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It's not just faster.
It's wider, lighter, sharper, nimbler, and faster.

When you set out to improve upon greatness, you leave no stone unturned. Or in this case, no component
unimproved. Built from the ground up with 90% new or fundamentally revised materials, the next 911 redefines
performance as we know it. Acceleration from 0 to 60 in an astounding 4.2 seconds* in the Carrera. It's even
shed almost 100 pounds for added agility and improved efficiency. The next 911 is the sports car that turns all we
know into everything you desire. See for yourself with a test drive.

The next Porsche 911.
Forever the sports car.
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ON THE COVER: Introduction of the 2018 Panamera at 
Porsche of Farmington Hills open house

The	P4,	Porsche	Pushers	Private	Papers,	is	the	official	monthly	publica-
tion of the Southeastern Michigan Region, Porsche Club of America . 
Available only by subscription to SEM members as a portion of the  
annual	National	membership	dues,	or	to	other	PCA	members	at	$18.00	
per year . Statements appearing in the P4 are those of the author and may 
not	reflect	the	views	of	the	PCA,	the	SEM	Board	of	Directors	or	the	P4	
editor . The editors reserve the right to edit all material submitted for 
publication . SEM/PCA is not responsible for any services or merchan-
dise advertised herein . Permission to reprint any material published in 
the P4 is granted provided full credit is given to P4 and the author .

Managing Editors: Michael Cohen, John Keilly

Associate Editor: Tim Hartge

Associate Editor: Mark VanderEyk

Submission Deadline:	 10th	of	the	month

Address: Michael Cohen, P4 Editor
	 25545	Hereford	Drive,	Royal	Oak,	MI	48067
	 Phone	248-227-8604	•	E-mail:	p4@sempca.org

For membership information, application or change of address, contact:
Greg Gallagher, Membership Chair at: gjgallagher@comcast.net or 313-300-4191

2017 SEM/PCA CALENDAR
May 

4  Board Meeting

12 DE Waterford - #1

13 Devil’s in the Details – Munk’s

20 Street Survival School

21 Spring Tour

28 Waterford Hills Family Day

June

1 Board Meeting

#2-4 Belle Isle Grand Prix

10 DE Waterford - #2

#18 Eyes on Design / Ford Estate

24 Progressive Dinner

July

#8 Gilmore Car Museum

 (Deutsche Marque) Kalamazoo, MI

#9-15 Porsche Parade / Spokane, WA

#28-30 St. Johns Concours

august

3 Board Meeting

#5-6 Vintage Races

#6 Troy Traffic Jam / Troy, MI

11 DE Waterford - #3

#19 Woodward Dream Cruise

20 Picnic and Concours

septeMber

7 Board Meeting

8   DE Waterford - #4

15 Ladies Only Drive

17 Drive your Porsche Day

OctOber 

5 Board Meeting

TBD Fall Color Tour

nOveMber

2 Board Meeting & Calendar Planning 

17 Membership Dinner

DeceMber

7 Board Meeting

TBD Holiday Party

# = Not an SEMPCA Event

All dates and events are subject to confirmation

bOarD Meetings

Board meetings are typically held 
on the first Thursday of the month 
at various locations.

Please note: for anyone interested 
in attending future Board meet-
ings, please contact any board 
member. 

Editorially
Speaking

Editorially
Speaking

As many of you know, my wife Janice, passed away sud-
denly on March 2nd . We were married for forty nine 
years	and	SEM/PCA	members	since	1998.	The	outpour-

ing	of	condolences	from	our	club	members	was	prolific.	Many	of	
you honored Janice by attending her funeral and/or coming to our 
home while we sat Shiva (Jewish mourning period) for the next 
two evenings . Others sent sympathy cards or made contributions 
to their charity of choice in remembrance of Janice . The club sent 
us	a	beautiful	bouquet	of	flowers	and	both	John	Keilly	and	Marc	
Molzon wrote kind words about her in last month’s P4 . We all 
know the PCA slogan, “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people .” The 
truth of this certainly hit home; thank you all . 

Moving on, It’s SPRING! Hopefully, you’ve gotten your 
Porsche out of storage by now, have cleaned it and hopped in the 
car for at least one drive . We have lots of great events planned, 
with something for everybody . Take a look at the calendar on 
page	3	and	the	announcements	throughout	this	issue,	choose	your	
events, sign up and enjoy your car and your fellow PCA members

The new Porsche Panamera is our “cover girl” this month . This 
major redesign of Porsche’s popular four door is now available . 
Please see your local dealer .

By the time you receive this issue, our annual Swap Meet will 
be history . We hope that the sellers were successful moving their 
treasures and buyers found those gems that have been long sought 
after . Thank you, Bill Block, for creating another challenging quiz 
and congratulations to the concours and quiz winners .

May	will	be	an	event	filled	month.	Our	first	HPDE	of	the	year	
will	be	held	on	Friday,	May	12	at	Waterford	Hills.	This	is	tradi-
tionally	our	“Beginners	Day”	when	first	timers	will	have	the	op-
portunity to drive their Porsches on a race track . Instructors will 
ride along and guide new students in a safe and reinforcing envi-
ronment . Of course, experienced DE students will have the op-
portunity to drive in one of three groups determined by skill level .

On	the	following	day,	Saturday,	May	13,	Munk’s	Motors	will	
host their annual Devil’s in the Details . There will be various de-
tailing presentations and demonstrations as well as goodie bags, 
food	and	drink	and	raffles.	Plan	to	be	there;	this	is	a	great	time.

The following weekend also has two events . On Saturday, May 
20,	we	host	the	Tire	Rack	Street	Survival	School	For	Teenagers	
in the parking lot of Faith Christian Assembly in Melvindale . 
Our instructors will teach students how to control their vehicle in 
emergency situations . Your children won’t learn these maneuvers 
in driver’s ed; what they learn at our Street Survival School may 
save their life .

On	Sunday,	May	21.	We	will	have	our	first	driving	event	of	the	
year—the Spring Tour . Vice President Gretus Hoogestraat is plan-

ning	an	excellent	route	followed	by	dinner	in	a	fine	restaurant.	So	
get your Porsche shined and gassed, grab your navigator and head 
out to the staging area to be announced

As if that is not enough, we have another program on Sunday, 
May 28 . Fred Young is again hosting Waterford Hills Family Day . 
This is a fun opportunity to watch competitive racing on Water-
ford’s	1.5	mile	road	course,	see	club	members	Merritt	Scott	Col-
lins, Tony Mac and others compete for trophies and participate in 
parade laps on the track during lunch hour .

The remainder of the summer is just as action packed . Check 
out the calendar on page four and read the detailed announce-
ments throughout this issue . 

We have a new feature starting this month, My First Sports 
Car . In this issue, John Keilly recounts the trials and tribulations 
of	owning	a	FIAT	124	(As	we	all	know,	FIAT	stands	for	Fix	It	
Again Tony) . This will be a monthly column and we encourage all 
of	you	to	submit	stories	about	your	first	sports	car.	Leo	Wanstreet,	
Mark	VanderEyk	and	I	all	had	Triumph	TR3’s	as	our	first	sports	
cars; there are some good stories here .

Other interesting reads in this issue include President Marc 
Molzon’s discussion of The Power, an analysis of the placement 
of Porsche’s engines . Andrew Olson brings back The Shark Tank 
with a review of his tow vehicle, Peppers . Finally, our monthly 
contributor Tom Fielitz, discusses two types of car enthusiasts, 
Collectors and Flippers .

We have a great season planned . Please join us for cars and 
fun . Remember, “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people .”

bY MICHAEL COHEN
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“The Power”

This month I want to dedicate my column to The 
Power of Porsche . In last month’s article I men-
tioned that the power Porsche gets out of their 4 and 

6	cylinder	engines	is	just	amazing	to	compete	with	the	likes	
of the larger higher horsepower engines . It’s not just the en-
gine—it’s also the thoughtful design of how the engine is 
placed	within	each	Porsche.	Take	the	911,	for	instance.	The	
way the motor is placed in the car gives the weight of the 
motor a much lower center of gravity by the cylinders be-
ing horizontally opposed or Flat which increases handling . 
This differs from the more popular V or straight cylinder 
configuration	which	puts	some	of	the	weight	of	the	engine	
much higher and decreases the stability during performance 
driving . Also with the motor situated in the rear, it gives the 
car much more grip coming out of the corners which really 
helps on some tracks and situations . A caution for those not 
familiar	with	 driving	 a	 911:	The	 rear	 engine	 does	 tend	 to	
make the car understeer (which means the front of the car 
is losing grip because of the weight in the back .) So it does 
take some great setup and knowledge to balance this out and 
get the most out of the car . 

