction was, 
“Yeah, right.” But I forgot that this is a Porsche with the pedigree 
of a 917. One drive and I got it. The turbocharged Macan is fast, 
handles extremely well and is well appointed. It’s a 911 in a dif-
ferent configuration. It’s fun; I like it; I like driving it. Apparently 
the public sees it the same way, because production is sold out for 
many months!

Speaking about driving, check out the articles in this issue. 
On page 22, Board member Fred Young recaps Family Day at 
Waterford Hills, which included lunch time parade laps on the 
track, while on page 26, Board member and Chief Instructor Marc 
Molzon summarizes his weekend at the Porscheplatz on Belle Isle 
while watching the Grand Prix and, monthly contributor Andrew 
Olson reviews more 928 driving exploits on page 32. Although it 
isn’t strictly about driving, Tom Fielitz writes a humorous article 
about Funny Noises on page 16.

Our annual Board elections will be coming up soon, and we 
are actively looking for high energy enthusiasts who would like 
to become Board members or would like to be officers—or as-
sistants—for one of our many positions. In that regard, after al-
most four years editing and managing the P4, it is time for me to 
step down and make room for new blood to carry on and further 
improve the P4. If you have an interest or any questions, please 
contact me. And as John Keilly frequently reminds me, you will 
have unlimited use of the SEM/PCA corporate jet.

by MICHAEL COHEN

Board 
Meetings

Board meetings are typically 

held on the first Wednesday of 

the month at various locations; 

when the Board meets at 

a Porsche dealership, the 

meeting is moved to Thursday 

for that month, to coincide 

with the dealership’s hours.

The July Board meeting will 

be held on Thursday, July 10 at 

Porsche of Farmington Hills

JULY
10	 Board Meeting
18-20  Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 

Prix and Car Show*
19	 Progressive Dinner
25	 Autobahn Car Show at  

St. Johns*
27	 Concours d’Elegance of America 

- St Johns*

AUGUST
2	 DE (Saturday)
10	 Board Meeting
16	 Woodward Dream Cruise*
17	 Picnic/Concours
23	 BBQ and Tour

SEPTEMBER
3	 Board Meeting
13	 Ladies Drive
14	 Drive Your Porsche Day

OCTOBER
1	 Board Meeting
12	 Motor City Auto Spa
19	 Fall Color Tour

NOVEMBER
5	 Board Meeting / 

2015 Planning Meeting
TBD	 Membership Dinner

DECEMBER
3	 Board Meeting
6	 Holiday Party

*Not an SEM/PCA sponsored event
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Start Me Up!Start Me Up!

by JOHN KEILLY

As I write this the 24 Hours of LeMans was just completed. 
Porsche returned to the top class, LMP-1 for the first time 
since 1988, with two gas/electric hybrids, called the 919. 

The # 14 Porsche 919 had problems early, but finished 5th. The 
# 20 car was leading after 22 hours, but something let go shortly 
thereafter and the car was retired. The reliability problems experi-
enced in earlier World Endurance Challenge races at Silverstone, 
England and Spa, Belgium continue to bedevil the 919. Expect 
Porsche to fix them soon. 

The race announcers noted that the longest daylight of the year 
will be the night of June 21-22. After that, we’ll be heading to-
wards the winter solstice. Fortunately, that’s still six months away. 
Between now and then we have a host of events to enjoy.

Dr. Guy and Karen Pupp have generously offered to host the 
dessert stop for the Progressive Dinner on July 19th. That allows us 
to revert to our traditional three stop format. Event Chairs Carlos & 
Veronica Carmona promise another delightful evening. For details 
and sign up information, please see the ad on the facing page.

The Carmonas, along with Jerry & Patti Door, Howard Gilson, 
Leon & Ileana Lewis, “Louie” Yonce and numerous other mem-
bers are at Parade in Monterey, CA. It won’t be surprising to see 
the SEM/PCA contingent come home with another load of trophy 
“hardware” from the Concours. Look for stories and photos from 
Parade next month.

Five seats on the SEM/PCA Board will be up for election/re-
election this October. One incumbent, Lanita Dunham, does not 
plan to run; she would also like us to find a new Club Secretary. 
Michael Cohen would like to wind down his role as Managing 
Editor of the P4 around the end of this year. If you would like to 
run for a seat on the Board—or are interested in one of the ap-
pointed positions—please contact me or any other Board member. 

The events recapped in this month’s issue—Family Day at Wa-
terford Hills, Porscheplatz at the Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix and 
Street Survival School—are typical of the variety our Club offers. 
Family Day was a great way to meet local racers and see them in 
action. Porscheplatz provided an opportunity to meet professional 
racers and to watch some top notch competition.

Street Survival School is arguably a public service to our teen 
drivers. The hands on experience they got in dealing with all too 
common real world situations has the potential to avert and ac-
cident, an injury or worse. 

As drivers of cars that people—especially young people—no-
tice, we have an everyday opportunity to set a good example. It 
starts with how we maintain and care for our cars. Most Porsche 
owners take good care of the appearance and mechanicals of their 
cars, check tires, fluids and replace wiper blades regularly. It’s rare 

to see a Porsche whose interior is messy. How we drive sets an 
even more important example that reaches well beyond our fam-
ily and friends. Do we drive distracted by phone calls, texting or 
eating? Are we courteous and alert? Does anyone signal anymore? 

Columnist Albrecht Stachel, wrote a relevant story, “Reflect-
ing on Symbols of Affluence” in the March-April issue (page 76) 
of The Star, the national publication of the Mercedes Benz Club. 
He said, “When owning and operating a car with this amount of 
social and economic baggage, we are obligated to be on our best 
behavior, even when those around us have seemingly made up 
their minds about us. We should also be on guard against certain 
side effects of being behind the wheel of a high-performance ve-
hicle. Poor driving behavior… further reinforces popular anger 
about economic inequality… Collectively we should be on our 
best behavior…”

I do not believe there is anything inherently unfair or wrong 
with “income inequality.” That’s not a political statement, it’s just 
reality. People are born with different levels of artistic or athletic 
talent, business acumen, skills at entrepreneurship, risk taking 
ability, or medical, engineering, legal, scientific or technical tal-
ent. We all have different levels of abilities, intellect and willing-
ness to work hard. People like Kobe Bryant, Miguel Cabrera, Tom 
Clancy, the late Steven Jobs, Phil Mickelson, Meryl Streep, and 
Steve Yzerman are truly exceptional in their respective fields. So 
are the folks who started Home Depot, McDonald’s and Starbucks 
(to name just a few), most doctors and the tech geniuses who keep 
amazing us with their ability to delight and impress us with soft-
ware and hardware. You get the picture. 

The market has always been willing to pay a premium for the 
proverbial “better mouse trap”—and/or top talent. So, someone 
is always going to make more money—a lot more money than 
you or me. Leroy Grumman and Henry Ford gave me some great 
jobs. The Porsche family continues to develop fabulous vehicles. 
God bless them! I don’t begrudge any of these people a dime they 
made as risk-taking entrepreneurs in the fields of aviation and au-
tomobiles. 

As Porsche owners, each of us has achieved at least a modicum 
of success. Some people admire us, some envy us and some feel 
the need to key our cars because they resent our success. Sadly, it 
comes with the territory. What we can do is conduct ourselves in 
ways that will not make such resentments seem justified.

So, go enjoy your car…and set a good example. Summer 
driving season is in full swing and we would like to see you at 
an SEM/PCA event soon—especially if you haven’t been to one 
ever before or in a while. Come say hello! It’s not just the cars; 
it’s the people!

SEM/PCA 

Annual Progressive Dinner

Saturday, July 19, 2014

First Course

Our feast starts at 4 pm with appetizers and beverages at Patti Finnigan’s Pub 

and Grille 2200 N. Squirrel Rd, located on the Oakland University Golf 

Course in Rochester. (Use the Adams Road entrance south of Walton Road)

Second Course

The second stop scheduled for 5:30 pm will be at Ristorante Lino on 50 

West Tinken Road in Rochester (248-652-9002). We will be treated to 

a family style Italian feast starting with Salad with special house Italian 

dressing plus Antipasto with meat and cheese followed by entrees including 

Penne with Meat Sauce, Chicken Marsala and Broiled Pickerel served with 

Green Beans and Red Skin Potatoes. There will be a cash bar.

Dessert

Dessert will be at the home of a member to be announced upon registration.

Cost: $40 per person. Please rsvp by July 12.

To register and volunteer to bring a dessert, please contact Carlos Carmona 

email: ccarmona@combine.com or call 248-515-6030.
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Porsche of Ann Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for  
immediate delivery…or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) 
Porsche of your dreams.

Come visit our brand new Porsche building:

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State Street • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street, Exit #177, go North 

1/2 mile…Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales: 734-761-3200
porscheofannarbor.com

2015 Board Elections
This fall, the SEM/PCA will be electing four directors.

Per our By Laws, we are currently soliciting nominations for those positions.
These Directors will serve a two-year term, starting in January 2015.

