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It's not just faster.
It's wider, lighter, sharper, nimbler, and faster.

When you set out to improve upon greatness, you leave no stone unturned. Or in this case, no component
unimproved. Built from the ground up with 90% new or fundamentally revised materials, the next 911 redefines
performance as we know it. Acceleration from 0 to 60 in an astounding 4.2 seconds* in the Carrera. It's even
shed almost 100 pounds for added agility and improved efficiency. The next 911 is the sports car that turns all we
know into everything you desire. See for yourself with a test drive.

The next Porsche 911.
Forever the sports car.
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ON THE COVER: Porsches parked at the  
always popular Family Day at Waterford Hills. 

The	P4,	Porsche	Pushers	Private	Papers,	is	the	official	monthly	publica-
tion	of	 the	Southeastern	Michigan	Region,	Porsche	Club	of	America.	
Available	 only	 by	 subscription	 to	SEM	members	 as	 a	 portion	of	 the	 
annual	National	membership	dues,	or	to	other	PCA	members	at	$18.00	
per year . Statements appearing in the P4 are those of the author and may 
not	reflect	the	views	of	the	PCA,	the	SEM	Board	of	Directors	or	the	P4	
editor . The editors reserve the right to edit all material submitted for 
publication.	SEM/PCA	is	not	responsible	for	any	services	or	merchan-
dise advertised herein . Permission to reprint any material published in 
the P4 is granted provided full credit is given to P4 and the author .

Managing Editors: Michael Cohen, John Keilly

Associate Editor: Tim Hartge

Associate Editor: Mark VanderEyk

Submission Deadline:	 10th	of	the	month

Address: Michael Cohen, P4 Editor
	 25545	Hereford	Drive,	Royal	Oak,	MI	48067
	 Phone	248-227-8604	•	E-mail:	p4@sempca.org

For membership information, application or change of address, contact:
Greg Gallagher, Membership Chair at: gjgallagher@comcast.net or 313-300-4191

2017 SEM/PCA CALENDAR
July

#8 Gilmore Car Museum
 (Deutsche Marque) 

#9-15 Porsche Parade 

#28-30 St. Johns Concours

August

3 Board Meeting

#5-6 Waterford Vintage Races

#6 Troy Traffic Jam 

11 DE Waterford - #3 

#19 Woodward Dream Cruise

20 Picnic and Concours 

september

7 Board Meeting

8   DE Waterford - #4 

15 Ladies Only Drive 

17 Drive your Porsche Day 

OctOber 

5 Board Meeting

TBD Fall Color Tour 

NOvember

2 Board Meeting & 
 Calendar Planning 

17 Membership Dinner

December

7 Board Meeting

TBD Holiday Party

# = Not an sempcA event

All dates and events are subject to confirmation

bOArD meetiNgs

Board meetings are typically held 
on the first Thursday of the month 
at various locations.

Please note: for anyone interested 
in attending future Board meet-
ings, please contact any board 
member. 

As	I	write	this,	the	temperature	is	hovering	at	over	90	de-
grees and we are head long into our most active and ex-
citing	part	of	the	year	for	SEM/PCA	activities.	It’s	been	a	

long	time	coming,	but	it’s	finally	here.	Also,	Porsche	has	just	won	
Le	Mans,	for	the	19th	time!

This issue of the P4 is chock full of recaps of events recently 
completed as well as announcements of upcoming scheduled ac-
tivities . It has been gratifying to see large turnouts for most of 
the programs as well as the many new and recent members that 
are choosing to participate . This is your club, and although it is 
enjoyable	to	read	about	our	activities	in	each	month’s	P4,	it’s	even	
better to be driving your Porsche in club events and mingling with 
old and new friends with the same interests .

On	page	21,	Street	Survival	School	chair	Don	Kleist	summa-
rizes another successful day of instructing teenage drivers about 
the potentially lifesaving skills necessary to avoid vehicular ac-
cidents . Our students are exposed to class room instruction and 
driving exercises concerning vehicle dynamics, braking thresh-
olds and reaction times in potentially dangerous situations . This 
is	not	your	father’s	driver’s	ed	class.	A	big	thanks	goes	out	to	club	
volunteers who work hard with these young drivers to improve 
their skills .

In addition to this article Don writes about “My Very First 
Sports	Car”	on	page	14.	His	Fiat	850	Spyder	 is	 a	 far	 cry	 from	
his	current	50th	Anniversary	911	Carrera,	but	it	was	the	start	that	
hooked him into the sports car hobby . We hope that you readers 
are	enjoying	this	new	column	and	we	would	love	to	hear	about	
and	publish	your	first	sports	car	experiences.

But wait, there’s more . Don Kleist has written a third article 
this month . He summarizes the Cars R Stars car show at the Pack-
ard	Proving	Grounds	on	page	17.	Thanks	for	all	your	write	ups	
this	month,	Don!

Newly	 joined	 P4	 associate	 editor	 Tim	Hartge	 takes	 a	 fresh,	
creative	approach	 to	summarizing	our	June	10	HPDE	at	Water-
ford Hills . He interviews some of the participants regarding their 
thoughts about partaking in this high performance driving activ-
ity.	Check	out	Tim’s	story	on	page	32.

Vice	President	Gretus	Hoogestraat	reviews	our	May	21	Spring	
Driving	Tour	on	page34.	Although	turnout	was	somewhat	limited	
due	to	horrific	storm	conditions,	all	who	participated	had	a	great	
time . I did, however, spend over four hours the next day cleaning 
my	car!

Finally, perennial board member Fred Young chaired another 
fun	filled	Family	Day	at	Waterford	Hills	Raceway	and	reviews	
the	event	on	page	16.	A	highlight	 for	many	participants	 is	 the	
opportunity to drive parade laps on the track in their cars during 

the lunch break .
A	big	“thanks”	goes	out	to	monthly	contributors	Tom	Fielitz	

and	 Andrew	 Olson	 for	 their	 insightful	 and	 enjoyable	 tales	 of	
Porsche ownership . This month, Tom discusses the pros and cons 
of using your daily driver Porsche for track events versus having 
a	 dedicated	 track	 car.	Andrew,	 our	 928	 guru,	 reviews	 his	 track	
experience	at	Road	America	in	Elkhart	Lake,	Wisconsin.

Additionally,	 there	are	announcements	 throughout	 the	maga-
zine	 regarding	 upcoming	 events.	 Check	 out	 the	 notifications	
about our Picnic and Concours, Ladies Drive, future HPDE’s and 
more	 through	 this	 issue.	Also	of	note,	 check	out	 the	announce-
ment	on	page	22.	60th	Anniversary	chair	Patti	Door	is	looking	for	
volunteers	to	help	plan	this	major	2018	event.

As	some	of	you	may	know,	my	co-editor	and	partner	in	crime,	
John Keilly recently had foot surgery and as a result has had to 
temporarily park his Cayman S . His new mode of transportation 
can be seen in the photo below .

Editorially
Speaking

Editorially
Speaking

bY MICHAEL COHEN
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We talk a lot about our cars and the fun drives and events 
we organize to get together with our favorite Porsche 
and all of our great friends in the club . One thing a 

lot of us don’t see is some of the great things our club does for 
others.	(What	a	great	club	you	are	a	part	of!)	We	always	have	a	
charity that we, as a club, donate to . Our main charity is Jo Brigh-
ton learning and special Olympics . Jo Brighton Skills Center is a 
center-based program for students with moderate cognitive im-
pairments . The focus of the school’s curriculum is on academic 
skills, social skills, vocational skills, community skills, and adult 
daily living skills . They help to prepare their students for transi-
tioning to adult life by teaching them to become as independent 
as possible . They provide families with resources and informa-
tion related to post-secondary training and adult life . Jo Brighton 
staff members, students and parents work together to develop an 
individualized educational plan to meet each student’s needs and 
to help them achieve their personal goals . They have an extensive 
work site based learning program that helps students with dis-
abilities	 receive	 job	 training	 and	 eventual	paid	 employment.	 Jo	
Brighton is very proud to help them and they are very happy for 
our support . 

We also do the Teen Street Survival school that Tire rack 
and	BMW	started	in	2002	and	our	club	has	been	putting	these	
schools on for our kids and grandkids to become safer drivers 
with better skills when on the road . We have different driving 
exercises	we	do	with	the	kids	in	their	cars	with	a	qualified	coach	
in the car sharing the key things to do to keep control of their 
car and things to be prepared for . We do a panic braking exer-
cise that a lot of the kids, and some of us haven’t experienced, 

what	 to	 do	when	 the	ABS	kicks	 in.	 (One	 of	 the	 students	 said	
“I	couldn’t	believe	my	car	could	stop	that	fast”).	This	exercise	
gives them a chance to see what it feels like and how to maneu-
ver the car from a dangerous situation . We also show them what 
to do to control an under steer and over steer situation on our 
make shift skid pad with some soap and water our volunteers 
put out . They also learn on the slalom course the weight transfer 
of the car, the importance of keeping their eyes up and hands in 
contact with the wheel . The difference we see as coaches during 
the	day	is	amazing	!!	The	parents	or	Grandparents	that	stay	for	
the day see the improvements that these kids are getting from the 
class . If you missed the article in the Detroit News that came out 
to see the school its:

http://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/ 
wayne-county/2017/05/20/teens-tackle-street- 

survival-behind-wheel/101926836

Again	another	one	of	the	great	things	our	club	is	doing	to	help	
our members and their families . Please get involved with the club 
for the fun drives in our Porsche’s to the helping of kids to be bet-
ter for being connected to our club . 