If anyone watched or made it to the Rolex 24 hour race 
this year, you may have heard about the changes made to the 
911	race	car	in	the	GT	class	as	they	moved	the	engine	for-
ward . The main reason for this, in my opinion, was to put in 
a diffuser under the car to help with the aero grip on the track . 
The new Ford GT has a huge diffuser, as do the other teams . 
Without shifting the engine forward, Porsche could not get 
the diffuser in place to help with the grip in order to compete 
with the other teams using this technology . 

So, wondering what’s up next for Porsche to compete on 
the	world	stage?	Will	it	be	going	to	a	flat	eight-cylinder	mo-
tor or will they go back to a smaller turbocharged engine 
to get that all-important Power all drivers love to feel? We 
know what they changed with the Boxster and Cayman…
what do you think they will do in the future? 

On the topic of power, if you haven’t already attended one 
of our track events, I highly encourage you to sign up for 
one and give it a try—or feel free to just come by an event 
and check it out . It’s nice with no speed limits, a closed track 

and	 a	 qualified	 Instructor	 in	 the	 car	 keeping	 you	 safe	 and	
improving your driving skills . Sign up on Clubregistration .
net or go to our web site for more details . We’ve got a lot of 
events on deck this month:

•	 The	first	DE	of	the	season	is	May	12	

•	 If	you	want	to	clean	up	your	car	before	or	after	one	of	
our events, Munks is doing their annual Devils in the 
Details	 on	May	 13	 to	 show	 you	 some	 great	 tips	 and	
products to get our cars looking great . 

•	 Our	Annual	Street	Survival	School	will	take	place	on	
May	20th.	As	mentioned	 last	month,	 please	 get	 your	
kids signed-up or come out and help us with this great 
event . 

•	 Bring	your	Porsche	out	for	the	first	driving	event	of	the	
new	year	on	May	21,	The	Annual	Spring	Tour	hosted	
by Gretus Hoogestraat for a great drive and dinner, 
with sign up on Clubregistration .net . If you haven’t 
used clubregistration .net before, this is the way we sign 
up for events to keep everyone informed on all we have 
going on . We have a tutorial on our web site on how to 
set up an account on Clubregistration . 

•	 We	will	also	have	our	annual	Family	Day	at	Waterford	
Hills Raceway on May 28th . That’s one of the race 
weekends at the track and we get VIP parking on the 
hill and have an opportunity to meet some of the rac-
ers—which some of them are our instructors and mem-
bers . We also get the opportunity to do some parade 
laps around the track at Noon typically . 

•	 Then	 there’s	 the	Detroit	Grand	Prix	 on	Belle	 Isle	 on	
June 2-4 . The IMSA Weathertech Sportscar Champion-
ship running along with the Verizon Indy Car Champi-
onship, The Trans Am race and the Speed Energy Sta-
dium Super Trucks racing going over some jumps they 
put on the race track that gets pretty wild . Check out 
the special parking available on the island for Porsches 
by going to http://detroitgp .com and then for details, 
navigate to: Tickets > Continental Tire Car Corral > 
Porsche . 

Hope to see you at these events as the driving season is at 
full throttle now .

bY MARC MOLZON

Porsche. People.
Power. Passion…
Porsche. People.
Power. Passion…New Member Welcome

at

Automotive Techniques
40500 Grand River, Suite J • Novi, MI

Due to Unforeseen Circumstances,
this event is now 

Saturday May 6, 2017

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Come join us for coffee and bagels/donuts at Jeff Jones’ 

automotive specialty shop to meet and  

welcome our newer members.

All MeMbeRS aRe welCoMe.

event Chair: Greg Gallagher

gjgallagher@comcast.net

313 • 300 • 4191
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SoutheaStern Michigan region/ PorSche club of aMerica

Driver Education Program

FRIDAY May 12, 2017 
Is Our Annual Beginner’s Day

at Waterford Hills

Class Room and On-Track
Skill Based Instruction • Improve Your Overall Driving

Drive Like a Pro • Have Fun

For further information see the website, www.sempca.org
Look for the Driver’s Education box to find the forms you’ll need.

You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net

For more information, please contact:

Driver Education Chair Chief Instructor
Steve Carbary 586 • 242 • 6437 Marc Molzon 248 • 882 • 1759
s2carbary@comcast.net mextremem@hotmail.com

Porsche of Ann Arbor

We invite you to visit our brand new  
Porsche showroom.

Let us help you find the new (or used)  
Porsche of your dreams.

Come visit our brand new Porsche building:

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State Street • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street, Exit #177, go North 

1/2 mile…Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales: 734-761-3200
www.porscheannarbor.com
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THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS
SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 

either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 
Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  

for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA, C/O P4. Please see page 4 for the address

FOR SALE: 1989 Porsche 944: Guards 
red	 with	 black	 interior.	 2.7L	 In-Line	 4	
cylinder, fuel injected single overhead 
cam 8 value engine . Porsche script seat 
inserts,	16”	phone	dial	wheels,	resprayed	
with factory original paint, aftermar-
ket	 high	 flow	 exhaust,	 5	 speed	manual	
transmission,	 Roadmaster	 VRCD400-
SDU in-dash head unit with USB CON-
TROL	FOR	MP3	/	WMA,	84,154	miles.	
$8,900.00.	 Contact	 Matt	 Fenster	 248-
496-3004	 or	 matt@sellyoursportscar.
net.	(11/16).

FOR SALE: 1987 Porsche 911 Carre-
ra Targa, Guards Red with Black Inte-
rior,	94,500	miles.	I	have	pampered	this	
car for almost eight years . Drives and 

looks great . New clutch, tires, shocks, 
updated electrical, recent oil change, and 
complete maintenance record . Front and 
rear spoilers, Sirius radio, and car cover . 
$43,000.	Mark	Blazevic	248-761-5346,	
MarkBlazevic@yahoo.com.	(11/16)

FOR SALE: 1971 Porsche 911T 
Coupe: Sepia Brown . One owner . Full 
service documentation . COA . Original 
window sticker .tool kit . Excellent con-
dition . Survivor . Rare opportunity . Con-
tact	Michael	Cohen	 248-227-8604;	mi-
chael@sellyoursportscar.net	(1/17)

FOR SALE: Cayenne winter tires and 
wheels.	 Like	 new	 Blizzak	 275/40x20	
on black Rial (German) Porto (5-spoke) 

20x9	wheels.	These	were	new	last	win-
ter	at	$2200	for	the	TechArt	Turbo.	The	
Cayenne went to live in GA so winter 
tires are available for the worst of MI 
winter - still to come! Ready to bolt on 
(can	do	 for	you)	$1200.	Call	Ron	586-
749-9804.		(1/17)

FOR SALE: 2011 Trailex aluminum 
trailer. Dual axle with front stone guard 
and spare wheel/tire . (Originally built 
for	 Boxster-Spyder).	 $3,800.00.	 Con-
tact:	 Gordon	 Ford	 at:	 586-291-7889;	
gordontford@yahoo.com.	(3/17)

Welcome
New Members:

Karl Barr
David Courter

Philippe Gaentzhirt
William Rietow

John Roby
Robert Rochte

Lars Theunissen
Wayne Youngblood

 

Showings and Consultations
by Appointment

Matt Fenster
matt@sellyoursportscar.net

248.496.3004

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyoursportscar.net

248.227.8604

2001 Centerpoint Parkway • Pontiac, MI 48341

NOTE: We have changed our name to better reflect our rapidly  
expanding business and more diverse inventory.