If you, or anyone you know, would like to be a candidate, please send your nominations to:
John Keilly, President SEM/PCA

P.O. Box 5246, Northville, MI 48167
or via e-mail to: johnkeilly@live.com

With thanks from your Board of Directors

Final High Performance
Driver Education (DE) Of The Year

Saturday, August 2, 2014 — Waterford Hills Raceway
Followed By Our Annual Year End DE Party

Get your car on the track one more time this season. 
Practice what you have learned. End the season on a high note

Class Room and On-Track Instruction • Improve Your Overall Driving
Drive Your Porsche Like a Pro • Have Fun

For further information see the website www.sempca.org
Look for the Driver’s Education box to find the forms you’ll need.

You can register online at www.clubregistration.net

For more information, please contact:
DE Registrar	 Driver Education Co-Chair
Howard Gilson 248 • 549 •4016	 Steve Carbary 586 • 242 • 6437
hgilson@ameritech.net	 s2carbary@comcast.net

Driver Education Co-Chair	 Chief Instructor
Garen Nicoghosian 248 • 224 • 9599	 Marc Molzon 248-623-0581
garen@att.net	 mextremem@hotmail.com



10 n P4 n JULY 2014 JULY 2014 n P4 n 11

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

Wheels while your car heals!
Free rental car for SEM Members;

call for details.
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Southeast Michigan Region - Porsche Club Of America

Ladies Only Drive
Saturday September 13, 2014
That’s right, if you’ve got two X chromosomes and keys to one of Stuttgart’s finest exports the 
SEM/PCA has a whole day of fun lined up for you.

As a show of appreciation for everything you do, the club is offering the annual outing for 
driving, shopping, dining and friendship at the end of the summer.

We appreciate all you do as leaders, past and present, as well as behind the scenes, to make

SEM/PCA the embodiment of what PCA says, “It’s not just the cars…it’s the people.”

If you’d like to ride along rather than drive, just say so!

For details and timing, please, contact event chair Patti Door at 248-207-7617 or by email:

pdoor@sbcglobal.net and make your reservation today

Get ready. It’s almost time…

Drive Your Porsche Day
Sunday, September 14, 2014

Please join your fellow enthusiasts in our annual 
celebration of Dr. Ferry Porsche’s birthday. As always, we’ll 
start with a fun road trip, in a car that bears his name, and 
finish with dinner at an excellent restaurant.

This Event is Rain or Shine!!

For reservations, call or email  
Event Chair Howard Gilson
248-549-4016
hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com
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STORY BY DON KLEIST

Photos bY JOHN KEILLY

How do you turn unhappy, grumpy teenagers who have 
been roused from bed early on a Saturday morning into 
happy and smiling teenagers? Enroll them in a Street 

Survival School. It’s like magic!
On Saturday, May 17, SEM/ PCA hosted sixteen young drivers 

in our second annual Street Survival School at the Faith Christian 
Assembly in Melvindale. They endured classroom presentations 
before driving their own cars in a series of exercises simulating 
conditions they might face in every day driving.

Car accidents are the major cause of deaths amongst teenagers. 
The BMW Foundation, the charitable arm of the BMW Car Club 
of America, developed Street Survival to help reduce this carnage. 
Tire Rack, has been the major corporate sponsor from the begin-
ning. Other corporate sponsors are Michelin Tires, ZF, Enterprise, 
SCCA, Audi Club, and recently PCA. 

As a member of the local BMW club, I have helped conduct 
many of these schools. I am always amazed at the positive change 
in the students’ driving abilities after a single day in training. If 
you compared their driving in the first exercise in the morning to 
how they drove in late afternoon, you would not believe they were 
the same people. 

Marc Molzon again served as co-chair and took care of the 
driving exercises while and I covered the classroom presenta-
tions. Marc’s wife, Lisa and Patti Door handled registrations, cof-
fee lunch, and refreshments. Driving exercises were staffed by 

volunteers from our Driver Education community. All who gave 
up their Saturday to help conduct this important school deserve 
sincere thanks.

Students begin arriving at about 8 a.m. After registering they 
were given a gauge and asked to check their tire pressures. An air 
compressor was available when needed. Students were also asked 
to ensure there were no loose articles that could get interfere with 
their car’s controls. The first of three classroom sessions began at 
9 a.m. while other volunteers set up the morning’s driving exer-
cises. We divided the students into three groups and each group 
drove a different exercise. These included:

•	 Emergency braking. Many students had never experienced 
an ABS system engaging. So, they were asked to accelerate 
in a straight line then apply the brakes as hard as possible 
to engage the ABS. Later, we had them brake and turn si-
multaneously. While relatively easy with ABS brakes, this 
is much more difficult without ABS brakes.

•	 Slalom course. Here, the objective was to experience ve-
hicle dynamics in a controlled environment. Students were 
told to drive at speeds at which they felt comfortable but 
to increase speed as they gained experience. They were 
asked to weave through a course marked with orange traffic 
cones. There were many times when cars hit cones. This 
might seem an easy exercise, but it takes major concentra-

RECAP

Street Survival School May17
tion to drive successfully as speed increases.

•	 Skid Pad. This was a circular course made slick with water 
and dish soap. The objective was to let students experience 
the feeling of their car near or beyond its limits of adhesion. 
The slick surface lets students gain the experience at rela-
tively slow and safe speeds. This is also one of the highest 
rated driving exercises. It’s a lot of fun to toss a car around 
at a place where running into something is not a concern.

Students drove each exercise for about 40 minutes, and then ro-
tated to another exercise. After lunch there was more classroom in-
struction, while our volunteers set up three new driving exercises:

•	 Lead and follow. A student in one car and an instructor in 
another start side by side in adjacent, straight, parallel lanes. 
The instructor would take off, followed by the student, who 
was told to follow at a safe distance. Sometime during the 
run, the instructor would apply the brakes and stop. The 
student would react in time to stop before passing the in-
structor. If the student passed the instructor, that would have 
been a rear end collision if both cars had been in the same 
lane. This exercise gives students a feel for safe following 
distances.

•	 Lane Changing. Students accelerated in a straight line, 
while watching a flagger at the far end of the parking lot. 
The flagger would then move the flag left or right to signal 
the direction in which the student should turn. The students 
then had to drive into the indicated lane and stop. This is 
the most difficult exercises. Almost all students knocked 
over cones and, in some cases, turn the wrong direction! It’s 
difficult because students must observe the (flag) stimulus, 
determine what it means, determine how to react, and then 
react by steering their car. All this must be done in a split 
second. Even knowing from where the stimulus comes, it 
is hard to react properly. Imagine what could happen if a 
similar situation occurred on public roads where the drivers 
might be distracted by talking, phoning, eating or, horror of 
horrors, texting. This shows that, even with good concentra-
tion, split second decision making is difficult.

•	 Figure 8 This entails a course with two circles of differ-
ent diameters. It presents students with constantly changing 
driving conditions. While the exercise is was a lot of fun, it 
shows that driving really takes intense concentration.

Again, each group of students drove each exercise for about 
40 minutes apiece. Then it was back to the classroom for a short 
wrap-up and presentation of Certificates of Completion.

Meanwhile, volunteers set up a small autocross course. This 
was the “put it all together” exercise, and for many, the most fun. 
Watching students drive this course, it was hard to imagine that 
they were the same drivers who began the morning exercises. 
You could see they had gained both skill and confidence during 
the day. As auto enthusiasts and volunteers, it made us feel great 
about investing our Saturday this way. And yes, those early morn-
ing grouches turned into smiling, confident teens. Yeah!

Group photo of our 2014 Street Survival School Class

Event Co Chair Don Kleist served as classroom instructor; here he shows 
the importance of proper hand positioning on the steering wheel.

Andrew “The Shark” Olson with his student

Mark Vander Eyk with a student on what was a cool, windy day

Gary Fish - who is an an advanced DE student and our club’s CPA and 
election official with a student.
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1208 E. MAPLE RD.

TROY, MI 48083

www.GilsonMotorSports.com

hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com

location phone # website & email

Shop: 248.549.4016

Fax: 248.549.4022

Independent PORSCHE® Service & Repair Facility 

*NEW**Tire Mounting & Balancing Machines*
*NEW**Formula 43 Wheels* 

Performance Service & Maintenance - Suspension Systems & Brake Service 
Custom 4 Wheel Alignments

FabSpeed - Exhaust Systems - Air Intakes
LN Engineering Intermediate Shaft Bearing Installation

PORSCHE® OBD & CAN Software 

Pre-Purchase Inspections 

FREE Tech Inspections for Track Events
FREE Brake Fluid Water Content Test (DOT 4)

PCA Discounts 

The four metro Detroit Porsche dealers know how 
to throw a party. During the month of May, each 
of our dealers, Fred Lavery Company, Porsche 

of Ann Arbor, Porsche of Farmington Hills and Porsche of 
the Motor City held by invitation only events to introduce 
the 2015 Porsche Macan. Their showrooms glistened and 
new Macans were placed throughout. Additionally, all 
offered a wonderful selection of wines and elegant hors 
d’ouvres for guests to enjoy as they checked out the ve-
hicles. Porsche Cars North America sent instructors from 
the Porsche Sport Driving School in Atlanta, GA to con-
duct Macan ride and drives. Each guest was provided a 

gift bag at the conclusion of the event.
The Macans were hits. These four door vehicles have 

the look and room of a crossover with the performance 
of a sports car. Make no mistake, these are Porsches and 
they drive as a Porsche should. The PCNA instructors 
made sure that you got the message, encouraging guests 
to thoroughly test the cars’ capabilities over a set, safe 
route from each dealership. There are two versions of the 
Macan, the S and the Turbo.The S is powered by a twin 
turbocharged 3.0 liter V6 which produces 340 hp. The 

Turbo engine is a twin turbocharged 3.6 liter V6 generating 400 
hp. Both have seven speed dual clutch transmissions and all 
wheel drive. Both perform like a 911.