Some of the events coming up in July are on the 8th at the 
Gilmore	Museum	in	Kalamazoo.	The	Porsche	Parade	for	2017	is	
being	help	in	Spokane,	WA	with	at	least	a	dozen	of	our	members	
going.	The	St	Johns	concours	on	July	28-30th.	The	Vintage	races	
at	Waterford	on	Aug	5	and	6th.	Troy	Traffic	Jam	on	Aug	6th	and	
our	next	 track	day	at	Waterford	for	our	HPDE	#3	on	Aug	11th.	
Hope to see you at the track or on the road .

bY MARC MOLZON

Porsche. People.
Power. Passion…
Porsche. People.
Power. Passion…SoutheaStern Michigan region/PorSche club of aMerica

Driver Education Program

SATURDAY August 11, 2017 

Is Our Next HPDE Day

at 

Waterford Hills

Class Room and On-Track

Skill	Based	Instruction	•	Improve	Your	Overall	Driving

Drive	Like	a	Pro	•	Have	Fun

For further information see the website, www .sempca .org

Look for the Driver’s Education	box	to	find	the	forms	you’ll	need.

You can register online at www .Clubregistration .net

For more information, please contact:

Chief Instructor Driver Education Chair
Marc	Molzon	248	•	882	•	1759	 Steve	Carbary	586	•	242	•	6437
mextremem@hotmail.com s2carbary@comcast.net
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FURNISHED AD

We have been invited by The Deutsche Marques Car Show to attend their annual 
event at the Gilmore Museum near Kalamazoo, MI. It promises to be an exciting event 
with over 250 German cars on display. Further information is on their web site including 
registration to show your car if you desire. A possible overnight stay is recommended 
as it is a 2-3 hour drive from the Detroit area. See the ad above for further information 

and their web site address.
-

Also here are some food, beverage and lodging suggestions:

Hotels in Kalamazoo:

Radisson Plaza and Suites
Fairfield Inn

Holiday Inn Express
Hampton Inn

Food near the Gilmore Museum:

Richland Pub
Mission Point

The Dock (South end of Gull Lake)
North Eleven

All kinds of chain places on Gull Road near Sprinkle 
Road (Aubrey's Pizza, Applebees)

Kalamazoo Restaurants:

The Union (Great martinis, good food)
Central City Tap House (High-end pub fare)

Old Burdick's (at the Radisson) – (Sports bar fare)
Zazio's (at the Radisson) – (Northern Italian- excellent)

Comesolli's (Southern Italian – pasta, pasta, pasta)
Fuze (Trendy fusion)

Rustica (European ‘peasant food – excellent)
Fandango (Small plates)

Martini’s (Great pizza)
Also Bars in Kalamazoo:

Bell’s Eccentric Cafe Kalamazoo Brewing Company)
Hop Cat (Good food, too)

Arcadia Ales (Good smoked food also)
Gonzo's Big Dog (Good beer, good food)

Green Door Distillery( First liquor joint in Kalamazoo)

If enough members are interested we can possibly arrange to meet up for the event. Please call or email Fred 
Young at (586) 566-3193 or frederickyoung73@gmail.com. to express your interest.

• 6th Annual Event
• Hundreds of German Cars 

• SEM Especially Invited!
• Join Your Western Michigan Region PCA Friends!

• German Beer Tent
• The “Red Barns” Are Open

Stay Sunday for “Mad Dogs & Englishmen” British Car Show

Congratulations to Ralf Lindackers
2016 NASA GTS3 Champion

Eastern Nationals 
Work and Race Support 

by 
Autocore Performance Group

Come visit us at our new location:
3565 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 200

Waterford, MI 48328

IMS Bearing
Tire Mounting/Balancing
Custom Fabrication, Cage, Exhaust, Welding
Annual NASA and PCA Tech Inspections
(Yes, we work on street cars too!)

- Porsche - BMW - Mercedes - Ferrari - Lamborghini - Audi - 

Race and Track Support
Parts and Safety Equipment Sales

*Same day availability on most items
Race/Track/Street Suspension Setup

Transaxle Rebuild and LSD Installation

www.facebook.com/apgracing  |  www.apgracing.com  |  autocore@gmail.com

248-843-1900

Here Is Your Opportunity
To Get Involved

We are planning our
60th Anniversary Gala
and we need volunteers

If you are interested in helping to
plan the party of the decade, contact:

Patti Door
pdoor@sbcglobal.net

(248) 207-7617
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Andree Riley, RSPS, GREEN
Realtor

110 Willits Street, Birmingham, MI 48009
C: 313-506-7476
F: 248-724-1299

E: alsriley@aol.com

INSURANCE REPAIRS • BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SINCE 1922
Commercial & Residential

Alterations and Repairs

Website: www.burtonbrothers.net
eMail: djb@burtonbrothers.net
Office: 248-357-7000
Fax: 248-353-5638
Cell: 248-882-0231Dave Burton

Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Expert Auto Detailing
248 - AUTO SPA

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

(288-6772)
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"Voted Best Auto Detailing Center in
2009 & 2010 on WDIV's Vote 4 the Best"

$20 Off
   Complete Detail Package

Leather Interior Restoration
911 / 928 / 944 / 968 / 930

Dash Boards • Seats • Console • Carpet
Leather	and	Vinyl	Coverings	Available	in	Kit	Form	or	Installed

Read about our work in the  
September	2008	issue	of	Excellence Magazine

“Same	Difference”	(p.75)

Shop	Hours	by	Appointment

Classic 9 Leather Shop
7250	Drexel	St.	•	Dearborn	Hts.,	MI	48127

www.classic9leathershop.com
info@classic9leathershop.com

313-682-1983

bY TOM FIELITZ

Double Duty

It has been too many years since my Porsche was my daily 
driver	and	my	Drivers	School	 track	car.	And	that	 is	a	sad	thing	
to admit . But it is encouraging to me to see more and more peo-
ple show up at our driver schools with cars they drive every day . 
There is certainly no reason why a Porsche can’t be a daily driver 
and	a	very	potent	track	car.	Among	the	world’s	sports	cars	few	are	
more	capable	of	filling	that	role.	So	when	did	we	start	having	a	
designated track car and when did our Porsche stop becoming a 
double duty car?

My	first	Porsches	were	of	necessity	my	daily	use	car	because	
that	was	all	my	income	would	accommodate.	As	I	found	a	way	to	
own two Porsches I could retire the more valuable one to special 
duty as the primary track car . Then the third Porsche came along 
and became the track car to the point that it was not a practical 
daily use car . You probably know the formula, for serious track 
performance	the	modifications	to	chassis,	engine	and	brakes	are	
maximized for the track and compromised for street driving . Fit-
ting race tires often necessitates a car trailer to haul it to and from 
the race track . The ultimate concession removes all consideration 
for street driving by adding all the safety gear and no longer li-
censing the car for street use .

For some of us the road to a special use Porsche is not as clear 
cut . If we have a long history with our Porsche it becomes a goal 
of preservation . We would use the car but only on special occa-
sions and those worthy occasions become harder and harder to 
define.	Where	we	used	to	take	any	excuse	to	get	our	Porsche	out	

for a ride it now requires special 
planning . The weather has to be 
perfect, the roads pristine and well 
known,the destination predeter-
mined and safe to park our car with 
no risks . We even have to consider 
if there are storage issues, prepara-
tion issues, or if the car is kept at a 
detailed condition and will have to 
be cleaned again prior to putting it 
back in storage . I know this sounds 
terribly	 self	 conflicting	 but	 I	 bet	
there are a fair number out there that 
can relate to one or more of these issues . You know you have 
reached this point when your friends start to ask you if you still 
own that car they remembered from years past .

The other trap to owning a single purpose car is what you might 
call	“the	final	purchase”.	As	we	cycle	through	the	acquisition	of	
“special” cars we usually aspire to some very unique model that 
may	have	been	just	out	of	our	financial	reach.	Obviously	I	am	not	
talking	about	 the	wealthy	car	collector	 that	 just	acquires	every-
thing and sorts out the collection later . Space and time will press 
most of us into a car purchase decision with some convoluted 
amount of logic and practicality to guide our purchase . When we 
get that ultimate car there is a strong urge to turn it into a one car 
museum and drive it as little as possible . There is a very good 
reason why many of the really desirable cars we see are driven 
by people on the farther side of their youth to put it mildly . They 
now	not	only	have	the	financial	means	to	own	that	dream	car	but	
are also in a reasonable insurance category . They may bring that 
dream car to the track but will drive it as though it is irreplaceable . 
Often that dream car is of the super car performance variety which 
actually makes more sense than you might think . My friend calls 
this	car	the	entry	into	the	senior	citizen’s	track	club.	The	objective	
is	to	have	a	car	with	sufficient	horsepower	and	handling	comput-
ers to make up for the inevitable slowing down of reaction times 
not	to	mention	the	caution	that	comes	with	mature	judgment.	

As	it	turns	out	there	are	lots	of	reasons	that	we	seldom	see	the	
dual purpose Porsche but that doesn’t mean it should be that way . 
Cars	are	replaceable	objects	but	driving	experiences	create	fleet-
ing personal memories . I can think back on those times when ev-
ery	trip	in	my	first	Porsche	was	something	to	bring	a	smile	to	my	
face . Every track adventure is still very special to me enhanced by 
the fact that I am experiencing it in my special car . We may still 
own that special single purpose car but we need to stay aware that 
it	is	special	in	that	we	drive	it,	not	just	that	we	own	it.

Please support
our advertisers.

They make this
magazine possible.



12 n P4 n JULY 2017 JULY 2017 n P4 n 13

Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50

38703 Hans Auto Electric_Layout 1  4/23/14  9:35 AM  Page 1

Vintage Munk’s
Service & Restoration

Stop in
anytime
and see
what’s
in our

lot!