www.SellYourSportSCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

Due to popular demand, we recommend that you RSVP to:
devil@munks.com

Goodie bags  Food & drink  Raffles  Experts

Sponsored by Munk's Motors and SEMPCA

Saturday, May 13 from 10 am to 3 pm
at Munk's Motors in Waterford

You're invited to the 13th annual

Featuring:
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INSURANCE REPAIRS • BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SINCE 1922
Commercial & Residential

Alterations and Repairs

Website: www.burtonbrothers.net
eMail: djb@burtonbrothers.net
Office: 248-357-7000
Fax: 248-353-5638
Cell: 248-882-0231Dave Burton

Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Expert Auto Detailing
248 - AUTO SPA

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

(288-6772)

Bf•˜ t‹„š nˆž c„˜ fˆˆ’B
YPQ wN QQ mŒ’ˆ r‡  r• „’ o„‘
žžžN“•š•˜†Œš „›š•™–„N†•“

"Voted Best Auto Detailing Center in
2009 & 2010 on WDIV's Vote 4 the Best"

$20 Off
   Complete Detail Package

Leather Interior Restoration
911 / 928 / 944 / 968 / 930

Dash Boards • Seats • Console • Carpet
Leather and Vinyl Coverings Available in Kit Form or Installed

Read about our work in the  
September	2008	issue	of	Excellence Magazine

“Same	Difference”	(p.75)

Shop Hours by Appointment

Classic 9 Leather Shop
7250	Drexel	St.	•	Dearborn	Hts.,	MI	48127

www.classic9leathershop.com
info@classic9leathershop.com

313-682-1983

Like us on Facebook –

Southeast Michigan Porsche Club

of America

Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50

38703 Hans Auto Electric_Layout 1  4/23/14  9:35 AM  Page 1

HUNDREDS 
OF CRAFT BEERS

Saturday, May 20, 2016
  Slow Speed Slalom 
  Pizza party & movie night.

Sunday, May 21, 2016
Gates Open 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
 Swap meet
 Non-Judged Car Show celebrating ALL variations
   of Volkswagens (originals, restorations, customs,
   race cars, drag cars, kit cars, dune buggies, trikes, 
   ratrods, daily beaters...

For more information
see MVVC.net or scan here

Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club
presents the

30th Vintage
Volkswagen Festival

Now a Two-Day Event
Porsches Welcome!
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Street Survival School
for Teenagers

Saturday May 20, 2017

Faith Christian Assembly
25201 w. outer Drive, Melvindale, MI

8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Only $75      Limited Availability

Register Now at http://streetsurvival.org
Volunteers are needed to run this event. 
Please Contact Event Chair Marc Molzon 

248-882-1759 or mextremem@hotmail.com 
or Don Kleist 586-247-8178 or dkleist@att.net

RECAP

Autocore

bY TIM HARTGE

Owners	of	996/997	Turbo,	GT2	and	GT3	cars	take	heed,	your	
coolant	system	may	soon	hand	you	a	$3500	plus	repair	bill.	
It could happen, says Stephen Cramer, owner of Autocore 

Performance Group LLC in Waterford, Michigan . “If there’s one 
message I could tell the group here today, it’s that the coolant pipes 
on these vehicles will fail at some point,” Stephen said . It’s another 
one	of	those	IMS	bearing	like	issues	that	worry	most	996	Carrera	
owners,	except	this	one	is	for	911	Turbo	and	GT	cars.	The	coolant	
pipes loosen or come out altogether from their aluminum manifolds . 
Having said that however, Stephen cautions, “The percentage of 
cars affected doesn’t matter except if it’s your car .”

Roughly	 40	 members	 and	 guests	 of	 the	 Southeast	 Michigan	
Porsche Club of America turned out for the Tech Session on a rainy 
Saturday	morning,	March	25,	2017,	to	hear	Stephen’s	talk.	He	dis-
cussed the two possible methods of repair for the coolant pipes on 
all	996/997	Turbo,	GT2,	and	GT3	cars.	According	to	Stephen	these	
are great cars and engines, but if you buy one and the coolant pipes 
haven’t	been	addressed,	just	subtract	about	$3500-$5000	from	the	
purchase price because this repair will eventually have to be done .

There are two methods for coolant pipe repairs . Stephen said 
that he could TIG weld (aluminum welding) the coolant pipes to 
the water manifolds or pin the pipes and manifolds together . The 
996	Turbo	has	8	pipes	and	the	997	Turbo	has	6	metal	pipes	plus	3	
plastic	elbows	that	get	replaced	with	metal	ones.	The	GT1,	GT2,	
GT3	variants	are	all	slightly	different	with	regard	to	the	number	
of	pipes.	Overall,	there	are	approximately	8	-	11	locations	on	the	
engine that need to be repaired . Stephen says he prefers the weld-
ing	 process	 over	 pinning	 because	 it’s	 a	more	 permanent	 fix.	 If	
you’re going racing, some sanctioning bodies specify the welding 
process . “You don’t want your coolant leaking all over your rear 
tires during a race because you will soon be backside into a wall 

or	barrier,”	Stephen	added.	Whichever	fix	you	choose,	the	engine	
must be removed from the vehicle .

Essentially, Stephen said the price is about the same, roughly 
$3500-5000	depending	on	whether	the	coolant	pipes	are	welded	
or pinned and other miscellaneous maintenance items . Welding 
does cost more because the coolant components have to be re-
moved from the engine . This requires more labor and parts-gas-
kets, seals, etc . The repair takes three or four days to complete . 
Whether	it’s	a	996	or	997	Turbo,	the	car	should	be	inspected	for	
other maintenance and wear items at the same time . Stephen said, 
“While we’re in there we check such things as hoses, spark plugs, 
wires and the clutch .” Clearly, Porsche is a passion for the Auto-
core Performance team . 

An attendee asked if all the work is done in house . Stephen re-
sponded, “We have a high standard, most outsourcing just doesn’t 
live	up	to	our	standard.”	Details	matter,	he	said,	like	flushing	the	
cooling	 system	 and	 refilling	 it	 with	 genuine	 Porsche	 coolant.	
“You don’t want that stuff crystallizing in the engine,” he added . 

There were many telltale signs of passion and a well-run shop 
at Autocore . The modern shop is well lit and the stalls are neat and 
clean . This all made sense once you understand that Stephen has a 
chemical engineering background . The details do matter at Auto-
core	Performance	Group	and	for	you	if	you	own	a	996/997	Turbo,	
GT2	or	GT3	car.	Talk	to	Stephen	and	you	will	rest	easier	tonight	
knowing your car’s coolant system is well looked after by the pros 
at Autocore Performance Group, LLC . As Porsche owners know, 
the maintenance and details matter, otherwise it can cost you . Be 
advised	Turbo	owners.	Darn,	I	better	flush	my	Carrera’s	cooling	
system this spring!

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 16

PHOTOS: TIM HARTGE, MARC MOLZON & GRETUS HOOGESTRAAT

President Marc Molson chats with board member Fred Young

Past president Howard Gilson, Mark VanderEyk, 
Autocore’s Kurt Olmstad and Gary Ambrus
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Autocore (continued from page 14) RECAP

SEM/PCA Lunch &
Gateway Classic Cars

STORY & PHOTOS bY WRITER

After our Breakfast last month we 
decided to have our second “Food 
and Activity Event” on April 

Fools	Day.	At	12:00	PM	we	met	at	Long-
horn Steakhouse in Allen Park, which is 
easily	accessible	from	both,	I-94	and	I-96.	
It seemed like everybody had a great time 
and was enjoying food and drinks . 

After	 lunch,	 around	 2:00	 PM,	we	met	
at “Gateway Classic Cars” showroom in 
Dearborn, just 5 minutes away from the 
restaurant . Actually it is a used car dealer, 
but it feels like a collection or museum . If 
you close by, stop in . It is worth to see the 
cars and you might want to buy one .

The Detroit showroom opened its doors 
in	June	of	2013	and	is	the	fourth	addition	
to Gateway Classic Cars chain . Detroit 
has been dubbed the “Motor City Capital 
of the World” . The showroom is located 
in historic “Ford Country”, just footsteps 
from Ford Motor Company World Head-
quarters and a short drive to the General 
Motors World Headquarters in the Renaissance Building in 
downtown Detroit . Henry Ford once roamed these streets 

with Model T’s, the Dodge brothers raced their way around 
city roads and extinct companies like Oldsmobile and Pontiac 
have left fossils reminding us of the greatest era in automotive 

history—the Muscle Car Era .
Events like these provide an opportu-

nity to get together with fellow club mem-
bers and visit interesting places .