Thank you, metro Detroit Porsche dealers for throwing first 
class Macan intro events. And, thank you, Porsche, for giving 
us another magnificant product.

STORY BY MICHAEL COHEN

Photos bY JOHN KEILLY

RECAP

Dealer Introduction of  
the Porsche Macan

Robert “Louie” Yonce, Mike Moore, John Keilly and Mark 
Winkler at the Porsche of Farmington Hills intro event.

The interior of the Macan is luxurious and well appointed.

Porsche of Ann Arbor held a ride and drive to 
familiarize prospects with the new Macan. 
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STORY BY TOM FIELITZ

Funny Sounds

I don’t believe I have ever heard a funny noise from a car. 
For sure, there are car sounds that are entertaining, but when 
someone says they heard a funny sound come from their car 

the outcome is never funny and seldom entertaining. 
Cars can make an amazing variety of sounds. Some sounds are 

perfectly normal and harmless, other sounds come and go depend-
ing on the season or if you just brought your car into a mechanic 
to have the sound diagnosed. In that case the sound is guaranteed 
not to occur again until you are on the way home after picking the 
car up. Cars also seem to develop new sounds as they get older. 
That should not surprise us as the human body also has a natural 
tendency to make odd sounds as the aging process occurs. It may 
even be possible that our cars develop sympathy sounds of aging 
to go along with their owner. There are several solutions to curing 
odd car sounds that do not involve a mechanic. 

The most obvious cure is the volume knob on the radio. Did 
you think it was coincidence that the worse the car looks the loud-
er the radio is played? My personal favorite cure is a loud exhaust 
system. The car may be self-destructing as it goes down the road, 
but a loud exhaust is usually mistaken as a symbol of power and 
peak performance; unless it is just the sound of a blown out ex-
haust manifold gasket. 

Not hearing funny car sounds can lead to disastrous conse-
quences. Funny sounds from the suspension, such as creaks and 
groans, can leave you stranded by the side of the road with less 
than the full complement of wheels. Likewise, funny sounds from 
the engine usually occur moments before utter and final expira-
tion of the engine usually accompanied by a big cloud of steam or 
smoke. In extreme cases when the engine blows up the whole car 
goes up in flames, but this is rare. The usual signs of expiration 
are a pitiful trail of ink black oil marking the beginning and end 
of said engine blow up. I flinch every time I come across that tell 
tale sign on the highway. I can imagine the look of shock and hor-
ror on the poor drivers face, even though the engine was probably 
making more noise than a drummer in a rock band before it finally 
gave up the ghost.

When you have been around old noisy cars as long as I have, 
people assume you have an encyclopedia (remember those?) in 
your head to interpret such sounds. About 90 percent of the time I 
have not the faintest clue what the funny sound represents but it is 
always amusing to make a wild guess. The truth is that the funny 
sound seldom comes from the obvious source and usually is not 
even remotely related to the part of the car nearest to the sound. 

This is why professional me-
chanics must hate the trouble 
shooting of funny sounds and 
especially interior rattles. But 
they do seem to get a perverse 
pleasure from asking the owner 
to describe and possibly mimic 
the funny sound for them. Be-
lieve it or not some genius has 
developed a phone application 
for funny car sounds. You just 
hold up the phone to the car and 
record the sound and the application compares the sound to a data 
base of car sounds and tells you what to suggest to the mechan-
ic that seems to be creating the funny sound. This must also be 
highly amusing to a mechanic and probably not as helpful as the 
application designer claims it to be. 

Of course I can’t end this piece without offering some practi-
cal advice about whether you should be concerned about funny 
car sounds. The most obvious question is how annoying or ob-
noxious is the funny sound? Is it just a good conversation starter 
or does it really worry you to the point of seeking psychological 
counseling? 

The next question is how persistent is the funny noise? Does it 
happen every time you drive or only when there is someone spe-
cial in the car you want to impress? If it happens rain or shine, hot 
or cold, smooth road or rutted dirt path, your noise may be less 
than funny. Of course, it is critical to know how loud the funny 
noise is. An engine ping or ignition knock sounds funny but it is 
rather soft and comes and goes usually without any catastrophe 
attached to it since it usually is caused by bad gas or just a bad 
engine tune. A rod knock may be confused for a harmless igni-
tion knock but it never goes away and always ends in a disaster 
of the expensive variety. The most harmless funny noise can just 
be the fact that you turned the sound down on the radio but forgot 
to turn it off. 

The dead giveaway for that is when the funny sound is exactly 
like the car became possessed and is talking to you. But I figured 
that one out for myself in just a few days. My best advice is when 
you get a funny noise in your car you should make up a plausible 
explanation for the sound. If you friends don’t buy it then seek 
another car expert’s opinion. He won’t know what it is either but 
it is a great conversation starter.

Retirement Planning, Investments
Financial Goal Planning

Professional, Relaxed Atmosphere

John A. Kish, CRPC®

Private Wealth Advisor
325 North Center Street, Suite 100

Northville, Michigan 48167

248.348.0080
john.a.kish@ampf.com

johnakish.com
SEM/PCA Member Since 2012

As an Ameriprise Private Wealth Advisor, I have the qualifications and experience to help navigate your 
complex financial needs, whether its investments, tax planning strategies or legacy planning strategies, I can 

work with you to help grow and preserve what you’ve worked so hard to achieve.

Investment advisory services and products are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment adviser.
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc., All rights reserved.                      906097ACMR0414
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Coming Soon!

Annual Family Picnic and Concours
Sunday, August 17, 2014 – Springdale Park, Birmingham

Arrival and Car Preparation Begin at 9:00 am
Concours Judging Begins at 11:30 am Sharp

Picnic Lunch Served at 1:00 pm

$10.00 per person  
($15.00 per person if you register after August 9)

Children under 16 eat free
Please bring a dish to share - Appetizer, Salad, Vegetable, or Dessert

Call Patti Door (248) 661-4362 or Don Kleist (586) 247-8178 
to reserve your spot and to coordinate your dish –  

your early reservation will help us produce a first rate event!

Deadline for registration – August 12
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

pOrscHE Of THE  
MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.

EDMGP4 ad_v2A.indd   1 5/7/12   6:06 PM
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A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R
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Grand River Ave.
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Sem/pca Member Anniversaries – July 2014

YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s)

Thanks to the SEM/PCA webmaster Erik Ohrnberger, we are pleased to now be able to recognize membership anniversaries each month.  
Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  

Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

40	 David & Kathryn Gillentine  

40	 Conrad & Christine Meier  

35	 Keith Haskin      

33	 Robert & Debra Nikolas  

27	 Sherwyn Labovitz      

27	 Gerald & Phyllis Krause  

25	 Ray & Greg Massa  

23	 Kenneth & Pamela Werth  

22	 Dennis Spors & Debbie Bleger  

21	 Richardo & Carole Kilpatrick  

21	 Earl & Renee Ishbia  

20	 Ross & Joshua Suchy  

19	 Julian & Julia Pate  

19	 D & Debra Bonadeo  

18	 Alexander Pollock      

17	 Jim & Angie Tasiopoulos  

14	 Mark & Christine Martin  

13	 Robert Schmitt & Taylor Raufus  

11	 James Moore & Linda Davis  

10	 Paul Fayad & Michael Fayad  

10	 Gordon & Christine Ford  

10	 Donna & Stuart Sanderson  

8	 Vito & Cynthia Pizzo  

8	 John & Patricia Waugh  

7	 Raymond & Wendy Goscenski  

7	 John & Catherine Keilly  

6	 Barry & Kathy Rutheiser  

6	 Mark Haddad      

5	 Patrick Mccuen      

5	 William Hirt      

5	 Donald & Anne Rupp  

5	 Mark & Nancy Blazevic  

4	 Dennis & Suzana Guerrieri  

3	 Mark & Rene Vander Eyk  

3	 Mark & Cindy Rosen  

3	 Roman Zeller      

2	 Tansel & Svetlana Avci  

2	 John Lange      

1	 Larry & Patty Moss  

1	 Mickey       

1	 Randy & Caroline Seidel  

1	 Dan Kelley      

1	 Kevin & Alyse Robertelli  

1	 Randy & Stephanie Toma  

1	 Paul Reagan

What started out as a cold rainy, dreary day turned into 
one filled with sun shine and warm breezes. No doubt 
a few people decided to stay home. Their mistake! 

Of course one would have thought we were at a water ballet in-
stead of a race course in the morning. One by one the cars out on 
the track did beautiful pirouettes and ended up on the grass. Tire 
changing was the modus operandi in the pits with the different 
track situations. But slowly the rain stopped and the sun came out 
along with a gentle wind to dry the track.