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

2017 LADIES ONLY DRIVE

Each year we honor our many fine 
women by dedicating a day for them to 

take the wheel of the Porsche  
and experience the enjoyment of 

owning and driving a Porsche.

This year’s event will be held on  
Friday, September 15 

Time and location to be determined

If you are interested in attending or 
wish to help, please contact Event Chair 
Patti Door at 248-207-7617 or by email: 

pdoor@sbcglobal.net

bY DON KLEIST

My First Sports Car…
(an invitation to tell your story)

What does a seemingly sane First Lieutenant from 
Portland,	Oregon	who	is	stationed	Eglin	AFB	on	
the Gulf Coast do when he needs to replace his no-

air	conditioning,	‘65	Ford	Falcon	convertible	that	had	a	289	cu	
in V-8 engine and a 4-speed BorgWarner transmission? He buys 
another open top car without air conditioning, of course . Thus, 
I became the proud, if somewhat sweaty, owner of a bright red 
Fiat	850	Spider.	It	had	a	four	cylinder,	rear-mounted	engine,	a	
4-speed manual transmission, a manually operated black top, 
two seats and no obvious place for a radio . The engine displaced 
a	tiny	843	cc;	I’m	not	sure	if	it	was	a	car	or	a	4-wheeled	motor-
cycle.	As	a	reference	point,	a	Harley-Davidson	Electra	Glide	of	
that	era	sported	a	2-cylinder	engine	that	displaced	1213	cc.

The	year	was	1967	and	Federal	anti-pollution	standards	were	
beginning	to	affect	cars.	At	that	time,	cars	whose	engines	dis-
placed	less	that	850	cc	were	exempt	from	the	new	regulations,	

hence the choice of engine . It had two overhead valves per cyl-
inder	and	produced	49	horsepower.	At	a	mere	1620	pounds,	it	
had	an	advertised	top	speed	of	87	MPH.	And	with	0-61	MPH	
acceleration	of	a	glacial	18.2	seconds,	I	never	felt	the	need	to	
challenge anyone to a drag race .

The	nearest	city	of	any	appreciable	size	to	Eglin	AFB	is	Ft.	
Walton Beach, Florida . But that is a relative term . When I was 
stationed	 there,	 the	 population	was	 about	 15,000.	 If	 you	 add	
in the many little cities in the area and those who live on the 
base, the total population could not have been much more than 
100,000.	It	was	small	town	USA.	I	don’t	remember	from	whom	
I bought my Fiat, but it must have been associated with one 
of	 the	2-3	new	car	dealers	 in	 the	area.	But	 I	 remember	 that	 I	
bought it new from a dealer because I was able to obtain dealer-
provided service locally . 

(continued on page 14)
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RECAP

Waterford Hills Family Day

Weather, weather, weather seems to be the 
new Porsche Club mantra as location, 
location, location is to real estate . While 

we had a total of about ten cars for the Family Day 
event it was less than anticipated . It was Memorial 
Day weekend and the weatherman called for threat-
ening weather that probably lead to the low turnout . 
On the bright side, the weather could not have been 
better . In the morning watching some nail biting 
action on the track between our own, Tony Mac, 
in his BMW and a yellow Corvette brought every-
one to the fence . Both cars were side by side on the 
straights,	 turns,	corners	and	esses.	The	finish	was	
decided by inches as the Corvette won .

At	lunch	time	it	was	time	for	parade	laps.	One	
gentleman, we will call him “Jim”, saw all the 
Porsches lined up and decided this was the place to 
be . Little did he know it was the lineup for the pa-
rade	laps.	After	numerous	laps	around	the	one	and	
one-half mile road course cars started coming back 
in . Needless to say one of those with the adrenaline 
rush signed up for a Driver Education Event right 
on the spot . Gretus Hoogestrat and Lucas Phan were on hand to 
offer solicited and unsolicited advice on club events and driver 
education . Several new members were excited to be coming to 

future events in the club . One person even signed up as a new 
three	year	member.	As	a	bonus	Fred	Young	handed	out	pit	passes	
for people to see the mechanical side of getting the cars prepared 
and	drivers	first	hand.

Unfortunately	Merritt	Scott	Collins	Porsche	944	
was undergoing repairs and did not participate in 
the race . In the afternoon, Tony Mac came roaring 
back and won the feature race against his nemesis, 
the Yellow Corvette . Once again it was a great side 
by	side	finish.	Great	job	Tony.	

There	were	 a	 total	 of	 67	 racers	 divided	 into	 6	
run	groups	with	12	races	on	Sunday.	Group	1	had	
13	Mazda’s.	 Other	 groups	 consisted	 of	 a	 variety	
of others cars including a few Formula V’s . Kind 
of like run what you brung . Ford, Chevy, BMW, 
Porsche, Dodge, Pontiac, VW, Honda, Renault, and 
the	like	rounded	out	the	field.

Waterford Hills Road Racing is one of the best 
bargains	 around.	 Where	 else	 can	 you	 enjoy	 the	
whole	day	for	only	five	dollars?	Four	more	week-
end	races	are	scheduled	this	year.	Also	included	on	
their	calendar	is	Vintage	Racing	on	August	4-6.	At	
that race Porsche Club’s own Vic Skirmants will 
be honored . It promises to be an exciting weekend . 
Hope to see you there .

STORY & PHOTOS bY FRED yOuNg

My First Sports Car (continued from page 13)

So	 much	 for	 the	 history	 lesson.	 This	 car	 fit	 my	
needs perfectly . It got good gas mileage, routine main-
tenance was low, and it turned out to be very reliable . 
As	 a	 bachelor,	 I	 didn’t	 need	much	 cargo	 space,	 and	
as	a	junior	grade	officer,	I	couldn’t	afford	travel	that	I	
had	to	pay	for.	And	I	was	busy.	Viet	Nam	was	going	
hot	and	heavy	so	we	worked	long	hours.	And	my	spare	
time was almost totally consumed with slow pitch 
softball.	I	played	on	a	team	that	played	more	than	100	
games each year . We played tournaments almost every 
weekend.	During	the	2-3	years	that	I	owned	it,	I	never	
drove	it	more	than	75	miles	from	home,	if	that	far.	

Life	 is	 filled	with	 change.	This	 bachelor	 lieuten-
ant became a married lieutenant, my family size in-
creased	 again	with	 the	 addition	 of	Don	 jr.,	 and	my	
cute little red sporty car was used as a trade-in on, of 
all things, a full-sized Ford station wagon . But I never 
lost the desire for sporty cars and sports cars . There 
have	been	356’s,	Nissan	Z	cars,	an	early	Mercury	Capri,	then	
a Mustang Cobra, a Sunbeam Tiger with right-hand drive that 
I traded for with the guy who brought it over from his native 

England,	a	Mazda	RX7	convertible,	and	a	Mazda	Miata,	before	
I got serious about Porsches . 

But it all started with that shiny red toy from Italy .

Close, exciting races on Family Day.

Attendees watching the races and eating lunch in the pavilion.
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RECAP

Cars R Stars
RECAP

Street Survival School

Each year the Detroit Chapter of the Veteran Motor Car Club 
of	America,	Motor	City	Packards	 and	 the	Packard	Motor	
Car Foundation sponsor the Cars ‘R’ Stars car show at the 

old	Packard	Proving	Grounds	in	Utica,	Michigan.	This	year’s	show	
was	on	Sunday,	June	11.	

Area	car	enthusiasts	show	about	200	vehicles	of	all	types,	most	
of which are domestic, although there 
are	 always	 10-20	 foreign	 cars.	 Each	
year, there is a feature area with cars of 
special interest . This year that special 
interest was “Hoods in the Rear” My 
black	50th	Anniversary	911	was	one	of	
the cars invited to be part of the fea-
tured display .

My	 day	 was	 very	 long.	 A	 couple	
of days before the show I got a call 
from a producer at WDIV Channel 4 
TV.	She	wanted	Koco	McAboy	 to	 do	
a live interview with me and show off 
my	911.	And	she	wanted	me	to	arrive	at	
6:00	A.M.	When	I	arrived	an	interview	
with	the	owner	of	a	beautiful	1930’s	era	Packard	convertible	was	in	
progress.	My	interview	came	about	30	minutes	later.	There	was	a	
short	teaser	at	the	start	of	the	6:30	news,	then	a	few	minutes	later	a	
2-3	minute	live	interview	featuring	my	911	and	me.	

By	 about	 7:00	A.M.	 the	 other	 featured	 cars	 started	 to	 arrive.	
Among	them	were	four	other	Porsches	
invited to be part of the display . Being 
the resourceful group that we are, we 
managed	to	park	the	five	Porsches	side	
by	side	in	a	prominent	location.	At	one	
end	 was	 my	 911.	 Beside	 it	 was	 Fred	
Young’s	 red	 996.	Then	 came	Howard	
Gilson	 and	 a	 red	 356SC.	 Next	 were	
Jim and Laurie Williams with their 
blue	Boxster.	At	the	other	end	sat	Mark	
Uhlig’s	white	912.	We	had	an	impres-
sive display . 

After	 arranging	 our	 cars,	 we	 gath-
ered at the Marcus Restaurant in near-
by Shelby Township for breakfast . This 
is	the	second	such	breakfast	arranged	by	Gretus	Hoogestraat.	After	
breakfast we returned to the Packard Proving Ground for the show 
proper . It was a hot day, but fortunately, our cars were displayed by 
a	large	building	that	provided	shade	for	the	first	half	of	the	show.	
We were then able to move our lawn chairs into this building for 

the remainder of the show, and take advantage of the gentle breezes 
that blew throughout the day . 