I’m planning a “SEM/PCA Breakfast” 
or	“SEM/PCA	Brunch”	on	June	11th,	be-
fore visiting the “HOODS IN THE REAR” 
show on Packard Proving Grounds in 
Shelby Charter Township .

For future Breakfast/Brunch/Dinner 
events, please help me to identify other 
interesting venues…a museum, a garage 
or something else that our members would 
enjoy .

Please	 email	 gretus@sempca.org	 for	
suggestions .

JP Joans, Kiro & Paula Trendov, Lucas Phan, Gina Joans & Victoria

Kiro & Paula Trendov, Lucas Phan, 
Daniel Conrad Michael Cohen, 
Tom Grabowski & Tom Fielitz

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 19

Checking coolant pipes on a Porsche Turbo

Some of the 40 plus attendees

Steve Cramer discusses the coolant pipe issues

Steve reviews coolant aternatives

Autocore Performance services race cars
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!  
SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 

Spring Driving Tour & Dinner 

Meeting Time: TBD 

TBD Area 
(Specific location to be determined) 

First car out: 3:30pm 

Please join your fellow Porsche enthusiasts on the first tour of our Driving Season. 
Celebrate the end of winter and the arrival of spring. 

Come and enjoy your car, interesting roads and good friends.  

We will meet in TBD area before setting out on the drive and conclude with dinner at TBD 

Please register at: www.clubregistration.net.  

Look for more info next month and via e-mail blast 

Event Chair: 
Greg Gallagher gjgallagher@comcast.net 

313 • 300 • 4191 

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, May 21, 2017

Spring Driving Tour & Dinner

Woohooooo,	it	is	happening,	our	first	driving	tour	of	the	Season	!!!
Celebrate the end of winter and arrival of spring with your fellow Porsche enthusiasts

Enjoy your car, interesting roads, and good friends

We’ll	meet	in	the	Auburn	Hills	area	at	2:00	PM
First	car	out	at	3:00	PM	going	to	our	dinner	destination	on	Lake	St.	Clair

Please register at www.clubregistration.net

For any question contact Event Chair

Gretus	Hoogestraat	/	gretus@sempca.org	

248	•	670	•	1761

Gateway Classic Cars (continued from page 17)

Some of the eye candy at Gateway…
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

pOrscHE Of THE  
MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.

EDMGP4 ad_v2A.indd   1 5/7/12   6:06 PM



22 n P4 n MAY 2017 MAY 2017 n P4 n 23

bY TOM FIELITZ

Collectors and Flippers

Car enthusiasts love a good car story, and lately, those 
car stories are about the so-called Barn Find . That is 
where a presumably rare and valuable car has been hid-

den away in a barn only to be tracked down and found by a car 
enthusiast . What happens more often is that they were stored 
away in a tiny suburban garage for decades for reasons usually 
unclear . I am sure there are far more old cars stored in garages 
than in barns, but that would just take away some of the mys-
tique of the story . 

The best part of the story is how much money these derelict 
cars are worth even in their dirty and un-restored condition . If 
we are to believe the story even the dirt and grime adds to the 
value . Very occasionally one of these wrecks makes it to a major 
car auction and is sold off for real eyebrow-raising amount of 
money . There has even a new category created in some major 
car Concours events for the preservation class car on display 
with nothing more than a sympathetic cleaning . The auctions 
and	the	Concours	do	nothing	more	than	validate	this	barn	find	as	
a collectible car fueling the dreams of real car collectors . To all 
this, I say if something is too good to believe it probably is too 
good to be true . Some of the most outrageous of these collector 
stories involve Porsches . 

We are supposed to believe that a pile of rusty Porsche parts 
has the same value as a well-preserved car . In some cases, the 
value is just to obtain the serial number as the basis to restore a 
real car . It may be true that the value of a model with a low pro-
duction number may appreciate more than a similar car of a dif-
ferent vintage . Establishing the true market value of an old car 
depends on a lot of factors . Anyone who follows the Mart area 
in Panorama will be amazed at how the number of old Porsches 
has shrunk over the years, yet asking prices have skyrocketed . 
As we might remember from our schooling, this is called the 
economic law of supply and demand . Supply goes down, and 
demand goes up, so the value goes up . But what if demand goes 
down? Owners are either forced to sit on their “offered” car or 
try	to	create	the	demand	they	need.	The	barn	finds	stories,	and	
the auctions are one way to create demand . 

I have lost count of how many stories I have read about cars 
that were found and restored and shortly thereafter go on the 
market	for	some	wildly	inflated	price.	The	car	that	gets	a	fas-
cinating background generates interest, and that generates de-
mand . If you can prove, a celebrity drove that car much less 
actually	owned	 it	you	have	 the	basis	of	 inflating	 the	value.	 If	

you can trot that car around to car 
shows and win trophies, you also 
add provenance and value . 

There may have been thousands 
of a model sold, but there is always 
that odd combination of options that 
make it one of a kind and thus more 
valuable than all the rest . Once again 
this would mean almost nothing to 
the actual car collector, but means 
everything to the person who buys 
the	car	with	the	intent	 to	flip	it	for	
resale at a higher price . Faced with 
a derelict car the real car collector 
knows that restoration costs can eat 
up	all	the	profitability	in	a	car.	It	is	far	better	to	let	someone	else	
pour money into a bottomless pit restoration of that derelict car . 
When the car collector sells off that restoration project, it often 
falls	into	the	hands	of	the	“flipper”	who	doesn’t	want	to	own	that	
car	but	is	looking	for	instant	profit	and	quick	resale.	Then	there	is	
the side of the business called the auto auction . 

There is a lot of money to be made in the auction business . 
Like all business’, there is an element of people who manipulate 
the	participants	 for	 their	own	profit.	Fees	and	side	businesses	
involving preparation and even shipping of cars for sale often 
fuel this business . Pay close attention to the car auctions on TV, 
and you will start to see the winners and losers in the car auction 
business . Like the casino house in the gambling business, the 
auction house is always the winner in the long run . They will 
collect their fee whether a car sells or doesn’t sell and assess 
an auction fee to the buyer when it does sell . That is why there 
is always the pressure on the buyer to sell without a reserve or 
minimum	price.	The	savvy	“flipper”	plays	that	game	as	well	and	
might put the same car in several auctions to drive up interest . 
The dirty side of that action is when the seller buys his own car 
at	whatever	inflated	price	just	to	establish	a	phony	market	value.	
Greed	is	an	amazing	driving	force	in	most	any	financial	transac-
tions even among car enthusiasts .

There	is	certainly	no	harm	in	being	amazed	at	the	barn	find	
story . Car auctions are a form of entertainment for some and a 
profitable	business	for	many.	But	be	skeptical	of	the	barn	find	
stories you hear because many of them are just stories and noth-
ing more .

RECAP

Opening the 
First Door - DE101

bY STEVE CARBARY

Trying any new experience can 
be intimidating . Especially one 
that involves a prized sports 

car combined with a race course . The 
amount of unknowns in that com-
bination can seem overwhelming to 
just about anyone . Those of us on the 
HPDE Team completely understand 
this feeling as we have all been there 
ourselves . This is the reason for our 
annual	DE-101	event.	To	open	the	first	
door and offer a look inside at all that 
a High Performance Driver Education 
event has to offer . 

The event is always scheduled a 
few	weeks	before	our	first	HPDE.	For	
2017,	our	first	DE	will	be	held	on	May	
12th	at	Waterford	hills.	The	few	weeks	
in between gives those who attend time 
to prepare their cars and themselves for 
an exciting day at the track .

For	 our	 DE-101,	 Doug	 Anthony,	
Track Manager for Waterford Hills, 
graciously opened the track up to us 
for the day . I cannot thank him enough 
for	doing	this.	It	gives	everyone	a	first	hand	chance	to	see	the	
grounds and facilities . I believe this goes a long way in easing 
some of the anxiety .