Our own SEM member, Tony Mac, proceeded to dual neck 
and neck with a Corvette. His BMW was in the lead at first but 
alas was passed by the Corvette in the middle of the race. Due to 
Tony’s driving skill however, he regained the lead on the last lap 
to win the race. Later in the day, the Corvette won in a three way 
dual for the lead. The races made for exciting action.

The event was called family day for good reason. It was great 
to see the children attending a getting a firsthand look at the racing 
on the track. Heinz Hilderts brought his grandchildren and they 
enjoyed the day with him. Heinz also recounted how he won a 
trophy at this very track in the 1970’s with his 914. He also raced 
alongside Neil Goldberg, long time member. Another gentleman 
had his son and daughter with him in his 944. They were so ex-
cited about being able to take parade laps. While not yet an SEM 

member, we hope he will join our club and take advantage of the 
many events we put on. Rick Floyd and his daughter, Sara, also 
marveled at the cars and track. He has a newly acquired Porsche 
and anxious to attend more events. 

Marc Molzon was on hand to answer any questions about driv-
er education. After all the parade laps taken, we are sure to see a 
few more drivers out for Waterford weekdays. Enthusiasm ran 
high after a few turns on the track. Craig Kellogg and his wife, 
Sheila, seemed certain to be bitten by the track bug.

Greg Steen brought his #35 ITS 924 White Porsche up to the 
hill for everyone to view and answer questions about his racing 
career. A Rally Sport region member, he has been a driving in-
structor since 1994. He also instructs at SEM events and has been 
racing since 2002.

Merritt Scott Collins also had us view her #77 Porsche 924 in 
between races. You may recall she was on the cover of the June is-
sue of the P4 newsletter. Undoubtedly, a young lady who had her 
picture taken in her race car was duly impressed with the possibil-
ity of becoming a race car driver. Christian Cook was also driving 
a Porsche 911. After an incident on Saturday, it was touch and go 
if he was able to race on Sunday.

Most of the attendees also visited the pits to see all the prepa-
ration and painstaking attention to detail that goes on in the pits. 

STORY BY FRED YOUNG

Photos bY CRAIG KELLOGG

RECAP

Waterford Hills 
Race Track Family Day

We arranged to have a Porsche Corral at this event
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Expert Auto Detailing
248 - AUTO SPA

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

(288-6772)

Bf•˜@t‹„š@nˆž@c„˜@fˆˆ’B
YPQ@wN@QQ@mŒ’ˆ@r‡@@r• „’@o„‘
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"Voted Best Auto Detailing Center in
2009 & 2010 on WDIV's Vote 4 the Best"

$20 Off
   Complete Detail Package

P4 Advertising Rates per Calendar Quarter
(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution	 • TIFF -- 600 dpi
• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline

Two Page Gatefold. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $ 525
Full Page. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $ 299
½ Page (back cover) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $ 299
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(COLOR 50% EXTRA)
Minimum ad run is one full calendar quarter

E-mail your ad to: fastkarz2@aol.com — Thank you!
Michael Cohen, Editor 248•227•8604
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Eric Wheeler	 Mercedes Benz of Novi
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Kip Sheward Motorsports
Offering a unique, handpicked selection of the finest performance 

automobiles available. Meeting our very strict criteria in order to exceed 
our customer’s expectations.

Exceptional Clientele - Exceptional Automobiles

SALES * LEASING * STORAGE * MANAGEMENT

24730 Haggerty Rd. Farmington Hills, MI 48335

248.477.7733

kipsquestions@yahoo.com

www.kipshewardmotorsports.com
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From tire pressure, tires, suspension, and even the amount of gas 
that goes into a car all counts. Very proud of their cars, racers are 
more than willing to talk to spectators.

Our sincere thanks to all those that made the day a success. 
That includes Chris Braden of Munk’s Motors who sent out cou-

pons for free passes and even a beer for his customers. For those 
that were unable to make it, check out Waterford Hills Road Rac-
ing at www.Waterfordhills.com. There are 3 more race weekends 
this summer along with Vintage Racing on July 26th and 27th. It 
is a great way to spend the day.

Waterford Hills Family Day (continued from page 22)

One of the day’s highlights for club members 
was the opportunity to drive parade laps 

around the track.
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INSURANCE REPAIRS • BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SINCE 1922
Commercial & Residential

Alterations and Repairs

Website:	 www.burtonbrothers.net
eMail:	 djb@burtonbrothers.net
Office:	 248-357-7000
Fax:	 248-353-5638
Cell:	 248-882-0231Dave Burton

Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

 

Thursday August 14, 2014

5:30 PM till dusk

Zorn Park - Downtown Harbor Springs

Free to all entrants and spectators

Bring your sports cars, hot rods, rat rods, vintage cars and motorcycles, trucks, 

new cars, old cars, any car that is special to you.

Sponsors

Dobbs Motorsports - Shingle Roofing Service Inc.

Harbor Springs IGA  - Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau

  Hosted by the Harbor Springs Area Chamber of Commerce

August 11, 2011

2014

Harbor Springs Car Festival

www.harborspringschamber.com

PITTSBURGH VINTAGE GRAND PRIX

July 18-20, 2014

Grand Prix at Schenley Park, featuring the nation’s  
largest vintage race, and only one held on  
public streets through the heart of the City.  

The event includes a car show featuring over  
two thousand cars including a Porsche Corral.

ARPCA 2014 PVPG Registration is now open  
on MotorSportReg - Click here!

If you made it down to the Detroit 
Belle Isle Grand Prix weekend, 
you got to see some great rac-

ing and some awesome Porsches both 
parked and on the track. Lisa and I 
signed up for the Porscheplatz and 
with that we got to drive right onto the 
island and park just before turn three. 
Since Friday was Free Prix Day,we 
had the opportunity to walk the entire 
facility and watch practice and quali-
fying for Saturday’s and Sunday’s fea-
ture races. We also spent time at the 
Porscheplatz tent. On Saturday we got 
on the island again with the great park-
ing and seats in turn one (which, in my 
opinion, has the best seats) and again 
spent time at the Porscheplatz tent with 
snacks, drinks, plenty of other Porsche 
owners including Zone 4 representa-
tive Michael Soriano and a great place to sit out of the sun. We 
even had some of the Porsche drivers Andy Lally and John Potter 

from Magnus Racing come to the tent and share with us some of 
the things to look out for during the race as well as the challenges 
they have at this somewhat bumpy, narrow track.

In the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship on Saturday, Jordan and 
Ricky Taylor took the victory in the 
Chevrolet Sports Car Classic for Wayne 
Taylor Racing driving the Konica Mi-
nolta Corvette DP. Richard Westbrook 
and Michael Valiante finished second in 
the Spirit of Daytona Corvette DP. The 
race was decided on the final lap of the 
110 minute race and it provided one of 
the most exciting finishes of Grand Prix 
weekend.

If you get the opportunity to park 
in the Porscheplatz next year, I would 
highly recommend it. I’ll see you there!

STORY BY MARK MOLZON

Photos bY MICHAEL SORIANO

MAY 30-31, 2014

Porscheplatz at the  
Belle Isle Grand Prix

Porscheplatz provided exclusive, on island parking for the Detroit Belle Isle GP

SEM/PCA Past-President Jerry Door with Zone IV Rep Michael Soriano
MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 28
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THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS
SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 

either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 
Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  

for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA, C/O P4. Please see page 4 for the address
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Showings and Consultations
by Appointment

Matt Fenster
matt@sellyourporsche.com

248.496.3004

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyourporsche.com

248.227.8604

1925 Heide Troy, MI 48084

NOTE: We have changed our name to better reflect our rapidly  
expanding business and more diverse inventory.

www.SellYourSportsCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

For sale: Koni driver’s side shock tower (orange). This is a 
New Old Part, never installed. I purchased the front pair for my 
76 911s but only needed the passenger. The spindle alignment has 
been checked and is not bent. Includes cap and dust cover. These 
are a little hard to find in this condition. I will send photos upon 
request. $175. vonspor@comcast.net (3/14)

FOR SALE: 1993 PORSCHE 968 CLUB SPORT: Extremely 
rare, highly collectable 968 CS “Club Sport” finished in strik-
ing Speed Yellow, is 100% original and unmodified Only 69,000 
km (approx 43,000 miles) from new. Fully inspected & serviced. 
Ready to be driven and enjoyed! Currently located in Germany 
and available for import, asking $69,900.00. Contact Wolfgang@
SellYourSportscar.net or Matt@SellYourSportscar.net (4/14)

FOR SALE: 1986 PORSCHE 944. Near show room condition, 
always stored in winters. Only 3 owners. New Stereo, originally 
radio/cassette available. 82,626 miles. Personal plates “944” 
transferred with vehicle purchase. Serious Buyers only, asking 
$12,000 negotiable. Please call 734.451.1158.(5/14)