The	stars	of	the	featured	cars	were	a	Tucker	48	form	Stahls	Auto-
mobile	Collection	in	Chesterfield,	Michigan,	a	silver	Tatra	77	from	
the	1930s	and	three	of	the	five	known	remaining	Stout	Scarabs.	

After	World	War	 II,	 Preston	 Tucker	 conceived	 a	 modern	 car	
with many advanced engineering fea-
tures.	He	managed	 to	 produce	 51	 ex-
amples before he was forced to halt 
production . His car featured a 5 .5L 
rear-mounted	 6-cylinder	 boxer	 engine	
from a helicopter, a transmission from 
a	Cord	 810/812,	 4-wheel	 independent	
suspension, and a third headlight that 
swiveled when the car turned .

Tatra is the second oldest company 
in the world producing cars with an 
unbroken history, after Peugeot . This 
Czech	company	produced	its	first	car	in	
1897.	The	Tetra	77	was	large,	stream-
lined, and had remarkable performance 

due	to	its	 low	drag	coefficient	of	about	0.25,	a	figure	unheard	of	
in the era of big, boxy cars . It is powered by a rear-mounted, air-
cooled	V8	engine	that	produces	75	HP.	It	 is	considered	to	be	the	
world’s	first	production	streamlined	car.

Imagine	 an	 Airflow	 trailer	 powered	 by	 a	 rear-mounted	 flat-
head Ford V-8 engine . That is how I 
describe the Stout Scarab: Long, high 
and roundish with movable seats and a 
table,	they	were	the	first	minivans.	The	
Scarab had four-wheel independent 
suspension and coil springs at all four 
corners . Slated to be produced in Dear-
born, Michigan, the Scarab’s price of 
$5,000	 ($85k-$95k	 in	 today’s	money)	
meant that it never went into produc-
tion.	Each	of	the	9	vehicles	was	hand-
built and no two were identical .

Other featured “Hood in the Rear” 
cars	were	 the	five	Porsches	 shown	by	
SEMPCAers,	a	DeLorean,	a	pair	of	Is-

ettas, a cute little red Fiat that looked like a golf cart, several VW 
Beetles	(one	of	the	Beetles	was	shown	by	Chris	Braden),	a	hand-
ful of Corvairs, two Pontiac Fieros, a rear-engine Ferrari, and a 
German-made	Amphicar,	part	car	and	part	boat.

O n	Saturday,	May	20,	SEMPCA	hosted	its	fifth	Street	
Survival	School.	21	young	drivers	from	the	Detroit	
Metro area spent the day learning to drive safely 

and	confidently.	
Car	accidents	are	the	major	cause	of	deaths	among	teen-

agers . The BMW Foundation, the charitable arm of the 
BMW	Car	Club	of	America,	developed	the	Street	Survival	
School to help reduce this carnage . Tire Rack, has been the 
major	corporate	sponsor	since	the	first	school	in	2002.	Other	
corporate	 sponsors	 are	 Michelin,	 Enterprise	 RAC,	 BMW	
North	America	and	Griot’s	Garage.	PCA,	BMW	Car	Clubs	
of	both	US	and	Canada,	SCCA,	Audi	Club	NA,	and	the	Na-
tional Corvette Museum all host schools . 

As	a	member	of	both	SEMPCA	and	the	Motor	City	Chap-
ter	 of	BMW	Car	Club	of	America,	 I	 have	helped	 conduct	
more than a dozen of these schools . I am always amazed 
at the positive change in the students’ driving abilities as a 
result of spending a single day in these schools . 

As	always,	Marc	Molzon	was	co-chairman	and	conducted	the	
driving exercises . I was also co-chairman and gave the classroom 
presentations . Marc’s wife, Lisa, handled on-site registration, 
coffee and doughnuts, lunch, and refreshments . The driving ex-
ercises were staffed by many volunteers from local car clubs and 
our HPDE community . My sincere thanks to all who gave up their 
Saturday to help conduct this wonderful school .

We	hold	our	schools	at	the	Faith	Christian	Assembly	in	Mel-
vindale, MI . It began life as a K-Mart and has a large parking 
lot and a classroom . This lets us conduct up to three driving 
exercises concurrently, so our students had many repetitions and 

plenty of seat time . 
The classroom covers the basics of driving and some of the 

theory of how cars work . I try to provide an understanding of what 
happens as cars are driven, what to do to drive them safely, and 
how to react to the inevitable “gotcha” situations that happen while 
driving . But the real reason for the classroom is to set the stage for 
the driving exercises . That is where the real learning occurs .

Our morning exercises teach single skills - braking, turning 
and skid control . Each takes only a few moments, so the students 
can	learn	from	their	errors	and	build	both	skill	and	confidence.	

The	braking	exercise	lets	students	experience	how	Anti-Lock	
Brakes feel and work . Many students had never experienced what 

happens	when	the	ABS	system	engages.	We	had	them	accel-
erate in a straight line, then apply the brakes as hard as pos-
sible . Later runs also featured aggressive braking, but now 
we asked them to brake and turn simultaneously . This is rela-
tively	 easy	 and	 straightforward	 for	 cars	with	ABS	brakes,	
but	much	more	difficult	in	a	car	without	ABS	brakes.

The turning exercise used a slalom course with uneven-
ly spaced gates . We told the students to drive at speeds at 
which they felt comfortable, but to increase their speed as 
they gained experience . The course was marked with orange 
traffic	cones	and	we	asked	them	to	weave	through	the	cones.	
Even with a clearly marked course, there were many times 
when cars hit cones . This might seem an easy exercise, but 
it	takes	major	concentration	to	drive	this	course	successfully	
at speed .

The skid control exercise used a skid pad, a circular piece 

STORY & PHOTOS bY DON KLEIST STORY bY DON KLEIST

(continued on page 21)A student goes through the avoidance maneuver section of the course.

Don Kleist handled the classroom instruction.

(continued on page 21)

A very rare 1948 Tucker. 

Turbocharged Corvair Monza.

PHOTOS bY GRETUS HOOGESTRAAT & JOHN KEILLY
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com
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MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.
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A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R

d.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
alsted R

d.

5

Street Survival (continued from page 17)

of	pavement	made	slick	with	water	and	dish	soap.	The	objective	is	
to have students experience the feeling of their car when it is near 
or beyond the limits of adhesion . We do this on a slick surface so 
that students can gain the experience, but at relatively slow 
and safe speeds . This is also one of the highest rated driving 
exercises . 

The afternoon exercises combine the skills honed in the 
morning . We do a lane changing/ obstacle avoidance that 
combines turning, braking, and sometimes skid control . The 
student accelerates the car in a straight line while watching 
a	flagger	at	the	far	end	of	the	parking	lot.	The	flagger	would	
move	 the	flag	either	 left	or	 right	 to	 signal	 the	direction	 in	
which the student should turn . The student then had to turn 
the	car	into	the	indicated	lane	and	stop.	This	is	the	most	diffi-
cult	of	all	the	driving	exercises.	Almost	all	students	knocked	
over	cones	and	in	some	cases,	 turned	the	wrong	direction!	
What	makes	this	so	difficult	is	that	the	students	must	observe	
a stimulus, determine what it means and how to react, then 
react by steering and braking their car . 

The	 other	 afternoon	 exercise	 was	 a	 figure	 8	 skid	 pad,	
where the two circles were of different diameters, one dry 
and one wet with water and dish soap . This presented stu-
dents with turns in both directions and constantly chang-
ing pavement conditions . This exercise was a lot of fun and 
showed that driving really takes intense concentration .

While	the	students	returned	to	the	classroom	for	the	fi-
nal time, volunteers set up a small autocross course in the 
parking lot . This “put it all together,” and for many, was the 
most fun . Watching the students drive this course, it was 
hard to imagine that they were the same drivers who drove 
slowly	 and	 tentatively	 in	 the	 first	morning	 exercise.	You	
could	 tell	 that	 they	 had	 gained	 both	 skill	 and	 confidence	
during the day . 

I	firmly	believe	that	 the	students	who	drove	home	after	
the school were more aware drivers, whose driving skills 
had improved dramatically . I am sure that these students will 

use	 their	 newly	 refined	 skills	 as	 they	drive	 and	will	 help	make	
driving	safer	for	all	of	us.	As	a	volunteer,	this	makes	me	feel	great.	

The skid pad is always challenging.

The Street Survival Class of 2017.

Each person who displayed a vehicle in the “Hoods in the Rear” 
featured section received a commemorative plaque . The base of 
the plaques is 5/8”, tongue in groove, old growth oak paneling re-
claimed	from	the	offices	of	 the	Packard	Motor	Car	Company	on	
East Grand Boulevard in Detroit . Packard cars were built there 
from	1903	to	1956.	When	the	trees	for	the	paneling	were	harvested	
in	the	1900’s,	many	were	over	200	years	old.	Trees	with	wood	of	
this character are unobtainable today . On the front of the plaque is 
a print showing the logos of the featured cars . Beneath the print 
the exhibitor’s name and vehicle type, the name of the car show, 
and the year are laser-etched into the wood . This is a wonderfully 
thought out memento that I will treasure .

Cars that were not part of the featured display could enter a 
judged	 competition.	 There	 were	many	 different	 classes	 and	 tro-
phies	were	awarded	to	one	or	more	of	the	best	cars	in	each	class.	As	
seems to be the case with these shows, the classes are for domestic 
cars and there is one catch-all class called “all foreign cars .” Even 

so,	two	SEMPCAers	managed	to	take	home	trophies.	Chris	Braden	
won	a	trophy	for	his	red	911	cabriolet,	and	J.	P.	Joans	won	for	his	
black	911	Turbo.	He	somehow	got	placed	in	a	group	with	domestic	
cars . But I’m sure he appreciates the trophy .