The day began with Marc Molzon, our Chief Instructor and 
Club President, and I talking in the classroom . Yes, classroom . 
Our High Performance Drivers Education days include times 
when students take their cars on the track with their instructors 
and times when we have classroom sessions . These classroom 
times allow us to discuss the concepts of car dynamics and driv-
ing techniques . We break down terms like understeer and rotation, 
weight transfer and threshold braking in further detail . The class 
sessions reinforce what students are putting to practical use dur-
ing the driving sessions . We feel this dual approach is extremely 
beneficial	and	separates	us	from	just	‘open	track’	days.	For	this	
day though, Marc and I spoke about registration, how the sched-
ule of the day runs, and a few driving basics . 

Later that morning, we all took a walking lap of the track . A 
track	walk	 is	 usually	 scheduled	 for	 8:50	 a.m.	 on	 every	HPDE	
event . This is where an instructor will take a group for a walk 
around	 one	 lap	 of	 the	 track.	 They	 will	 describe	 the	 ‘line’	 you	
should drive and where you should position the car . They will 

give you visual clues and point out important features such as 
flagging	stations	and	marking	cones.	This	is	a	great	opportunity	to	
see	the	track	at	‘ground	level’	and	is	very	popular.	Seeing	it	at	this	
pace	and	not	in	a	car	will	give	you	vital	information	that	benefit	
even experienced students  . 

It was a beautiful day and there was much activity as we saw 
some volunteers from the Waterford club working around the 
grounds and on the track itself . Patching and putting tar down 
in between seams is an every spring occurrence, I imagine . The 
spring driving itch is getting to us all, it seems . Waterford Hills has 
a busy summer schedule and we are happy to be part of it . Over 
the many years and decades we have held events at this venue, we 
have built a great relationship that is something I personally value 
greatly . They may not be full of glitz and glamor, but they sure 
do know how to take care of people and have a great track that is 
always ready for some serious driving .

This	years	DE-101	may	have	come	and	gone	but	do	not	worry	
if you missed it . The Southeast Michigan Driver’s Education team 
is always prepared to help you and guide anyone into one of our 
events . If you are interested in seeing what the fun is all about, 
please	hesitate	to	contact	Marc	or	me.	We	will	open	the	first	door	
and invite you in !!!

Chief instructor Marc Molzon leads attendees on a track walk



24 n P4 n MAY 2017 MAY 2017 n P4 n 25

`
Jo Brighton Special Olympics 

4460 18th Street 
Wyandotte, MI 48192 

Maggie Gibson, Local Coordinator 

Cell 734-626-3600 

Dear Members of the Porsche Club of Southeastern Michigan,  

Thank you for your very generous donation to Jo Brighton Special Olympics.  As you may know, Jo Brighton 
Special Olympics receives no funds from federal, state or school districts.  All of our funds must be raised by fundraisers 
or donations.  That is why we so appreciate people like you.  Our coaches all volunteer, too.  But we need funds to attend 
competitions, overnight stays, transportation, uniforms and equipment, training fees, etc. We have begun a new sport, 
Kayaking.   Jo Brighton started this activity three years ago. This past fall, Michigan Special Olympics held its first state 
competition for Kayaking at its Fall Games. This was possible because Jo Brighton was so insistent on making this an 
official state sport. It was also possible because of people like you who support our program. 

We also train and compete in Soccer, Cycling, Poly Hockey (2 teams), Swimming, Bowling, Track & Field, 
Snowboard, Snowshoe & Alpine Ski & Power Lifting. We have 5 Basketball Teams!   Our program has about 100 athletes 
with intellectual disabilities. We have increased our student population and now have athletes as young as11. So, our 
athletes now range in age from 11-26, living in the 17 downriver school districts.  

  Without Special Olympics our athletes may not have the same opportunities as other young people in our 
community to train, compete, and just have fun.  Our program provides social outlets for our athletes with intellectual 
disabilities. Our goal is to teach sportsmanship, to teach the game, and teach our athletes to love the game.  We provide 
opportunities to make friends for not just our athletes but parents and volunteers as well.   
  

Thank you again for your support of our program.  God Bless you and your families. 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Gibson 
Special Olympics Coordinator 
Jo Brighton Center

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Got a tricky problem with your Porsche?
We can find it. And we can fix it.
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bY JOHN KEILLY

My First Sports Car…
(an invitation to tell your story)

T his	is	the	first	of	a	planned	series	of	articles	about	member’s	
first	sports	cars.	The	idea	came	from	a	conversation	with	Mi-
chael Cohen, Gretus Hoogestraat and Mark Vander Eyk . Each 

of us had “a story .” We vowed to share ours and we encourage you to 
share yours . Here’s mine .

My experience with sports cars is bifurcated . One early in life, one 
later and a vast difference in ownership experiences . 

My	first	sports	car	came	via	a	circuitous	and	surprising	route.	Like	
many teen boys of my day, I was into drag racing . It was the age of 
the	Detroit	big	blocks—Chevy’s	409,	Chrysler’s	426	Street	Hemi	and	
the	Ford	427.	

My	 interest	 in	 racing	 was	 largely	 confined	 to	 NASCAR,	 back	
when “stock cars” were far closer to showroom stock than the for-
mulaic models that run today, plastered with ads ranging from Tide to 
Viagra . Today, the name of the “manufacturer” is lost among the ads 
and the personality cult of the drivers . 

However, even then, Le Mans was the world’s premiere sports car 
race	and	I	was	awed	when	Ford	finished	1,2,3	in	1966.	Not	surpris-
ingly,	my	first	car	was	a	Ford,	a	1969	Torino	GT…Captain	America.	

Several good friends had sports cars . Angelo DeLaurentis drove 
his MGB-GT from NYC to California and back…over spring break! 
Bob	 Healy	 managed	 to	 fit	 his	 6’4”	 frame	 into	 an	MGB	 and	 Bob	
Zanetti had a Triumph . Jim Reilly had a yard full of MGs and Austin 
Healey’s . Jim was painfully familiar with why Joseph Lucas, electri-
cal supplier to the British auto industry, was widely known as The 
Prince of Darkness.

Then	 these	 was	 the	 1967	 movie,	 The Graduate, where Dustin 
Hoffman’s	character,	Benjamin,	drove	an	Alfa	Romeo	1600	Spider	
Duetto . Did the car have caché because Mr . Hoffman’s Benjamin was 
doing Mrs . Robinson, or was he doing Mrs . Robinson because the car 
had sex appeal? 

P .J . O’Rourke’s iconic and hilarious review of the Aston Martin Vo-
lante, entitled Palm Beach Weekend, sheds some light on the question 
of	cars	and	sex	appeal.	It	appeared	in	the	July	1979	issue	of Car and 
Driver. O’Rourke said, “…the Aston Martin Volante is a dream come 
true . It’s exactly the perfect GT car that you designed in sophomore 
study hall and it does exactly what you wanted that perfect GT car to 
do; it makes you look cool to girls . Like most dreams come true, it’s 
about as practical as a home zoo . In fact, it’s dumb as dirt .” Awkward 
geek that I was, I stopped reading after the “look cool to girls” part . 

Although still enjoying my Detroit big block, I was running it into 
the	ground,	commuting	60	miles	each	way	 to	 the	Grumman	Aero-
space	flight	test	facility	in	eastern	Long	Island,	and	chasing	my	col-
lege girlfriend who had moved up to Glens Falls NY . That put a new 
car on my radar . 

While a sports car was in my consideration set, Alfas and Porsches 
were out of my price range . I told myself that a small, sporty car 
would provide better fuel economy . Captain America and it’s big four 
barrel,	feeding	325	thirsty	horses,	was	only	delivering	17	mpg…on	
the highway!

To	my	everlasting	 regret,	 I	 landed	on	a	Fiat	124	Spyder.	Damn	
you	Mrs.	Robinson!	It	was	a	1.6	liter,	DOHC,	5-speed,	and	an	Italian	
cabrio, like the Alfa . 

Like some Italian women, hidden beneath its attractive Pininfa-
rina exterior was a cold hearted bitch…a nasty, expensive, heart and 
bank account breaking evil witch . 