FOR SALE: 2011 PORSCHE CAYMAN. 39K Miles. 6 Speed 
Manual. Platinum Silver/Black Interior. Bose Stereo Satellite 
Radio, Nav, Chrono, 18 Boxster Wheels/Michelin Pilot Sport. 
Asking $39,500. Contact Joe McHale 586-707-2213 or email Joe.
McHale@bosch-battery.us (5/14)

FOR SALE. 2002 PORSCHE CARRERA CABRIOLET: Seal 
gray, black top, gray leather. Excellent condition. 6 speed manual, 
18” Porsche sport wheels. Clean Carfax, recently serviced, service 
records available. IMS bearing and clutch recently replaced. New 

rear tires. 44,000 miles.$28,900. Contact Michael Cohen at mi-
chael@sellyoursoortscar.net or 248-227-8604. (6/14)

FOR SALE: DAS Sport 996 / 997 Roll Bar – totally bolt 
in roll bar; fits 996 and 997 including GT3. It will NOT fit sunroof 
coupes. Installation triangulates to shock towers and original seat 
belt attachment—no drilling or cutting. Powder coated black with 
all mounting hardware. Used in excellent condition: $850.00. Jim 
Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristopher@comcast.net (6/14)

FOR SALE: GT3 Sport Seats; OEM, Recaro Sport Seats in 
Black Leather (2). Used in very good condition—no rips or tears: 
$2,500.00, offer. Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristopher@
comcast.net (6/14)

FOR SALE: 1989 PORSCHE 944 TURBO S. This is a great DE 
or street car and very fast. Corbeau seats with 5 Pt harnesses, full 
welded in, bolt in cage, brakes, stock calipers with performance 
pads and slotted rotors in front, motor build 2013 with new rings, 
bearing, seals, O ringed head and extra oil cooler for motor cool-
ing and baffled oil pan, Vitessee mass air flow with engine man-
agement system, Garrett Turbo rebuilt in 2013, adjustable Tial wa-
stegate, Billet turbo bypass unit, Performance Fab Speed Lower 
control arms to handle car lowering, Bilstein 944 turbo cup shocks 
and 600#springs and coil over rears, great handling car!! 30mm 
front sway bars, 17mm rear, front adjustable Gound Control cam-
ber plates, wheels with the car are Porsche turbo twists 10X18(4) 
7X18(2) with Hoosier R compound tires (running square set up 
on the track, awesome!), Porsche wheels 17X7(2) 17X10(2) on 
car with worn out Dunlop street tires, wheels (bbs look)17X7 (2) 

17X10(2) with new street tires for rain, Blaupunkt CD player with 
great sound, Power windows, power mirrors, cruise, rear defrost. 
Very fast, fun to drive, GT3 competitor for a quarter the price. Still 
can drive on the street to the track or just fun on the back roads. 
Call Marc Molzon home 248 623-0581 cell 248 882-1759 (6/14)

FOR SALE: 2000 Porsche  911 (996) Carrera  4. This 
arctic silver 2000 996 Carrera 4 Coupe has a factory aero kit, all 
wheel drive, supple leather heated seats w/ memory, carbon fiber 
trimmed interior, Fabspeed Maxflow exhaust and upgraded ECU, 
Pioneer stereo with Sirius Radio, Navigation and IPod interface, 
Ultrasuede Headliner, alarm, radar detector and 18” Porsche Sport 
Classic Wheels. This car has all of its service records as well as a 
new engine installed 64,055 miles due to the Intermediate Shaft 
Bearing failure common on early 996s and Boxsters. The new en-
gine has the Porsche redesigned Intermediate Shaft Bearing so you 
can drive this car with confidence! The rear tires are new while the 
fronts have approx. 50% of the tread.Asking $28,500. Contact Matt 
Fenster email matt@sellyoursportscar.net or 248-496-3004 (7/14)

FOR SALE: 2002 PORSCHE 911 (996) CARRERA CABRI-
OLET. Very Stylish 2002 Porsche Carrera Cabriolet, Excellent 
Condition, Clean Carfax, Seal Grey Metallic, Black interior, 18 
inch Sport Classic II Wheels with Pirelli P-Zero Rosso Tires, clear 
bra, headlight washers, 3.6 L Flat 6-cylinder, 6 speed manual, 
IMS bearing replaced with LM Engineering retrofit bearing, Bose 
Stereo with 6 CD Changer. 44,100 miles, Asking $28,900.00.  
Contact Michael Cohen email: michael2sellyoursportscar.net or 
248-227-8604 (7/14)

Porscheplatz Belle Isle (continued from page 26)

SEM/PCA Chief Instructor Marc Molzon

As always, the opportunity 
to take some hot laps with a 

Porsche professional driver was 
extremely popular

Attendees were treated to 
opportunities to meet Porsche 
race drivers. Here Magnus Racing 
drivers Andy Lally and John 
Potter interact with the audience.
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Enjoy Your Porsche to the Fullest…Join the Porsche Club of America
PCA is the club for Porsche owners who want to maximize the enjoyment of their car

Our Southeast Michigan Region(SEM/PCA) has a lot to offer

• Sharpen your driving skills	 • Learn car care and tech tips from experts
• Participate in day and weekend tours	 • Enjoy a variety of social events

Come and see that what they say is true…It’s not just the cars, it’s the people!
Please sign the application in this magazine and send it with your check payable to SEM/PCA to:

LANITA DUNHAM
12277 Jacoby • Milford • MI 48380 / 810 • 225 • 6126

$46 for 1 year, $90 for 2 years, $132 for 3 years (new members get a $25 credit towards any event)

34

 Please type or print neatly. You must 
own (co-own) or lease a Porsche and 
must be 18 years of age or over to 
apply for membership.

Prefi x: ❒Mr. ❒Mrs. ❒Ms. ❒Miss

Full Name ___________________________

Mailing Address ______________________

____________________________________

City  ___________________ State________

Zip Code  ________ County ____________

Home Phone ________________________

Work Phone _________________________

Fax ________________________________

E-Mail ______________________________

Region Destination Preferred ___________

____________________________________
* Some regions also require additional membership fees/appli-
cation fees these are assessed directly by the regions.

** Region will be assigned based on where you live, however, 
you can specifi cally designate to belong to any one of our 
PCA regions.

Regional Endorsement
Your local region can accept and endorse the 
application to send to the national offi ce.

Region Offi cer Name __________________

____________________________________

Region Date _________________________

Member Demographics

Birth Date ___________________________

Occupation __________________________

Prefi x: ❒Mr. ❒Mrs. ❒Ms. ❒Miss

Spouse’s Name ______________________

Names & Ages of Children _____________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Family or Affi liate Member _____________
You can designate a family or affi liate member as part of your 
membership. This person must be 18 years or older.

Family Member Name _________________

Relationship to Member _______________

Affi liate Member Name ________________
The information collected on this application is used by the PCA 
and its regions for conduct of its activities. PCA does not re-
lease any individual membership information to any organization 
outside of PCA and its regions.

Porsche Car Information
(We only want to know about your Porsche)
(*required information)

Car #1 ______________________________

*Year _____________ *Model ___________

*Body Type ________ *Color____________

*Vin# _______________________________

License Plate # ______________________

License Plate State ___________________

Car Used: ❒Daily ❒Pleasure

Maintenance Performed By:

❒Self ❒Dealer ❒Independent

Average number of miles driven annually

____________________________________
Note: If you own more than one Porsche, you can attach 
additional pages to this application with your car information.

Payment Information

Term of Membership

❒1 Yr ($42) ❒2 Yrs ($82) ❒3 Yrs ($120)

❒Check enclosed # 

❒Visa ❒MC ❒American Express

Card Number ________________________

Exp Date ____________________________

Name on card _______________________

Signature ___________________________

How did you learn about PCA? _________

____________________________________

PCA Membership Application
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After coming in like a lion with a week-
end of torrential rains, March weather 
now seems to be cooperating. The 

upside bene t to the deluge is that it washed 
away months of accumulated road salt. At the 
midpoint of the month it appears that we may 
be getting a much needed break in the weather. 
Now, all we need is for the state and local gov-
ernments to do something about the cavernous 
potholes which plague our roads. 

As we get our cars ready for driving sea-
son there are a number of spring events on the 
Calendar, including the Swap Meet at Porsche 
of Farmington Hills and the Spring Tour to To-
ledo, led by Gary and Pat Ambrus. Look for 
the ads in this issue. 

Gary and Pat have a son who has been serv-
ing with the U.S. Air Force in Kuwait. We have 
included a short pro le on Sgt. Leslie Ambrus 
as a reminder to thank all service members 
who protect the freedoms we enjoy in the U.S.

If you’re a fan of concours—or just like to 
have your car looking especially good—don’t 
miss the Devil’s in the Details at Munk’s Mo-
tors on May 9. Learn from the experts about 
how to maintain the factory fresh appearance 
of your precious Porsche – or any other car. 
The day will also cover how to deal with paint 
and other cleaning problems. Come enjoy the 
camaraderie of fellow members and the usual 
generous hospitality of Chris Braden and his 
team. The announcement in this issue provides 
additional information. Chris is also our Tech-
nical Editor and his Ask the Master Cylinder 
provides some excellent advice on taking your 
car out of winter storage.