The trophies have the same base as the plaques described above . 
Mounted on the wooden base is a piston from a Packard engine . 
The piston was cleaned and its top laser-etched with the logo of the 
show . I have been fortunate to win awards at many car shows . With 
the exception of Fred Young’s trophies for our Concours, these Cars 
‘R’	Stars	trophies	are	by	far	the	finest,	most	appropriate	in	my	col-
lection . They are much better than even my Porsche Parade trophies . 

Nancy	and	I	really	enjoy	shows	like	Cars	‘R’	Stars.	We	attend	
and show one of my cars at several each year . Lots of car people en-
joying	their	cars,	and	many	more	people	enjoying	seeing	the	cars,	
all in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere . People sharing a common 
interest, and lots and lots of beautiful cars, what a great way to 
spend a summer day .

Cars R Stars (continued from page 16)
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SEM/PCA Annual Family Picnic
and Concours

P l e a s e  s a v e  t h e  D a t e

Sunday August 20, 2016 
Springdale Park, Birmingham

this is perhaps the most popular social event of the summer.

Details to follow next month.

Please register on www.clubregistration.com

Deadline for reservations: August 14
Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Wheels while your car heals!
Free day of rental car

for SEM Members; call for details.

As if your Porsche 
isn’t cool enough,

we can make it
even cooler.

Quality AC work.
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SEM/PCA Member Anniversaries – July 2017

YR Name(s) YR Name(s) YR Name(s)

Thanks to the SEM/PCA webmaster Erik Ohrnberger, we are pleased to now be able to recognize membership anniversaries each month.  
Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  

Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

43	 David	&	Kathryn	Gillentine	
43	 Conrad	&	Christine	Meier	
42 Neil Goldberg Peggy Boyle-Goldberg 
38	 Keith	Haskin		
36	 Robert	&	Debra	Nikolas	
30	 Gerald	&	Phyllis	Krause	
30	 Sherwyn	&	Joseph	Labovitz	
28	 Ray	&	Greg	Massa	
26	 Kenneth	&	Pamela	Werth	
25	 Philip	&	Patricia	Kubik	
25 Dennis Spors Debbie Bleger 
24	 Richardo	&	Carole	Kilpatrick	
23	 Ross	&	Joshua	Suchy	
22	 D	&	Debra	Bonadeo	
22 Julian Pate Julia Richardson-pate 
19	 Peter	&	Tracy	Stuyck	
18	 William	&	Jackie	Benes	
17	 Mark	&	Christine	Martin	
15	 Richard	&	Connie	Monrad	

14	 Stephen	Shuler	 	
13	 Paul	&	Michael	Fayad	
13	 Donna	&	Stuart	Sanderson	
11	 John	&	Patricia	Waugh	
11	 Steve	Carbary	 	
11	 Vito	&	Cynthia	Pizzo	
10	 John	Keilly	 	
10	 Raymond	&	Wendy	Goscenski	
9	 Jeffrey	Cox	Bradley	Cox	
9	 Mark	Haddad	 	
9	 Tyler	&	Katey	Pell	
9	 Gary	&	Alicia	Ganaway	
8	 Mark	&	Nancy	Blazevic	
7	 Dennis	&	Suzana	Guerrieri	
6	 Mark	&	Rene	Vander	Eyk	
5	 Larry	&	Patty	Moss	
5 Sharyn Schymick  
5	 Mitchell	&	Molly	Early	
3	 David	Adamse	 	

3	 Ryan	Sawyer		
3	 Patrick	Lee	 	
3	 John	Hibbler		
2 Juergen Gumbinger  
2 Ravi Sharma  
2	 Leslie	&	Joseph	Campbell	
2	 Benjamin	Malcho	 	
2 David Reed  
2 Jim Cowper  
1	 Dil	Weerasinha	 	
1	 Roger	Tayloe		
1	 Daniel	Rangel	 	
1	 Arjen	Bosman	 	
1	 Eric	Lotz	 	
1	 Chuck	Dennis	 	
1	 James	Yearego	 	
1	 Jerry	Tan	 	
1	 Paul	Martino		

SEM Board Minutes (6/1/17) by Michael Cohen
In attendance: Board Members: Marc Molson, Gretus Hoogestraat, Patti 

Door,	 Michael	 Cohen,	Walter	 Crump	 and	 Howard	 Gilson.	 Officers:	 Leo	
Wanstreet,	Mark	VanderEyk,	Tim	Hartge,	Steve	Carbary.	Absent	with	notice:	
John Keilly, Fred Young, Greg Gallagher

Call To Order:	7:00	P.M.	by	President	Marc	Molzon
Minutes: Moved by P .D . and G .H . to approve . Motion passed
Financial:	Leo	Wanstreet	–	Taxes	filed	and	SS	reimbursement	form	sent.	

Financial report tabled due to unavailability of June bank statement .
Membership: Greg	Gallagher	-	Total	membership	increased	by	7	and	re-

newals	were	strong	at	39.	Primary	members	–	643;	affiliates	–	370;	total	-	1013.
Insurance: Greg Gallagher – Insurance is placed for June HPDE . Insur-

ance will be placed for Progressive Dinner .
 P4: Michael Cohen – June issue in the mail . My First Sports Car column 

discussed and request made for future stories .

OLD BUSINESS:
May 12: DE Waterford #1: Steve	Carbary,	Marc	Molson	–	30	partici-

pants	 and	15	 instructors	 attended.	Lots	of	first	 timers	 for	Beginner’s	Day.	
Some concern about low number of advance students in attendance .

May 13: Devil’s In The Details: Chris Braden – Well attended . Ven-
dors demonstrated various detailing and repair techniques on customer cars . 
Lunch served and door prizes awarded .

May 20: Street Survival School – John Keilly, Don Kleist . 22 young 
drivers attended classroom sessions and were taught various evasive maneu-
vers by instructors while driving their cars . The Detroit News was in atten-
dance .

May 21: Spring Tour – Gretus Hoogestraat . Despite a torrential down-
pour	26	people	braved	the	weather	to	partake	in	our	drive	followed	by	dinner	
at Watermark Bar and Grill in St Clair Shores . Drive instructions could be 
accessed via smart phones .

May 28: Waterford Hills Family Day:	Fred	Young	–	A	day	at	the	races	
attended	by	10	members	who	parked	their	cars	on	the	hill	between	turns	3	
and 4 . Members were able to drive parade laps in their vehicles during the 
lunch break

June 10: HPDE Waterford #2: - Steve	Carbary.	All	in	in	place	for	this	
upcoming track day .

June 11: Cars ‘R’ Stars: Fred Young, Gretus Hoogestraat: -	A	breakfast	
at Marcus Grill in Utica, followed by “Cars R Stars” car show at Packard 
Proving Grounds .

June 24: Progressive Dinner: Howard	Gilson.	Attendees	will	not	be	re-
quired	to	bring	appetizers	and	desserts	this	year.	All	food	will	be	purchased.	
A	slight	price	increase	is	expected.

July 8: Deutsche Marques at Gilmore Museum: Fred Young . Car show 
featuring German vehicles .

July 9-15: Porsche Parade, Spokane, Washington 26	SEM	members	
are planning to attend.

August 11: HPDE Waterford #3: Steve Carbary . No report
August 20: Picnic and Concours:Patti Door, Don Kleist, Fred Young: 

In process .
Ladies Drive: Patti Door . Plans are on schedule .
60th Anniversary Party: Patti Door: Looking	for	volunteers.	A	larger	ad	

is to be placed in the P4
Charities: Gretus Hoogestraat . No report .
Webmaster: Erik Ohrenberger . Working on improving the site .
Goodie Store: Gretus Hoogestraat . Good sales at Devil’s in the Details .
Event Reports: None Needed
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm
Refreshments Thursday	June	29	-	Greg	Gallagher	–	Gilson’s	(July	meet-

ing).	Thursday	August	3	-	??	Gilson’s

STORY & PHOTOS bY ANDREW OLSON

IN THE SHARK TANK

Making Road America
great Again

This past Memorial Day weekend was my 
first	 journey	 to	Elkhart	 Lake,	Wisconsin’s	
Road	America	as	a	driver.	I	joined	the	Chi-

cago	PCA	group	for	their	50th	annual	Road	Amer-
ica	 Driver	 Education	 (R.A.D.E.)	 event.	 It	 was	 a	
3-day	event	with	driving	on	Friday,	Saturday,	and	
Sunday . To top it off, I have a number of really 
good friends that live in the Green Bay area, so it 
was a great excuse to see them as well .

My	 journey	 started	 with	 getting	 prepared	 for	
the tech inspection for this event . When I opened 
my	trailer	on	Thursday,	I	found	red	fluid	under	the	
car.	Upon	inspection,	it	turned	out	the	steering	rack	
was	leaking	fluid	out	the	passenger	end	of	the	rack!	
Ugh!	Fortunately,	Chris	Braden	from	Munk’s	Mo-
tors had a guy in his back-pocket that rebuilds racks 
and	hooked	me	up.	After	some	furious	wrenching,	
I had the car ready to go in for tech inspection on 
Saturday	and	passed	without	issue!	Woo	Hoo!