However,	as	with	the	signorina,	my	relationship	with	the	124	Spy-
der started out to be fun . It was a great car for what we called rat 
racing—something that only young boys in the age of “maximum 
dynamic pressure”—when you know everything and are certain that 
you will live forever—would be foolish enough to do . The “objec-
tive” was to chase the car in front of you and remain as close behind 
as possible . How close? One or two angstroms (look it up) was ideal . 
Meanwhile, the lead car would try to put more distance between you 
and him . 

One	of	my	 few	 fond	memories	 of	 the	Fiat	 124	was	 a	weekend	
spent with two of my closest friends, Roseanna Carr and Rich Con-
nolly . They are fabulous people, extremely smart, loads of fun with 
warm, engaging personalities and the best friends I could ever hope 
to have . We met as young children, survived our misspent youth and 
remain close to this day .

Anyway, Roseanna and her friend Pat had arranged a weekend at 
her friend’s Dad’s place . Getting there involved mountain roads with 
tight turns and steep inclines—ideal for rat racing . We still talk of 
the	warning	sign	for	a	sharp	curve	that	recommended	a	speed	of	10	
mph . It was the only such sign we heeded . Other memories of that 
weekend are less vivid . Pat’s Dad, a sophisticated Italian man, was 

eager to welcome his Irish guests and introduce them to his friend, 
Mr . Bushmills .

Meanwhile,	the	124	Spyder	would	do	112	mph	flat	out,	when	the	
engine	was	in	tune.	When	the	Spyder’s	top	end	dropped	to	105,	it	was	
time to “render unto Caesar”—the Fiat mechanic . 

The engine mounts allowed more rotation than the joint between 
the header and the exhaust pipe could handle . This, and adjustment 
of	 those	 16	 valves,	 became	 regular,	
expensive repairs . Any savings in fuel 
economy were obliterated by frequent 
“rendering” unto Fiat mechanics . 

The beginning of the end was my 
move to Michigan . A car made in sun-
ny Italy was hopeless in Michigan’s 
merciless winters . Apartment living 
meant keeping the car outside . The 
plastic inside door handles snapped off 
in the cold and the outside door locks 
froze . On many winter mornings gain-
ing access to my car required tying a 
Kleenex around the door handle and 
setting	fire	to	it!	Several	seams	on	the	
seats let go . Woefully inadequate only 
begins to describe the performance—or lack thereof—of the heater/
defroster . The absence of AC probably saved me a fortune in re-
pairs…and frustration . 

Driving	the	124	Spyder	also	brought	the	stark	realization	that	cab-
rios	of	 that	 era	were	delightful…at	under	35	mph	and	under	75oF . 
Otherwise, you could replicate the experience by sitting behind the 

exhaust of your Shop Vac while you clean a winter’s worth of dirt and 
road	grime	off	your	garage	floor	on…a	hot	day.	

The list of problems grew exponentially; it was long, mind numb-
ing and bank account draining…just like that signorina . 

In the spring, I opted for sanity over sex appeal and put the car up 
for sale . God smiled upon me . The only two people who came to look 
at it arrived at the same time . It sold! The only things I was ever more 

delighted to be rid of were the signorina 
and my house in CA! A nightmare of 
about	 two	years	and	35,000	miles	was	
over . As a friend familiar with my ex-
perience said, “If you buy an American 
car and it has an Italian cigarette light-
er, you’d better remain a non-smoker!” 

Thereafter, I drove Ford products 
throughout my career there, and for years 
afterward.	 My	 11-year-old	 Volvo	 S	 60	
was a better ownership experience—and 
in	 better	 condition—after	 11	 years	 and	
175,000	miles—than	that	Fiat	124	Spy-
der	was	at	two	years	and	35,000	miles.	

Thankfully, the Cayman S has been 
reliable, fun and richly rewarding, from 

the moment my daughter Alexis and I took delivery in Zuffenhausen, 
to today . 

The Italians make excellent wine and pasta; they are fashion lead-
ers and have some of the more impressive product specialists at auto 
shows . The Italians should stick to the many things they do well . That 
124	Spyder	was	not	one	of	them!

The author’s first car, a Ford Torino GT, “Captain America”

His ill-advised Fiat 124 Spyder…an income security guarantee 
program for mechanics and completely consumed at only 
35,000 miles.
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A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R

d.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
alsted R

d.

5

Come and join your fellow
SEM/PCA Members

Primary Registration for the Parade 
Number and Housing is scheduled 

for February 21
Specific Event and Banquet 

Registration is currently planned for 
early April

Congratulations to Ralf Lindackers
2016 NASA GTS3 Champion

Eastern Nationals 
Work and Race Support 

by 
Autocore Performance Group

Come visit us at our new location:
3565 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 200

Waterford, MI 48328

IMS Bearing
Tire Mounting/Balancing
Custom Fabrication, Cage, Exhaust, Welding
Annual NASA and PCA Tech Inspections
(Yes, we work on street cars too!)

- Porsche - BMW - Mercedes - Ferrari - Lamborghini - Audi - 

Race and Track Support
Parts and Safety Equipment Sales

*Same day availability on most items
Race/Track/Street Suspension Setup

Transaxle Rebuild and LSD Installation

www.facebook.com/apgracing  |  www.apgracing.com  |  autocore@gmail.com

248-843-1900
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P l e a S e  S a v e  t h e  D a t e  f o R  t h e  a N N u a l

SEM/PCA Progressive Dinner
Saturday June 24, 2017

Please note the date change for this year’s Progressive Dinner.
this revision is due to the timing of the Porsche Parade

in Spokane, washington. we apologize in advance
for the change from our usual July date. 

the Club provides the entrée and soft drinks.
Members are asked to bring a favorite dish to share.

Please sign up early.
This popular event has limited space and it often sells out.

Event Chair: Howard Gilson
hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com

248-770-1788

SEM/PCA Member Anniversaries – May 2017

YR Name(s) YR Name(s) YR Name(s)

Thanks to the SEM/PCA webmaster Erik Ohrnberger, we are pleased to now be able to recognize membership anniversaries each month.  
Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  

Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

45 David & Christine Renner 
45 William Lovett
41	 Robert	&	Fayclare	Blau	
34	 Gene	&	Dawn	Kiesel	
32	 Gregory	&	Kevin	Priestap	
26	 Frederick	&	Kathy	Young	
26	 Ray	&	Sharon	Horn	
24 Charles & Tania Spurlock 
23	 Howard	Gilson
22 Gene & Denise Jordan 
21	 William	&	Antoinette	Kreager	
18	 Gordon	&	Christine	Ford	
17	 Richard	&	Carole	Walker	
17	 Stanley	&	Seth	Engelhardt	
16	 Donald	Kleist	Nancy	Richardson	
16	 Angus	&	Karen	Campbell	
14	 Dale	&	Marilyn	Goby	
14	 James	&	Meghan	Dyke	
13	 Ron	&	Darlene	Geb	
13	 Ron	&	Deborah	Oye	

13	 Gregory	&	Diane	Gallagher	
11	 William	Goldenberg	Enid	Bienstock	
10	 Glenn	&	Pamela	Cumberland	
9	 Mark	&	Deb	Panter	
8 Arthur Siteman Nancy Cobb 
8 Gregory & Janice Foersterling 
7	 Mark	Bellissimo
7	 James	Warner
7	 Dennis	McDermott
6	 Ronald	Hable
6	 Michael	Jacobs
6	 Karl	&	Mary	Wittbold	
5	 Daniel	Applefield	Lisa	Walters	
5 Steve & Julia Slane 
4 Juan Valdez Vazquez
4 Cleve & Paula Masson 
4 David Rand
3	 Jeff	&	Kimberly	Aneiros	
3	 Chris	&	Iweta	Ostberg	
3	 Mikhail	Karasev

3	 Andrew	&	Jennifer	Wrobel	
3	 Joel	&	Lisa	Peltier	
3	 allan	nachman
3	 Lisa	Meils	Matt	Baroli	
3	 Mark	Williams
3	 Michael	Yusaf
2 Kiro Trendov
2 Dale Pearson
2 Fred Andalora
2 Nicholas & Nancy Bogaerts 
2 Andree Riley
2 Scott Patterson
1	 Rodney	Corby
1	 Jean	Pierre	Debailleul
1	 Thomas	&	Christine	Grabowski	
1	 Christopher	&	Anne	Hager	
1	 Scott	Kempf
1	 J	&	Mary	Karey	
1	 James	Yono

SEM Board Minutes (4/6/17) by Fred Young
In attendance: Board Members: Marc Molzon, Gretus Hoogestraat, Fred 

Young, John Keilly, Patti Door, Michael Cohen, Greg Gallagher and How-
ard	Gilson.	Officers:	Leo	Wanstreet,	Mark	VanderEyk,	Tim	Hartge,	Steve	
Carbary and Erik Ohrnberger . Absent with notice: Walter Crump 

Call to Order: 7:00	P.M.	by	President	Marc	Molzon.	
Minutes: Moved by J .K . and G .H . to approve . Motion passed .
Financial: Leo Wanstreet – Financials are all in order . Revenues from 

the P4 are down . We received a special rebate from National . Moved by 
J .K . and G .H . to approve . Motion passed .