Of course, for many of members, the most 
eagerly anticipated “rite of spring” is the start 
of our Driver Education season. You’ll  nd the 
ad for the  rst DE event of the season, which 
kicks off on May 14 with our traditional Be-
ginner’s Day. That day is devoted to newcom-
ers. You may recall that I attended my  rst 
DE’s last year and had a great time. You can 
too – and you’ll found the instructors to be 

friendly, profes-
sional experts 
who can help you 
improve your 
skills markedly 
while making the 
experience thor-
oughly enjoyable. Just follow their advice and 
directions and you’ll have a great time – even 
if you’ve never done this before.

Waterford provides one of the few oppor-
tunities to really enjoy our cars without being 
forced to make a contribution to the local city 
debt. George Hunter’s article, More Tickets in 
Hard Times, in the February 2009 Issue of Car 
and Driver con rms what we all have long 
suspected. In these times of declining tax rev-
enues, the motorist has again become the tar-
get of opportunity for the local constabulary. 
Hunter quotes a police sergeant from South-
east Michigan, who said, “It’s a whole differ-
ent ballgame now. They’re trying to use police 
of cers to balance the budget on the backs of 
drivers, and it’s too bad.” As drivers of some 
of the more conspicuous “fast cars,” we would 
all do well to follow the advice from Hill Street 
Blues, “Be careful out there!”

The Ladies Only Drive is scheduled for 
May 30 and you can count on Howard Gil-
son and Patti Door to put on another enjoy-
able event for your best girls – your sweetie 
and your car! For more information, please see 
their announcement in this issue.

Club Secretary Lanita Dunham sent in two 
interesting pieces for the April issue, A Bucket 
Full of Shrimp, which is a poignant excerpt 
from a book and Cold is a Relative Thing – one 
last humorous look at winter was perceived by 
various peoples around the country.

OK, go get your ride ready to roll – just 
be wary of the local boys in blue. No need to 
make their day! While you’re out and about, 
support our advertisers whenever you can and 
thank them for their support of SEM/ PCA.

Start Me Up!
by John Keilly

($46) ($90) ($132)

Attending members: Board members Michael Cohen, Patti Door, Greg 
Gallagher, Howard Gilson, Marc Molzon and Fred Young. DE Co-Chair Steve 
Carbary, P4 Associate Editor Alex Lundberg and Treasurer Leo Wanstreet

Call to order at 7:00 PM by President, John Keilly
Roll taken. Minutes of May meeting approved. 
Financial, Leo Wanstreet. Reviewed e-mailed report. There were no is-

sues and the report was approved.
Membership: No report
Insurance, Greg Gallagher: Insurance in place for all upcoming events.
P-4: The June issue has been mailed and received. The July issue will be 

on schedule

OLD BUSINESS:
July 19 Progressive Dinner: Carlos Carmona. The first stop will be the 

Oakland University Golf Course (Meadowbrook) for appetizers and a group 
photo. OU has agreed to waive their normal $ 1200 fee because we are a 
non-profit. The 2nd stop will be Restaurante Lino in Rochester. We are still 
seeking a dessert stop; otherwise we’ll remain at Lemo’s.
May 8 & June 12 DE, Steve Carbary/ Marc Molzon: Forty one students 

attended “Beginners Day” on May 8 and, at present, 20 are signed up for the 
June event. 
Apr 10 Devil in the Details, Alex Lundberg: The event was well at-

tended. Members enjoyed the opportunity to learn from a variety of amateur 
and professional experts.
May 17 Street Survival School, Marc Molzon: We had 19 students at-

tend and plenty of instructors and volunteers. The event broke even and, as 
with last year, it was well received.
May 18 Spring Tour, Greg Gallagher: The event was well attended. Par-

ticipants enjoyed the route to Hell, MI and back and the dinner at Mitchell’s 
in Livonia.
May 26, Novi Memorial Day Parade, John Keilly: Eleven cars partici-

pated. More than half were available to provide rides for city officials. This 
was quid pro for the city waiving the $ 125 fee for using their picnic shelter at 
Rotary Park for the cider & donut stop on our 2013 Fast Color Tour.
June 8 Family Day at Waterford Hills, Fred Young: Plans are in place 

for a casual family-oriented event, which will include an opportunity to 
take parade laps and meet local drivers such as Merritt Scott Collins and 
Jim Stevens. 

New Member Event, Greg Gallagher: Will be rescheduled to the fall.
August 17 Picnic & Concours, Patti Door/ Fred Young: Patti and Don 

Kleist have met to divide tasks for the Picnic. Fred has trophies done and 
plans in place for the Concours.

September 22 – October 2 Trip to Germany, Fred Young: Fifteen peo-
ple have already signed up and there is room for 2 more. 

July 25th Autobahn Night at St John, Fred Young: This will be an in-
formal gathering of Porsche, BMW and Mercedes owners for a barbecue on 
the Friday evening before the Concours of America
Charities, Web, Goodie Store: No reports.
Event Reports: None needed.

NEW BUSINESS: 
2014 Board Election, John Keilly: Five seats are up for election/re-

election. Incumbent Lanita Dunham subsequently indicated that she does not 
plan to run for re-election and that she would like to be replaced as Club Sec-
retary. Michal Cohen indicated that outside obligations will necessitate wind-
ing down his role as Managing Editor of the P4 around the end of this year.

In accordance of the By Laws, a Nominating Committee was formed con-
sisting of John Keilly (President), Patti Door (Past Presidents), Michael Co-
hen, Leo Wanstreet and Fred Young.
Meeting Location & Refreshments: July Meeting – on Thursday, July 

10th – will be held at Porsche of Farmington Hills. Refreshments, John Keilly 
Meeting adjourned at about 8:45 pm.

SEM Board Minutes (6/4/14) by L. Dunham

248-302-4988
and

Berkley Auto Care & Collision
248-548-3300

Serving All Your Auto Needs
3611 W. 12 Mile Rd.

Berkley, Michigan 48072

Quality Auto Detailing • IICRC Certified
Certified in Carpet Cleaning & Odor Control

Quality Collision Repair
Full Service Body Shop & Mechanics

Expert Painting

Mention this ad and receive $20 OFF
Your next Complete or Ultra Detail

Jays Porsche Ad B&W 5-14.indd   1 5/8/14   12:42 PM

Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50
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For the past eight years I have made an annual pilgrim-
age to the premier 928 event called “Sharks in the 
Mountains” held in Banner Elk, NC which is in the 

northwest corner of the state near the Tennessee and Virginia 
borders in the heart of the Smokey Mountains. This year, 
however, I couldn’t make the trek due to my and my wife’s 
work schedules. Sharks in the Moutains reached its peak in 
2008 when more than 130 928s showed up in this sleepy 
little town on the edge of the Pisgah National Forest. Since 
then, the attendance has slowly declined, but I still I wanted 
to go. I resigned myself to not going this year and came up 
with a number of rationalizations as to why it was better to 
not go this time. Then, at the last possible moment, my wife 
informed me that she switched her schedule and I could go 
if I wanted to.

HALL PASS!
It was Thursday and I left work at noon telling my people 

to “deal with it” if anything came up because in the moun-
tains there is no cell service. I rushed over to the place where 
I store my working 928, hopped in, drove home, packed a bag, 
threw my “track supplies” tub in the car and hit the road. My goal 
was to be on the road by 2 p.m. as I had about a 12-hour drive 
ahead of me. I was on the road at 1:58.

The worst things about a 12-hour drive are the 11 hours that 
bridge the first 30 minutes when you’re excited for what lay be-
fore you, and the last 30 minutes when the adrenaline kicks in as 

you reach your destination. Those middle 11 hours are usually 
pretty boring. There was one exciting moment, however. The Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Constabulary (State Patrol) decided to pres-
ent me with an official certificate for visiting their state at a speed 
slightly higher than they would have liked. Oh well…it happens.

I finally arrived in Banner Elk at 2:30 a.m. Friday morning. 
Fell into bed and slept. The next morning was a typical morn-
ing for the Smokies with a hazy, foggy, overcast sky and a slight 
mountain breeze that quickly gave way to a sunny morning. I 

greeted some of the other early bird arrivals and a bunch of 
us went to the Banner Elk Café for breakfast, which is the 
go-to place for morning eats.

I suggested that we go for a fun drive up and around 
Beech Mountain before we clean the dead bugs off the cars. 
I recruited one other car. Beech Mountain used to host an 
annual “Hill Climb” event. It’s a great road with some tight 
switchbacks and, of course, lots of elevation. I have gone up 
and down the main road several times before, but this time 
we decided to try one of the roads that leads off the backside 
of the mountain that we previous identified on a map.

There are some amazing roads for carving up in that 
area. We were having a blast until the road became a dirt 
road. I asked my fellow traveler if he was okay with going 
over a dirt road in his 928. He was, and so was I, so we 
marched forward. The road wasn’t too bad and only lasted 
a couple miles.

Then we picked up a major road (US 321) with long 

STORY & PHOTOS BY ANDREW OLSON

Sharks in the  
Mountains 2014

At Autometric Collision we be-
lieve when you choose us for your 
collision repairs, you’re putting 
your family’s safety and trust in our 
hands…and we honor that trust. 
From its inception, Autometric has 
earned the reputation for being the 
automotive body repair facility that 
consistently delivers the highest 
standards for customer satisfaction 
and outstanding service.