Road	America	is	a	4-mile	high-speed	track	with	
14	turns	(really	it’s	12,	but	don’t	tell	them	that).	The	
front	straight	 is	over	¾	of	a	mile	 long	(uphill)	with	cars	 reach-
ing	speeds	of	over	150mph.	Then	a	sweeping	turn	1	right-hander	
through	turn	2	downhill	into	a	fairly	tight	right-hand	turn	3.	Then	
it’s a race up and over the Moraine Sweep to turn 5 . This is the 
second fastest part of the track and for the spectators there is a 

radar	gun	showing	cars’	approaching	speeds.	I	saw	125	in	my	928	
Coke	car	regularly,	but	I	saw	one	guy	in	an	older	911	hit	155	mph!	
That’s	FAST!

Then you’re hard on the brakes for what is the slowest cor-
ner—a	tight	left-hand	turn	5.	I	found	at	first	I	was	taking	this	turn	
far too hot . I learned that it was better to brake earlier and then 

power	through	the	turn	(slow	in	–	fast	out).	Once	
you’re through turn 5, it’s an uphill climb to a blind 
turn	6.

Turn	6	is	a	left-hand	turn	that	is	obscured	by	a	
bridge . The turn-in point is right at the crest of the 
hill,	which	makes	turn	6	one	of	the	trickier	corners	
because the front-end of the car loses grip . You can 
either over-brake, under-brake, or over-power the 
corner.	 I	 found	myself	 over-braking	 at	 first,	 then	
over-powering this corner to the point that I spun 
out in Day 2 . I guess you really don’t know the lim-
its of grip until you cross the line .

If	you	get	turn	6	right,	you’re	set	up	to	take	turn	
7	which	is	a	wide	sweeping	right-hand	corner.	You	
shouldn’t have to brake for this corner as long as 
you keep the power on and modulate the throttle . 
This is a fun corner .

From	 Turn	 7,	 it’s	 a	 downhill	 straight	 called	
“Hurry Downs” into a left-hand turn 8, the second 

(continued on page 26)

Road America is a great track with lots of history.

This was just one of the many beautiful Cayman GT4s that were at this event.
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In the Shark Tank (continued from page 25)
P4 Advertising Rates per Calendar Quarter

(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution • TIFF -- 600 dpi

• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline

Two Page Gatefold   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 525

Full Page  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 299

½ Page (back cover)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 299

½ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 172

¼ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 105

Business Card   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$  68

(COLOR 50% EXTRA)

MiniMuM Ad Run is OnE fuLL CALEndAR QuARTER

E-mail your ad to:P4@sempca.org — Thank you!

Michael Cohen, Editor 248•227•8604

Eric Wheeler Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
 eric@novibenz.com

     CrossRoads 
        Plaza
     CrossRoads 
        Plaza

At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Steve’s European Automotive
4920 Pontiac Lake Road

Waterford, MI 48328

248.674.2770
StevesEuropeanAuto.com

Proudly Serving
Oakland County

for 30+ years!

slowest corner . From turn 8 you enter the Carousel, 
a	2,000	foot	sweeping	right	turn.	If	you	have	good	
suspension and good tires, you can walk away from 
other cars in this turn . The key is to get your steering 
to	take	a	set,	then	throttle	steer.	Add	power	to	move	
out, less power to move in . The Carousel has two 
apexes, but it’s the second one that’s critical . Hit 
that, then roll into the power to push the car to the 
outside of the track as you get setup for the Kink .

The	Kink	 is	also	known	as	 turn	11	and	 is	 the	
narrowest and most dangerous turn because if you 
lift it will cause the car to over-steer and it could 
hit	the	wall.	You	should	be	doing	about	100	mph	
here . I never got the courage to not brake for this 
turn,	but	the	really	experienced	drivers	just	let	the	
car “breathe” though here and then roll back into 
the power as they approach the apex . I usually 
would tap the brakes to settle the front of the car 
and then apply power though the turn . Occasion-
ally, I’d get stuck behind someone who would re-
ally slam on their brakes and kill my momentum . 
If	you	get	this	just	right,	you	can	really	eat	up	the	
track and carry momentum .

Coming out of the Kink is a series of little sweepers (they 
don’t	 number	 them)	 collectively	 called	 ‘Kettle	 Bottoms”	 into	
what	 is	 the	 most	 infamous	 turn,	 Canada	 Corner,	 or	 turn	 12.	
There’s	very	little	runoff,	and	at	120	to	140	mph,	you	need	to	get	
your braking done right to hit the right-hand turn perfectly . It’s 
easy to miss the apex, but if you get it right, you can carry a ton 
of	speed	uphill	through	Thunder	Valley,	through	turn	13,	over	the	
bridge,	and	into	turn	14.

Turn	14	is	probably	the	most	critical	turn	to	get	right.	You	want	
to maximize your exit speed to help you accelerate up the hill past 
the	finish	line	and	again	back	down	to	turn	1.	I	saw	many	people	
over braking this turn or missing the apex—including me from 
time to time . But if you get it right, it’s like a slingshot and you 
can walk away from cars around you .

I	would	not	classify	Road	America	as	a	“technical”	 track.	 If	

you miss any single turn, you have plenty of time to correct and 
get setup for the next turn . However, if you early apex a corner, 
you	might	find	yourself	spinning	out	of	control	or	sliding	off	the	
track.	Also	if	you	miss	a	braking	point,	you’ll	regret	it.

My	best	time	of	the	weekend	was	a	2:44.03.	Not	bad	for	my	
first	 time	running	Road	America.	I	really	tried	to	break	into	the	
2:43’s,	but	on	the	last	session	of	the	last	day,	my	power	steering	
started	to	cut	out,	and	so	I	came	in.	It	turned	out	that	2	of	the	3	
bolts holding the alternator and power steering unit had broken . 
The alternator fan caught the lower radiator hose and put a hole in 
it . Luckily, I got off the track right away and they didn’t have to 
shut	it	down	because	of	fluids.	Interestingly,	these	bolts	had	noth-
ing	to	do	with	replacing	my	steering	rack.	It’s	all	fixed	up	now,	
ready to hit the track again . 

If	you	have	a	chance	to	go	to	Road	America,	I	highly	recom-
mend it . Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin is a beautiful place, and the 

track	is	amazing!	The	people	are	friendly,	and	the	
on-track restaurant has some amazing smoked bris-
ket	sandwiches!	I	cannot	wait	to	go	again.	See	you	
at	the	track!

SHARKS IN HELL ANNOUCEMENT
Save the date!

On the first weekend of August 
(8/5/2017), we will have our 12th annual 
Sharks in Hell Event in Hell, Michigan.  
Be sure to sign up to the email list at  

www.MI928.com to get notifications. 
This is a FREE event (pot-luck)  

and family friendly.
All cars welcome! See you there!

Road Amercia is very hard on brakes. I cracked a front rotor, but luckily I had spare rotors 
and pads with me.

After my last session, my car decided to leak all of its coolant - luckily not on the track.
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bY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Around The Zone

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
After	waiting	for	several	months	to	see	if	there	was	going	to	be	

a	PCA	Car	Corral	at	 the	Detroit	Grand	Prix	at	Belle	Isle,	with	less	
than 2 weeks notice, I was contacted and asked if I was interested in 
hosting	the	event.	I	agreed	to	take	on	this	task,	and	the	first	step	was	
to put together a thorough proposal, which needed to be submitted to 
the EC for approval in order to get funding . I received word that my 
proposal was approved and that I could begin promoting the event 
a	mere	10	days	before	it	began.	For	the	next	10	days,	I	spent	nearly	
every minute of the day promoting, preparing for, and coordinating 
every	aspect	of	this	3-day	event,	including	a	hotel	room	block,	a	wel-
come dinner, and police escorted caravan, as well as determining the 
amenities at the Hospitality Tent and the car corral itself .

Through	a	number	of	Zone	blasts,	and	with	the	cooperation	of	the	
regions	within	Zone	4,	we	were	able	to	properly	promote	the	event.	
Once again, ticket sales for Saturday surpassed the track’s expecta-
tions, and we had to request an additional allocation of tickets . 

A	room	block	was	set	up	at	The	Henry	Autograph	Hotel	to	accom-
modate anyone travelling from out of town . On Friday evening, we 
had	a	nice	turnout	for	dinner	at	TRIA	Restaurant.	The	group	consisted	
of members representing seven different regions . 

PCA	members	 and	Porsche	 owners,	who	 visited	 the	 hospitality	
tent, were treated to donuts, coffee, and bagels in the morning, as well 
as water and soft drinks throughout the course of the day . In addition 
to	people	from	throughout	Zone	4,	attendees	included	PCA	members	
from	Florida,	Las	Vegas,	and	Oregon	that	had	travelled	to	Detroit	just	
for this event .

On Saturday morning, 2 Michigan State Police cars arrived at The 
Henry to provide us with an escort to the corral . Drivers and pas-
sengers	in	23	cars	met	under	the	portico	to	sign	waivers	and	receive	
instructions during the Driver’s Meeting . With our police escorts 
leading	the	way	and	blocking	oncoming	traffic,	we	set	out	on	a	non-
stop	20-mile	drive	through	the	streets	of	Detroit,	including	a	3-mile	
stretch along Downtown Detroit’s main thoroughfare, across the sce-
nic	MacArthur	Bridge	onto	Belle	Isle,	and	straight	to	the	car	corral.	
Everyone who participated agreed that it was even more fun than they 
had anticipated . 

When we arrived at the corral, we were greeted with coffee and 
donuts, as the warm up began for the WeatherTech SportsCar Cham-
pionship.	Arrangements	were	made	 to	 allow	 a	 large	 group	 to	 tour	
the Park Place Transporter along with a question and answer session 
with driver Patrick Lindsey . The group was then surprised with a 2nd 
transporter	visit	to	Alegra	Motorsports	and	a	private	autograph	ses-
sion with drivers Daniel Morad and Mathieu Jaminet .