Membership:	Greg	Gallagher.	–	1013	total	members.	Membership	hold-
ing steady . 

Insurance: Greg Gallagher – Needed for May events and DE’s . There 
is to be a script for driving tours and a lead and follow-up car to avoid 
incidents .

P-4: Michael Cohen and John Keilly – Tim Hartge offered to serve as 
associate editor . “My First Sports Car” is to be a new column .

OLD BUSINESS:
March 4: Stahl’s Automotive Foundation: Gretus Hoogestraat – 25 

members attended the breakfast and museum tour . The museum consisted 
of unique cars along with automated musical instruments and was thor-
oughly enjoyed . 

March 25: Autocore: Marc	Molzon	–	Well	attended	with	50	members.	
They talked about water pipe welding and IMS bearings . 

April 9: DE-101 Class at Waterford: Steve Carbary – Handbooks are 
printed and looking for a good turnout .

May 6: New Member Gathering:	Greg	Gallagher	–	Due	to	a	conflict	
for	Automotive	Techniques	the	event	date	is	changed	to	May	6th.

April 29: Swap Meet at Farmington Hills Porsche: Michael Cohen – 
Plaques	made.	20	tables	available.	7	have	been	reserved	already.

May 12: DE Waterford #1: Steve Carbary – Contracts are signed . Some 
members have registered for all four events . Looking for a great season .

May 13: Devil’s in the Details: Chris Braden – On track .
May 20: Street Survival School: John Keilly, Don Kleist – OK
May 21: Spring Tour: Gretus Hoogestraat – Plans in the works
May 28: Waterford Hills Family Day: Fred Young – The date is con-

firmed.	Will	hoist	banners.
June 24: Progressive Dinner: Howard Gilson – Homes are secured .
July 8: Deutsche Marques: Fred Young – Motor City BMW Club is 

going . Details forthcoming .
July 9-15: Porsche Parade:	Gretus	Hoogestraat	 –	 11	SEM	members	

are signed up . 
August 20: Picnic and Concours: Patti Door, Don Kleist, Fred Young 

– No report .
President’s Meeting: Marc Molzon: -There is a new editor for Pano . A 

charity	subsidy	is	now	available.	New	6	month	“Test	Drive”	memberships	
are available . Motion by P .D . and G .H . to approve payment for hotel, meals 
and mileage (IRS rate) for the president and a designate to attend the Presi-
dent’s Meeting . Motion passed . Motion by G .H . and P .D . to reimburse DE 
Chair for mileage and lunch .

60th Anniversary Party: Patti Door – A tentative budget was present-
ed . Moved by G .G . and G .H . to approve . Motion carried . The date will be 
the	8th	or	15th	of	September,	2018.

Web site: Gretus Hoogestraat – PCA is now the host . Erik Ohrnberger 
discussed the changeover method .

Goodie Store: Gretus Hoogestraat – No report .
Event Reports: Needed for Stahl’s and Autocore .
Meeting adjourned at 9:06 P.M. 
Refreshments and Locations: Thursday, May 4 – John Keilly – Gil-

son’s;	Thursday,	June	1-	Patti	Door	–	Gilson’s
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P4 Advertising Rates per Calendar Quarter

(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution • TIFF -- 600 dpi

• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline

Two Page Gatefold   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 525

Full Page  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 299

½ Page (back cover)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 299

½ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 172

¼ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 105

Business Card   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$  68

(COLOR 50% EXTRA)

MiniMuM Ad Run is OnE fuLL CALEndAR QuARTER

E-mail your ad to:P4@sempca.org — Thank you!

Michael Cohen, Editor 248•227•8604

Eric Wheeler Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
 eric@novibenz.com

     CrossRoads 
        Plaza
     CrossRoads 
        Plaza

At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Steve’s European Automotive
4920 Pontiac lake Road

waterford, MI 48328

248.674.2770
StevesEuropeanAuto.com

Proudly Serving
Oakland County

for 30+ years!

bY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Around The Zone

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
Before all of our regions’ driving seasons began, it was time for 

us to hold our annual Zone 4 Presidents’ and DE Meetings . This year 
we were joined by National President Caren Cooper as well as sev-
eral other members of the National Staff . The meetings comprised a 
weekend full of activities which began on Friday night with a Wel-
come Dinner at Zia’s located at the Docks at International Park, where 
we were given the use of their private dining room . The next morn-
ing started bright and early with the Presidents’ Meeting . Attendees 
had the opportunity to win some fantastic prizes generously donated 
by the organizers of the Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix, Racer Parts 
Wholesale, TireRack, Griot’s Garage, and PCNA . I am pleased to an-
nounce that every region within Zone 4 was represented, with most 
regions	sending	a	number	of	members,	as	we	filled	the	ballroom	at	
the Maumee Bay Resort . The afternoon session consisted of several 
presentations including a Social Media Webinar, Parade, and an im-
portant presentation by National Driving Tour Chair Greg Halverson . 
After an informative and enlightening day of interactive discussions, 
many of us went out to enjoy an evening of dinner and entertainment 
in our own private VIP area at the Hollywood Casino for some social 
playtime . Sunday’s meeting was dedicated to addressing DE ques-
tions and concerns led by John Krecek, a member of the National DE 
Committee . A great deal was accomplished during these meetings . 

Most importantly, I wanted this weekend to be a balance of produc-
tive discussion and education as well as a chance for us to socialize 
and bond through fun, light hearted activities thereby promoting my 
main theme for the weekend, which was to encourage all of us to join 
forces	and	come	together	in	order	to	enhance	our	ability	to	work	as	1	
cohesive Zone thus providing even more opportunities for our mem-
bers to enjoy the camaraderie that PCA offers . 

I recently attended Northern Ohio Region’s New Member Party 
held	at	Porsche	of	Beachwood.	Nearly	200	members	were	treated	to	an	
amazing	display	of	cars	which	included	a	918	and	two	911R	s,	while	
dining on a fantastic buffet dinner . During the evening, the region 
awarded	1	lucky	new	member	with	a	free	DE,	and	I	had	the	honor	of	
recognizing	Robert	Frye	for	his	50	years	of	membership	 in	PCA	by	
presenting him with several items from the region and National .

There are a number of wonderful events taking place this year 
throughout the zone . Please continue to check the master calendar, 
which is posted on the events page of the Zone 4 Website, http://
zone4 .pca .org, as well as your local region’s website and newsletter 
for the latest details on the many events close to you that are being 
planned . Also, consider attending other regions’ events, such as:
•	 May	5-7	is	MORPCA’s Club Race and DE at Mid-Ohio Sports 

Car Course
•	 Western Michigan Region’s New Member Gathering at 
Porsche	of	Grand	Rapids	is	May	6

•	 May	6	is	Central Indiana Region’s	1st Saturday Breakfast  
at Eva’s Pancake House in Muncie

•	 Join	Maumee Valley Region	on	May	6	for	a	Kentucky	Derby	
Party at Porsche of Ann Arbor

•	 May	12	is	Ohio Valley Region’s Annual Charity Wine Tasting 
and Member Social

•	 ARPCA’s Meguiar’s Car Detailing Session at Fowler  
Automotive	is	May	13

•	 May	16	is	Rally Sport Region’s Beginner’s Track Day at  
Waterford Hills

•	 Motor-Stadt Region’s	Autocross	Practice	is	May	20	at	 
Spartan Speedway

•	 May	20	is	Michiana Region’s	first	Autocross	of	the	year	at	 
The Tire Rack

•	 Eastern Buckeye Region’s Dinner Drive to Raven’s Glenn is 
May	20

•	 May	21	is	Northern Ohio Region’s Autocross at Rolling Acres 
Mall in Akron 

•	 Southeast Michigan Region’s Waterford Family Day at the 
Races is May 28

I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each and every 
one of you at events throughout the upcoming year . Please feel free 
to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com.