Autometric Collision was 
founded on three core principles: 

Superior repair, excellent cus-

tomer service and on time deliv-
ery. Our repair standards, which 
utilize distinct skilled craftsman-
ship and the highest quality parts 
and materials will preserve your 
car’s value and assure your fam-
ily’s safety by professionally re-
storing it to pre-accident factory 
specified condition.

At Autometric Collision we 
realize that accidents can happen, 
so trust your repairs to the people 
who understand that your greatest 
treasures are riding in your car.

Properly repairing Porsche automobiles for over 30 years

Visit us online at www.autometriccollision.com
Phone Toll Free: (877) 263-8265

Visit us at one of our  
convenient locations:

8645 East 10 Mile Road 
Center Line, MI 48015 (586) 758-7400

24465 Gratiot Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 (586) 774-3455 

818 North Main Street 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 (248) 398-0200

490 South Telegraph Road  
Pontiac, MI 48341 (248) 338-6000

43933 Van Dyke Avenue 
Utica, MI 48317 (586) 726-0300

580 South Telegraph Road  
Pontiac, MI 48341 (248) 332-0600

1728 Maplelawn Drive 
Troy, MI 48084 (248) 637-7700

• Superior Repair
• Excellent Customer Service
• On Time Delivery

     CrossRoads 
        Plaza
     CrossRoads 
        Plaza

At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211A full line of Sharks with Beech Mountain in the background

Sharks in the parking lot

(continued on page 34)



34 n P4 n JULY 2014 JULY 2014 n P4 n 35

Sharks in the Mountains (continued from page 32)

sweeping turns and a little more speed. We were having a blast. 
Then we turned right on NC 194 which took us back to Banner 
Elk along the eastern edge of Beech Mountain. Whoever designed 
N.C. route 194 deserves an award for road design. We twisted our 
way back up the side of the mountain giggling with delight, then 
my dash lit up like a Christmas tree…oh crap! NO OIL PRES-
SURE!

I pulled over to see what the issue was. Stopping on the side 
of a mountain to check the oil is somewhat problematic because 
the ground isn’t level. But as I slowed, the oil pressure came back 
up, so we nursed our way a bit further until we found a somewhat 
level spot. I was about three quarts low. We threw some oil in the 
car and finished our drive. 

Friday night was the big party night and we had a blast greet-
ing all the other 928 arrivals, hugging old friends, catching up and 

sharing stories. The next day we had the main event with about 50 
928s on hand. I could only stay until noon, as I had to be back by 
Sunday morning to accommodate my wife’s work schedule. The 
drive back was also 11 hours of boredom; this time without any 
certificates from local patrolmen. I made sure to avoid Virginia on 
the way back, just in case. All in all, it was a great time. I can’t 
wait until next year.

August 2nd, the Michigan 928s are having their 8th annual 
“Sharks in Hell” event hosted by one of our own 928 owners, 
Mark Haddelsey. All are welcome. The day starts around 10 a.m. 
and goes until late that night. The address is 4339 Patterson Lake 
Road, Pinckney, MI about a ¼ mile west of Hell. If you want to 
stay for lunch or dinner, it’s a potluck, so bring a dish to pass. 
Bring the kids, spouse, friends, etc. It’s a fun day of swimming, 
camping, car stuff and other activities. See you in HELL!

Autobahn Night
Concours of America at St. Johns

Friday July 25th

Mark your calendar for the first annual Autobahn Night at Concours of America at St. Johns,  
held on Friday, July 25th from 7-10PM in the parking lot in front of the St. John’s Hotel,  

44045 5 Mile Rd, Plymouth Township, MI 48170.

Join German Car Clubs and enthusiasts for a WUNDERBAR evening including food, music, along with People’s Choice  
awards while meeting new friends and connecting with old ones. Cost is just $15, and you can sign up here:  

https://www-concoursusa-org.ticketbud.com/www-concoursusa-org. 

Get your Autobahn Cruiser buffed and polished, and come help celebrate legendary German  
automotive engineering with an evening of fun and camaraderie. 

Space is limited, so early sign up is encouraged.

Autobahn Night
Event Chair: John Briggs – johnrb@comcast.net

• Friday, July 25  • 7 pm to 10 pm 
• 200 cars - German Brands – BMW (cars and cycles), Mercedes, Porsche and others welcome

• See attached aerial map of St. John’s
• $15 per car – includes one meal (no entry charge for car owners’ guests)

• Other meals will be on sale at the event for guests and spectators

Registration
https://www-concoursusa-org.ticketbud.com/www-concoursusa-org.

Win A Prize

Tell us about an adventure  

with your current or previous  

Porsche, and if your story  

is chosen for publication, you will  

win an item from the Goodie Store.

Submit 500-600 words and one or  

two quality digital images to

Michael Cohen at fastkarz2@aol.com

Thanks and good luck!

WE NEED YOU
The P4 is looking for an Editor. 

If you think that you  
may have an interest and would  

like to learn more about this 
position, please contact:

Michael Cohen, Managing Editor

Fastkarz2@aol.com
248-227-8604

One of the cleanest 928 engines I have ever seen. 
This car was beautiful.

Two more Sharks with Sugar 
Mountain in the background

A twin turbo 928 that makes over 
600 HP was there from Texas
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These questions and answers are based on actual events.
Please e-mail your questions to the P4 editor (fastkarz2@aol.com).

They will be forwarded to the MC and answered in the next issue.

The advice presented in this column is based on the expertise of the  
author alone. There may be other approaches to the issues described. 

SEM/PCA does not endorse any specific approach to a vehicle problem.

Q: My 944 air conditioning worked fine last year but when I fired the car up 
this spring, there was no cool air at all. I wonder if it is time to change the 
car over to the new Freon. —Larry 

A: If you are considering changing it over, and if it is empty, now would be 
the time. If the system is simply a little low on Freon, maybe you should wait. 
First things first, find a shop that has some of the old R-12 Freon and get a 
diagnosis. In some cases, a simple pressure switch will cause the system to 
fail, or it might be a leaking valve, hose, or fitting. The fact that it ran last year 
is a good sign that it might not be too expensive.

As time passes, the R-12 Freon that your car came with when it was new 
will get more and more expensive and recently I saw it for $75.00 per pound! 
By contrast, R-134 retails for only about $10 a pound. So if you have no 
major fault, keep it original, if you have lost all the Freon and you are facing 
a major repair to the system, change it over. The added advantage is that in 
years to come, as future AC work is needed, I expect R-134 to remain the 
most cost effective refrigerant. —MC 

Q: My 2001 Carrera lost all its AC refrigerant over the winter and now I am 
told that the compressor and left front condenser are seeping. I drive a black 
car so it has to be functional. I realize that compressors just wear out but I 
wonder why the condenser failed? —Keith 

A: You are right about compressors. They simply wear out and nothing you 
could have done would prevent that. There is a way to get more life out of 
your condenser. Take a strong light and look through the air grilles in the 
front fascia of the bumper assembly. You can see the AC condenser in the 
left front fender area in front of the tire. In almost every one I have looked 
at (maybe not Fred’s) there is a corner of the condenser that has a build up 
of leaves and debris creating a little mulch pile in the corner. That corner is 
where I usually detect leaks and my theory is that the decaying organic matter 
attacks the aluminum. Clean it our every year, first with a vacuum cleaner 
then a pressure washer. If needed, remove the air grille to pull that junk out 
of there. —MC 

Q: My 2001 Boxster makes an odd whirring noise when I turn the AC on. I 
took it in and first thing the shop noticed was a loud idler pulley which they 
replaced, now they tell me that the AC compressor is the source of the noise. 
I am not sure I trust them since they “guessed” wrong the first time. What do 
you suggest? —Pete 

A: Serpentine belt drives can be tricky to diagnose. These belts operate at 
very high tension and noises from one location can be transmitted to another. 
Remember the “telephone” that you made when you were a kid with two cans 
and a taut piece of string? This can fool well intentioned techs who simply 
call out the loudest noise location. One way to tell where the source of the 

noise is coming from is to remove the belt and (with the engine turned off) 
feel the idlers and bearings in the various components such as the alternator 
bearing, the alternator clutch, the water pump, the idler pulley(s) and the AC 
compressor. Unfortunately, when you are trying to detect a failing bearing 
by hand it is not being loaded and you are limited by that lack of tension. 
However, if a bearing feels rough or loose, it is a safe bet that it is not long 
for the world. A prudent approach would be to replace the obviously failing 
part first with the understanding that the sound could still be coming from 
one of the other components. 

I would also suggest that you consider replacing the serpentine belt when 
you replace idlers since my opinion is that an old belt is far more likely to 
transmit noise than a new fresh belt (Perhaps one of you engineers reading 
this can explain this to me). I have seen a new belt cure noise on numerous 
occasions when the belt shows no outward signs of distress. The added 
advantage of replacing the belt is labor overlap when doing the pulley. This 
saves the aggravation of getting back into that area later.