Over	the	course	of	the	weekend,	attendees	were	able	to	enjoy	rac-
es	 from	 the	Verizon	 IndyCar	 series,	 the	 IMSA	WeatherTech	Sports-

Car	Championship,	the	Trans	Am	series	presented	by	Pirelli,	and	the	
SPEED	Energy	Stadium	SUPER	Trucks.	The	Detroit	Grand	Prix	is	the	
only weekend to feature back to back days of full points IndyCar races . 
And,	for	the	first	time	in	this	race’s	history,	the	same	driver	won	both	
Saturday’s	and	Sunday’s	races;	congratulations	to	Graham	Rahal.

Putting an event of this magnitude together requires a consider-
able	amount	of	time	and	effort.	With	only	10	days	until	the	event,	I	
had to work night and day in order to accomplish the goal . I want to 
thank everyone that attended, and to all of the regions that assisted 
me by promoting the event . I especially want to thank my dependable 
team of trusted volunteers whose hard work and contributions helped 
to make this a successful event .

There are a number of wonderful events taking place this year 
throughout the zone . We are continuing to try to coordinate all of the 
region calendars into a master calendar which is posted on the events 
page	of	 the	Zone	4	Website,	http://zone4.pca.org.	Be	sure	 to	check	
your local region’s website and newsletter for the latest details on 
the	many	events	close	to	you	that	are	being	planned.	Also,	consider	
attending other regions’ events, such as:

•	 July	7-9	is	Ohio Valley Region’s Club Race and HPDE at 
Putnam Park Road Course

•	 Plan	to	attend	ARPCA’s Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 
Weekend	July	14-16	

•	 Northern Ohio Region’s Catawba Island Club weekend is 
July	15-16

•	 July	16	is	Eastern Buckeye Region’s	Autocross	at	Kent	
Trumbell 

•	 Rally Sport Region’s	Waterford	Hills	Track	Day	is	July	18
July	19	is	Western Michigan Region’s Wednesday Night 

Cruise-In to the Gilmore Car Museum 
•	 MORPCA’s	P2O	in	Granville,	Ohio	is	July	21-23
•	 July	22	is	Michiana Region’s Treasure Hunt Block Party in 

the South Bend Historic District
•	 Motor-Stadt Region’s Ice Cream Run from St . Louis to 
Midland	is	July	23

•	 July	23	is	Central Indiana Region’s Ladies Street Revival 
Car Control Clinic

•	 Join	Maumee Valley Region	July	28-30	for	their	DE	at	
Grattan Raceway

I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each and ev-
ery one of you at events throughout the upcoming year . If you have 
any questions or comments please feel free to contact me at MSo-
riano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks, Michael

Porsche of Ann Arbor

We invite you to visit our brand new  
Porsche showroom.

Let us help you find the new (or used)  
Porsche of your dreams.

Come visit our brand new Porsche building:

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State Street • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street, Exit #177, go North 

1/2 mile…Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales: 734-761-3200
www.porscheannarbor.com
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THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS
SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 

either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 
Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  

for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA, C/O P4. Please see page 4 for the address

FOR SALE: 1971 Porsche 911T 
Coupe: Sepia Brown . One owner . 
Full	 service	 documentation.	 COA.	
Original window sticker .tool kit . 
Excellent condition . Survivor . Rare 
opportunity . Contact Michael Cohen 
248-227-8604;	 michael@sellyours-
portscar.net	(1/17)

FOR SALE: Cayenne winter tires 
and wheels . Like new Blizzak 
275/40x20	on	black	Rial	 (German)	
Porto	(5-spoke)	20x9	wheels.	These	
were	 new	 last	 winter	 at	 $2200	 for	
the	 TechArt	 Turbo.	 The	 Cayenne	
went	 to	 live	 in	 GA	 so	 winter	 tires	
are available for the worst of MI 
winter	-	still	to	come!	Ready	to	bolt	

on	(can	do	for	you)	$1200.	Call	Ron	
586-749-9804.		(1/17)

FOR SALE: 2011 Trailex alumi-
num trailer. Dual axle with front 
stone guard and spare wheel/tire . 
(Originally built for Boxster-Spy-
der).	 $3,800.00.	 Contact:	 Gordon	
Ford	 at:	 586-291-7889;	 gordont-
ford@yahoo.com.	(3/17)

FOR SALE: Porsche Parts.	 1	
pair	 full	 power	 seats	 (black)	 from	
987/997	 (Boxster,	 Cayman,	 911).	
New	 condition	 $1,000	 for	 the	 pair.	
1	 912/911	 steering	 rack.	 2	 replica	
Abarth	 4	 pipe	 exhausts.	 Stainless	
steel	(large	pipes).	Prototypes.	New	-	

never	used.$600	each.	Five	15”	x	7”	
phone dial wheels with caps/Contact 
Bill	Hallandal	(231)	377-9310	home	
or	(231)	676-7780	(6/17)

FOR SALE: 2006 Porsche Cay-
enne 3.0. Dark moss green with 
tan leather . I thought the color was 
black	 for	 9	months.	Very	 nice	 con-
dition inside and out . Trophy winner 
at last Porsche Club picnic . Origi-
nally from Virginia and Maryland . 
In	Michigan	 since	November	 2015.	
140k.	 Everything	works.	 Rides	 and	
drives.$6,900.	Call	or	text	Jim	Hear-
rell	at	248	894	7600.	(6/17)

Welcome New Members:
John Battista Jr . / 2017 911 Turbo S Silver

Ademir	Casco	/	1976 911S Red 
2015 Macan Turbo White

Charles Etterman / 2008 Cayman S Black

Michael Gordon / 2008 Cayman Silver

John Kuha / 2005 Boxster Grey

Peter McElroy / 2002 911 Carrera

Rob Schwab / 1995 911 Carrera Black

L .M . Sumler / 2003 Boxster S

John	Zawacki	/	2007 911 Carrera S 

RECAP

Doing the Dance at
Waterford Hills

T he	dance	cards	were	filled	at	Waterford	Hills	
Race	Course	June	10,	2017.	The	event	was	
the second in a series of four HPDE days 

at	Waterford	Hills.	There	were	49	students	drivers	
and	19	SEM/PCA	instructors	who	coached	and	en-
couraged their students to experience and dance to 
a new step on their way through the hot sticky, yet 
sometimes slippery corners of Waterford Hills . 

P4 editors thought it might be interesting to you, 
our readers, to hear what the drivers and instructors 
had to say about HPDE Day . We did a series of in-
terviews and here’s what they said .

Lori Mauthe, Silver Boxster S with “breast 
cancer awareness graphics.” Red Group & 
Instructor

P4: What are your challenges today? 
Lori: It’s a wonderful day with the Porsche club 

at	the	race	track,	no	challenges!	We	must	play	with	
the tire pressure a bit more today, the grip is a chal-
lenge, but, that’s about it .

P4: What do you like about this track?
Lori: I like the hilltop technical sequence of turns . It’s what I 

call doing the dance . It’s all about getting your rhythm right . If 
you don’t get that turn right, you can’t fake your way through the 
rest of it .

P4: How are your students today? Tell us about them.
Lori:	 I	have	one	student,	Michael	Cohen.	The	first	 time	out,	

Michael said that he’s been in the intermediate class before, but 
said that he has some things to work on . We looked at what he 
needs to work on, and I said okay “Michael here’s what’s going to 
happen . You’re going to think everything is wrong because we’re 
going start changing things . You’re going to enter turns faster 
you’re going to have to brake more, and your exit is going to be 
different . We’re going to change the line, and it’s going to be very 
uncomfortable for you . Just bear with me because the next time 
we go out, it’s all going to come together” . 

P4: Apparently Michael is a good student and Lori a good in-
structor because later P4 caught up with Michael and asked him 
how it went. 

Michael	Cohen:	Lori	was	right,	it	happened	just	like	she	prom-
ised.	Lori	critiqued	and	gave	me	pointers	in	the	first	run.	I	tried	
to incorporate all that Lori taught me in the second run but it was 
unsatisfactory . But the next time out and the next time out, it was 
just	as	Lori	said,	it	all	came	together.	I	amazed	and	shocked	my-
self;	there’s	a	real	improvement.	Thanks,	Lori!	

Bill Crowe, Black, 2002 911 Carrera, Green Group Driver
P4: Tell me about your day What are you having fun with 

or not?
Bill: This is my second time out . It’s been a very interesting 

day	with	a	lot	of	good	coaching.	Today	was	my	first	experience	
going off track . I got a little too far in on the turn and got off the 
throttle,	and	the	rear	end	swung	around	on	me!

P4: That got your heart rate up?
Bill:	Oh	yeah!	Got	the	heart	rate	going	as	I	saw	the	cone	clos-

ing in me on the driver’s side door . I knocked the cone over, noth-
ing serious . Looking back, it’s all part of the learning experience .

P4: Okay, let’s talk about the fun stuff. What’s your favorite 
turn?

Bill: I love the back straight . The entrance in the back corner 
is manageable, and you come out with some good speed . There 
are a couple of tricky spots for me back in the “Swamp .” That’s a 
difficult	one	for	me	to	carry	the	speed	and	get	the	entrance	right	
into the straightaway . I am carrying some speed into the straight, 
that’s part of the fun experience .

Arin Puckett, Yellow 2006 Cayman S, Yellow Group Driver
P4: What are you working on today?
Arin:	it’s	the	second	HPDE	of	the	season	and	what	I’m	trying	

to	work	on	is	more	smooth	 inputs.	 I’m	adjusting	entry	and	exit	

bY DR. TIM HARTgE

(continued on page 32)

HPDE instructor Laurie Mauthe with student Michael Cohen.
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SEM/PCA OPPORTUNITY
We need a volunteer:

Word Press Expert for the Website

This is your chance to utilize 

your talents and help improve

our club’s website. 