Thanks, Michael
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Watch the Big Kids Play with Race Cars!

The Southeast Michigan Porsche Club presents 
OUR ANNUAL

WATERFORD HILLS FAMILY DAY
Waterford Hills Race Track

Sunday, May 28th – 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.
4770 Waterford Road, Clarkston, MI 48346

Watch our own Tony Mac and Merritt Scott Collins battle it out in their respective classes on this 
challenging one and one-half mile race course. See them navigate around the curves, esses and 

other cars at speeds over 100 miles per hour. You can watch from just about any vantage point on the 
track to see two thirds of the action at the same time. Come out with no fuss or bother. No need to 

even RSVP. There is food and refreshments available at the concession stand. You can purchase hot 
dogs, brats, pop and beer at a modest price. There will be Parade Laps at lunchtime for the Stirling 

Moss wanabees. Experience the action for yourself and the kids out on the track. You can also 
purchase pit passes to go in and see how the cars are prepared for the grueling races. So grab a 
couple of lawn chairs and come out and watch the racing action. Bring the wife, kids, grandkids, 

friends and neighbors – all are welcome.

Tickets are only $5.00 – Children under 16 are Free
For further information call: Fred Young at (586) 566-3193 or frederickyoung73@gmail.com

Go to waterfordhills.com for Maps and their Website

STORY & PHOTOS bY ANDREW OLSON

IN THE SHARK TANK

Let’s Talk Peppers

Normally	I	write	about	the	Porsche	928,	but	this	month	I	
have decided to write about another Porsche that does not 
seem to get much attention in the P4 . It is undoubtedly 

one of the most important cars in Porsche’s history . I am talking 
about the Porsche Cayenne, which accounted for more than 44% 
of Porsche’s US sales prior to introduction of the Macan .

I	 have	 owned	my	2005	Porsche	Cayenne	Turbo	 for	 about	 3	
years . Like any Porsche, there have been some ups and downs 
with my ownership, but on balance it has been a great car and I 
routinely remark about how much I love it . The three key reasons 
I love it are:

1. It has 450+ horsepower and goes like snot;
2. It is super comfortable;
3. It can tow up to 7,716 pounds!
Of course there are many different attributes that other owners 

may point out, but the one that really should not be overlooked is 
value.	My	2005	Turbo	sold	for	over	$100,000	when	new	in	2005,	
but	a	clean	used	one	today	can	be	purchased	for	less	than	$20k!

Like any Porsche, it’s the maintenance that can kill you— 
especially if you have to have other people do the work . I tend to 
do my own repairs and during the time I have owned this car here 
are some of the things that needed attention: brakes, battery, inte-
rior AC drain, coolant expansion tank, crank position sensor, pas-
senger window regulator, water pump, transmission valve body, 
and a few minor bits here and there . And just the other day, the 
driver-side	window	regulator	broke,	so	now	that	has	to	be	fixed.	

That	sounds	like	a	lot	of	repairs,	but	for	a	12-year-old	car	that	
I	drive	daily	and	has	over	150,000	miles,	it	really	is	not	too	bad.	
The car has never left me stranded and as I mentioned, when run-
ning properly it is a dream to drive . 

The utility of the car is something that often gets overlooked . I 
use	my	Cayenne	to	tow	my	enclosed	20-foot	track	car	trailer.	It	is	
at	the	upper	limit	of	the	Cayenne’s	7,716	pound	towing	capacity,	
but it has no problem with it . When I go to tracks like Mid-Ohio 
or VIR, I see many other people using their Cayenne as a tow 
vehicle,	so	it’s	not	just	me.	Here’s	a	fun	fact,	the	2005	Cayenne	
Turbo	weighs	over	5,400	pounds	(600	more	than	a	new	F-150)	yet	
goes	0-60	in	about	5	seconds!

It’s not all roses however . I have one major gripe, the radio 
sucks.	 It	 sounds	 nice,	 but	 you	 are	 stuck	with	 the	 PCM2.1	 sys-
tem unless you want to spend a couple thousand dollars to up-
grade.	996	owners	will	understand	my	objections.	It’s	all	because	
Porsche	used	Bose	and	(I	assume)	got	talked	into	their	fiber	optic	
communication system that links the head unit with the naviga-
tion	system,	satellite	radio	receiver,	amplifier,	and	subwoofer.	You	
cannot just swap out the head unit . If one of those things stops 

working, they all stop! So, there is no Bluetooth to connect your 
phone and that just feels wrong .

Other than that, the car has heated seats and steering wheel (man 
I love that feature), air-suspension, awesome air conditioning, auto 
wipers, xenon headlamps, all-wheel drive, and it’s a Porsche!

If I had to do it all over again, I would not hesitate . My Cay-
enne has not been the most trouble-free car (that award goes to my 
wife’s Honda CR-V), but it has been one of the most satisfying 
vehicles I have ever owned . Every time I drive it, it puts a smile 
on my face, and I cannot wait to get back in it and go again!

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 36

This is my 2005 Porsche Cayenne Turbo

The interior on these cars is super comfortable
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In the Shark Tank (continued from page 35)

Drive. Dine. Explore.

             There are secrets hidden in these mountains…

Treffen Asheville
September 20-24, 2017
Omni Grove Park Inn
Asheville, North Carolina

For program information and registration details, 

see the Treffen website: treffen.pca.org 

or email the Treffen North America staff at: treffen@pca.org

A recent article said 
the Cayenne Turbo is 
the cheapest Porsche 
Turbo on the market 
now as 944 Turbos have 
increased in value.

The Turbo models have 
larger air intake vents 

on the nose.

If you decide you want to tow, get one with the factory tow option 
becasue it’s expensive to add after the fact.

SEM/PCA Annual Family Picnic
and Concours

P l e a s e  s a v e  t h e  D a t e

Sunday August 20, 2016 
Springdale Park, Birmingham

this is perhaps the most popular social event of the summer.

Details to follow next month.

Please register on www.clubregistration.com

Deadline for reservations: August 14
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PORSCHE
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Our Service 
Department is

Open 7 a.m. until
12 Midnight

Monday thru Friday
Call for appointment
248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

10-YEAR OR 
100,000 MILE CLUB 

DISCOUNT

20% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE FOR 
PORSCHES OVER 10 YEARS OLD 

OR OVER 100,000 MILES *

WITH COUPON
*SOME 

EXCLUSIONS 
APPLY

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

20%
OFF

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

PORSCHE WATER-
COOLED OIL CHANGE

WITH
COUPON

We feature Mobil 1
(1997 and newer)

INCLUDES: Porsche oil fi lter, engine oil, 
drain plug washer (where applicable), tire 
pressure adjustment

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

$18999
Plus
tax

WITH COUPON
(*some exclusions apply)

10% OFF
WITH COUPON

 ’05 –’08 ’09 –’16
 $289.95 $329.95

SEM/PCA OPPORTUNITY
We need a volunteer:

Word Press Expert for the Website

this is your chance to utilize 

your talents and help improve

our club’s website. 

Please contact:

erik ohrnberger

webmaster@sempca.org

248-515-4306

Here Is Your 
Opportunity To Get 

Involved

We are planning our 60th 
Anniversary Gala and we 

need volunteers

If you are interested in 
helping to plan the party of 

the decade, contact
Patti Door

pdoor@sbcglobal.net
(248) 207-7617
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 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 
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