The fact that the noise is only noticed when the AC is operating tells me 
that the compressor is the most likely source of the noise but that does not 
mean that it is failing. It could just be low on refrigerant. I would recommend 
charging the system after eliminating the idlers. If the noise persists then I 
agree that a compressor may be the ultimate cure. Clearly the shop should 
have informed you about ALL the possibilities beforehand. –MC 

Q: My 944 Turbo has a very subtle whirring sound that I hear when I change 
lanes and load the car from left to right. I just started to notice it. Is there any 
danger or should I wait until it gets worse. —Ed 

A: I say trust your intuition. If you feel uncomfortable hearing or sensing 
anything your car is doing, drive it to you favorite tech and get a second 
opinion via test drive. If could be something as simple as a wheel bearing 
in the beginning stages of wearing out or a wheel with loose lug bolts. Trust 
your senses and play it safe. I associate whirring noises with wheel bearing 
failure and at first, when the symptom is slight, it may be hard to detect where 
it is coming from. On your car, even it you cannot hear it, any looseness in 
the bearings tells me that you have some wear issues. Your tech can usually 
check for loose bearings or wheels quickly and at little expense. —MC 

Q: My midnight blue Carrera has some scratches in the right rear bumper 
skin that really bug me. I went to two body shops and they both wanted to 
repaint the whole skin at huge expense. I do not mind the expense as much as 
I do not want to risk devaluing the car by having it repainted. —Craig 

A: As an alternative, you might consider air brush touch up. A number of 
vendors can direct you to an artist that can perform minor miracles with your 
paint. —MC 

by CHRIS BRADEN, technical editor

Col. Robert Leinen Sr., a near 40-year veteran of the 
American armed forces and a member of the SEMPCA, 
died Monday, June 2, 2014 in Dearborn. He was 74.

Col. Leinen was born on Sept. 4, 1939 in Auburn, NY 
and attended Auburn High School. He was a member of 
the United States Army for 34 years, 27 of them on ac-
tive duty. He was stationed at several bases throughout 
the course of his career; his last posting was at Selfridge 
ANG in Michigan. 

From the family’s account…Prior to graduating from 
high school, Bob fudged his age and begun his military 
career by joining the New York State National Guard. 
His selfless devotion to serving his country continued 
when he went on to enlist in the US Army and received 
his first station in Fort Benning, Georgia in 1966. In 
October of 1967 he was sent to Vietnam where, as a 
Captain, he led several platoons for the 6th Infantry, 
198th Light Infantry Brigade. He was wounded in 1968 
and returned to Fort Benning to be with his family. For 
his gallantry in action during his time in Viet Nam, 
Bob was awarded the Silver Star, 2 Bronze Stars, and 2 
Purple Hearts.

After Viet Nam, he became the Chief of Protocol at Ft. 
Benning, then was sent on to Tampa, Florida where he 
earned his Bachelor›s of Science in Business Admin-
istration. A 1 year station in Thailand followed from 
1972 to 1973, and then his assignments continued as he 
joined the 82nd Airborne Division in Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina achieving his qualification as a Jump Master. 
He also spent time in Fort Bragg working with the 7th 
Special Forces, before relocating once again in 1977 to 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas for Command and General 
Staff College. During this time period he earned his pro-
motion to Lieutenant Colonel. In 1978, after the comple-
tion of CGSC, he went on to earn his Masters of Science 

in Logistics Management from the Florida Institute of 
Technology. In January of 1979, Bob received a new as-
signment, sending him and the family to Stuttgart, Ger-
many where he joined the J4 Logistics team at the US 
Headquarters for the European Command. In 1983, he 
took a brief assignment at the pentagon, earned his most 
coveted and memorable promotion to Colonel, and then 
immediately transferred back to Germany in 1984 where 
he served as Director of Logistics for the 7th Army Corp 
in Stuttgart. In 1989, Bob and Family returned to the 
US, where he was sent to become Base Commander at 
Selfridge Air National Guard Based in Michigan and 
simultaneously served as the Commander for the Detroit 
Arsenal›s Tank Automotive Command (TACOM).

After military life, he worked in public service at Henry 
Ford Village and the cities of Pontiac and Dearborn.

According to his son, James, he was always a big fan 
of cars (he owned three 944s) and even owned a 1948 
MGTC Speedster. He loved fishing, bowling, golf, gym-
nastics (he set a state record in New York high school 
athletics) and was an avid fan of the Detroit Tigers,  
Lions and Red Wings. 

Col. Leinen is survived by his daughters, Dawn (Leu) 
Ouansanh, Kathy (Shaun) Buckley, Mary Martinez, 
Wendy (Paul) Pfannes, sons, Robert (Grace), John 
(Kathy) and James (Abigail), brother, Jim, 16 grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren. 

Services for Col. Leinen were held June 6, 2014 at  
St. John Neumann Catholic Church, 44800 Warren, 
in Canton. Burial at Arlington National Cemetery is 
planned but not yet scheduled.

Memorial contributions can be made to the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

O B I T U A R Y

Col. Robert Leinen, Sr.
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Our Service 
Department is

Open 7 a.m. until
12 Midnight

Monday thru Friday
Call for appointment
248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

10-YEAR OR 
100,000 MILE CLUB 

DISCOUNT

20% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE FOR 
PORSCHES OVER 10 YEARS OLD 

OR OVER 100,000 MILES *

WITH COUPON
*SOME 

EXCLUSIONS 
APPLY

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

20%
OFF

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

PORSCHE WATER-
COOLED OIL CHANGE

WITH
COUPON

We feature Mobil 1
(1997 and newer)

INCLUDES: Porsche oil fi lter, engine oil, 
drain plug washer (where applicable), tire 
pressure adjustment

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

$18999
Plus
tax

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
The 3rd Zone Event of the year was held the last weekend in 

May; the Porscheplatz at Belle Isle. With only 27 days notice, 
I had to reschedule all of my planned region visits and spent 
much of the month of May focusing on planning and organiz-
ing this event. Each and every region did a fantastic job to help 
promote this event, which I am pleased to announce was ex-
tremely successful. In fact, ticket sales for Saturday surpassed 
the track’s expectations, and we had to request an additional al-
location of tickets. The event was attended by members from at 
least 10 of the 12 regions within the zone, and it was great to be 
able to spend some time getting to meet a number of you. The 
weather was absolutely perfect to enjoy a number of races at 
scenic Belle Isle including a TUDOR race, a Pirelli World Cup 
Challenge race, a Super Trucks race, and 2 Indy races. Over 150 
PCA members and Porsche owners enjoyed the exclusive track-
side accommodations and were treated to meet and greets with 
Leh Keen of Alex Job Racing as well as Magnus Racing’s Andy 
Lally and John Potter. There was also a presentation by Roger 
Hood from Mobil 1 Racing. Over the course of the weekend a 
number of raffles took place, and attendees had the opportunity 
to win a Hot Pit Tour, in which the winners actually visited the 
pit during the TUDOR race; a Hot Lap Experience where the 
winners accompanied a professional driver as he drove the track 
at speed. And after an exciting and fun-filled day, 1 lucky at-
tendee won a new set of Michelin tires. With this being the first 
Porscheplatz in the area in a number of years, there was concern 
about how well it would be received. While acquiring one of 
these events involves a great deal of persistence and lobbying, 
keeping high profile national events such as these depends on 
how well the events are supported and on your participation. I 
want to thank everyone in Zone 4 for working together and lay-
ing the groundwork for the future.

For those of you who enjoy participating in car corrals and 
watching races, July provides you with a number of opportuni-
ties; these include the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, and the 2nd 
Porscheplatz in our zone at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. In 
addition, don’t forget about P2O in Granville and the 36th Annual 
Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s. 

Please continue to read your region’s newsletter and check the 
region websites and e-blasts for the most up to date list of events 
available to you both in your region and throughout the zone. 
Consider attending:
•	 On July 9, Eastern Buckeye Region is taking to Portage Lakes 

for a Pontoon Boat Ride

•	 Michiana Region’s Membership Meeting is on July 9 at Co-
lombo’s Restaurant in Elkhart

•	 July 11-12 Ohio Valley and Mid-Ohio Region members are at 
the Arthritis Foundation Car Show

•	 Join Maumee Valley Region on July 12 for a Rally concluding 
with a Party at the Macks in Tiffin

•	 July 12 is Rally Sport Region’s Lakes Tour and lunch at the 
Beach Bar

•	 Motor-Stadt hosts the IROC Autocross at Spartan Speedway 
on July 19

•	 Ohio Valley Region’s Diners Drive-Ins and Dives Tour is July 19
•	 July 19 is Western Michigan Region’s dinner drive to Smug-

gler’s Cove
•	 Join Allegheny Region at Schenley Park for the PVGP on July 

19-20
•	 Northern Ohio Region is hosting an Autocross on July 20 at 

Lakeland Community College
•	 Central Indiana Region members will be at the Porscheplatz 

at IMS on July 24-25
•	 P2O is July 25-27 in Granville, OH
On July 27 participate in the Zone 4 Porsche Car Corral at the 
36th Annual Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s.

I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each and 
every one of you at these upcoming events. If you have any ques-
tions or comments please feel free to contact me at MSoriano.
ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks, Michael

by MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Around The Zone
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