Please contact:

Erik Ohrnberger

Webmaster@sempca.org

248-515-4306
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 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 

points based on the speed . That’s the big challenge for me because 
as	I’m	gaining	more	speed,	I	have	to	adjust	those	points.	

The lines I initially had aren’t going to work for me now, with 
my faster speeds . My instructor is assisting with that because 
he’s showing me a lot of practical examples of where to turn in 
and where to brake and how to position the car . I’m feeling great 
about	it!

P4: Which part of the track are you most enthusiastic?
Arin:	The	ones	enjoy	are	the	“esses,”	those	are	cool,	I	love	the	

switch	back.	I	 like	“Archer’s,”	because	 it’s	a	decreasing	radius,	
that’s	cool.	I’m	working	on	sight	lines;	I’m	getting	more	and	more	
comfortable with that, I’m able to look through that corner, and 
it	feels	nice	and	smooth.	I	enjoy	that	because	it	sets	up	the	esses.

P4: Arin, what’s your goal here?
Arin:	First	and	foremost	to	respect	the	car	I	have.	That’s	why	I	

got into the DE’s . I wanted to see what I was capable of with this 
car . I was doing a lot of the go kart racing, so that got me into it . I 
wanted to see what I could do with this car . Now, I think the cool 
goal would be to participate in some club-style race . I have no 
deadline	or	timeline	for	that,	just	a	cool	goal	to	achieve.	It’s	been	
a blast out here . It’s good to meet all of the guys .

John Dorscht, Silver, 2005, 911 Turbo S, Green Group Driver
P4: How are you doing, tell me about your day?
John:	Having	fun,	it’s	my	first	time	out.	I’m	having	fun	with	

the esses . I like drifting out of the esses onto the straightaway 
in	front	of	the	clubhouse.	I	very	much	enjoy	this.	But,	I’m	a	bit	
intimidated by that straight away . I’m trying to hit that apex at the 
end	of	the	straightway	just	right.	I	just	haven’t	got	my	speed	right	
yet . That’s a challenge for me .

P4: Why are you doing the HPDE day?
John: Well, you know, I use to race karts as a kid . When my 

wife and I married ten years ago, we went to the Bondurant 
School of Cart Racing and had an absolute blast . It was like a 
second childhood . She’s a Porsche person, she has a Boxster, and 
she	talked	me	into	this!	I	was	a	BMW	guy.	I	drove	her	Boxster	and	

loved it . So, I got rid of the BMW and bought this 
911.	This	car	is	the	pinnacle	of	cars	for	me.	I’ve	had	
a lot of nice cars, but this car is amazing .

P4: What’s your goal, being out on HPDE day?
John:	 First	 of	 all,	 I	 just	 love	 the	 atmosphere,	

I’m also a private pilot . But, I gave up being a 
pilot because I didn’t need it for my business any-
more.	I	was	looking	for	something	to	replace	fly-
ing . Driving this car out here could be my replace-
ment	for	flying.	

Being on the course with this car brings back 
memories	of	my	first	solo	flight,	no	instructor	and	
the wheels leave the ground, the thrill of that, you 
know?	Honestly,	this	experience	feels	just	like	that	
one.	That	was	forty	years	ago,	but	the	same	feeling!	
Where do you get that feeling again? You get to our 
age;	you	don’t	get	many	opportunities	to	have	that	
feeling back .

P4: Isn’t it nice you can get that feeling back?
John: Well, let me say this, my wife has lost 

me on the weekends from now on . Good thing she 
works Saturdays . He laughs .

P4: It’s a good thing to have instructors who give dancing 
lessons at SEM/PCA HPDE days. On behalf of the participants, 
thank you, instructors, for an enjoyable and unique experience in 
the road course dance.

Doing the Dance (continued from page 30)

Two Intermediate Group (Yellow) participants - Ravi Sharma and Tom Van Esch.

John Dorscht with his 2005 911 Turbo S.

HUNDREDS 
OF CRAFT BEERS
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RECAP

Spring Tour

Last year I inherited the Spring Tour from our Membership 
and Insurance Chair Greg Gallagher . I had done driving 
tours before, but this one was different because it was in 

unknown	territories	for	me.	In	2011	I	participated	in	my	first	SEM/
PCA	Spring	Tour	driving,	organized	by	then	President	and	event	
chair	 Jeff	Amos.	The	 tour	was	 superb	 and	 ended	 at	 “Tin	Fish”	
in St . Clair Shores . I wanted to use the same restaurant . Then I 
found out that restaurant closed and 
torn	down.	After	hours	of	research	on	
Google	Maps	I	found	3	suitable	res-
taurants	in	the	area.	A	few	days	later	
I	visited	all	3	restaurants,	and	number	
3,	THE	Watermark	Bar	and	Grill	in	St	
Clair Shores was the one . I had a meet-
ing with the owner Louis and found 
out	 he	 is	 a	 former	 928	 owner.	After	
2 hours of talking about Porsches 
we	 finally	 got	 to	 the	 point	 to	 final-
ize details for seating and the menu . 
The	restaurant	was	set	in	stone;	now	
it was time to create the route . Where 
do I start? Looking at previous Spring 
Tours, they usually last about 2 hours . 
I thought it would be an advantage to have a restroom available 
before the start of the tour . The only place that came to mind was 
my	place	of	work	in	Auburn	Hills.	I	had	the	start	and	end	location,	
time to design the route .

After	evenings	on	Google	Maps	I	got	it	all	together.	Mid	April	
I drove the route, and it was perfect, 
all	set	and	done	(so	I	 thought).	Usu-
ally I run the route the day before the 
tour, which was scheduled for Sunday 
the	5/21.	Due	to	me	instructing	at	the	
SEM/PCA	Street	Survival	School	on	
Saturday	5/20	and	work	commitments	
on Friday, I had to drive it on Thurs-
day . Everything went well until I hit 
North	Ave.,	which	was	closed	for	con-
struction.	Holy	cow,	what	now?	After	
I got home, I rearranged the route, 
but I had no opportunity to try it out . 
With	 50	 people	 signed	 up	 by	 Sun-
day	5/21	(day	of	the	Spring	Tour),	it	
looked like a promising turnout .

Unfortunately	with	the	Spring	Tour	I	also	inherited	Greg’s	re-
lationship with the weather Gods . It was sunny in the morning 

while	I	was	driving	from	Downriver	to	Auburn	Hills.	There	was	a	
little	rain	in	the	forecast.	Our	meeting	time	was	2:00PM	with	the	
first	car	out	at	3:00PM.	26	souls	showed	up	and	after	signing	the	
waiver, handing out the wristband and directions, there was no 
way to get to the cars to start the tour . There was a tremendous 
downpour.	With	 a	20	minute	delay,	 the	Spring	Tour	was	on	 its	
way,	and	I	called	the	restaurant	to	let	them	know	we	were	only	26	

instead	 of	 50.	 I	 gathered	 everything	
up and drove directly to the restau-
rant.	With	 my	 993	 and	 its	 negative	
camber,	 I	 had	 to	 tip-toe	 down	 I-75.	
When	 the	first	 car	arrived	 (early	be-
cause	they	got	lost),	the	rain	stopped	
and	 the	 sun	 came	out.	Unreal,	 same	
thing as at the BBQ Tour I organized 
last year . Past President Howard told 
me I’m not allowed to organize tours 
anymore

At	about	5:15PM	the	cars	arrived	
at the restaurant and we could park 
them in a dedicated area . Thank you 
Louis for making this happen and 
rearrange	 the	 seating	 for	 26	 instead	

of	50,	you	are	truly	a	great	guy.	Louis	and	I	decided	to	make	a	
“Family Style” dinner, something we haven’t done before . With 
appetizer, main course and dessert I think it turned out great and 
was very well received by the attending members .

This year I send out the Google Map directions via email to 
the people that signed in . This al-
lowed especially solo drivers to con-
centrate on the road and not reading 
the printout while driving . This way 
they could use their Smartphone for 
the Spring Tour and follow the route 
with the GPS feature .

Thanks to all who decided to 
brave the elements and make this a 
memorable afternoon and evening of 
driving, food, and camaraderie . This 
is truly what makes our Club so great 
and I hope you will attend other SEM/
PCA	events	throughout	the	year.

Thank you and I’m looking for-
ward to having the opportunity of 

meeting you at one our events throughout the year . Please feel 
free to contact me at Gretus@sempca.org

STORY & PHOTOS bY gRETuS HOOgESTRAAT

PORSCHE
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Our Service 
Department is

Open 7 a.m. until
12 Midnight

Monday thru Friday
Call for appointment
248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

10-YEAR OR 
100,000 MILE CLUB 

DISCOUNT

20% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE FOR 
PORSCHES OVER 10 YEARS OLD 

OR OVER 100,000 MILES *

WITH COUPON
*SOME 

EXCLUSIONS 
APPLY

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

20%
OFF

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

PORSCHE WATER-
COOLED OIL CHANGE

WITH
COUPON

We feature Mobil 1
(1997 and newer)

INCLUDES: Porsche oil fi lter, engine oil, 
drain plug washer (where applicable), tire 
pressure adjustment

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

$18999
Plus
tax

WITH COUPON
(*some exclusions apply)

10% OFF
WITH COUPON

 ’05 –’08 ’09 –’16
 $289.95 $329.95

It poured throughout most of the event.

Anxious participants trying to wait out the rain.
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