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2023 SEM / PCA CALENDAR2023 SEM / PCA CALENDAR

The P4, Porsche Pushers Private Papers, is the official monthly publication of the Southeast Michigan Region, Porsche Club of America. Available 
only by subscription to SEM members as a portion of the annual National membership dues, or to other PCA members at $46.00 per year. Statements 
appearing in the P4 are those of the author and may not reflect the views of the PCA, the SEM Board of Directors or the P4 editor. The editors reserve 
the right to edit all material submitted for publication. SEM/PCA is not responsible for any services or merchandise advertised herein. Permission 
to reprint any material published in the P4 is granted provided full credit is given to P4 and the author.

NOVEMBER
2	 Business Meeting & Planning Session 
4	 Street Survival School
10	 Membership Dinner

DECEMBER
7	 Business Meeting
16	 Holiday Party

* = Not an SEMPCA Event 
 All dates and events are subject to confirmation

BUSINESS MEETINGS
Business meetings are typically held on the first Thursday 

of the month at various locations.
Please note: for anyone interested in attending future 

Business meetings, please contact any board member. 

ATTENTION MEMBERS
Stay abreast of the latest PCA/SEM News!

Please log-in to pca.org (Membership/My Account/Edit tabs) 
to verify your contact information is up to date.

Numerous members have missing or 
incorrect E-mail addresses.

Editor:	 Mark Vander Eyk
Submission Deadline:	 15th of the month
Address:	 Mark Vander Eyk, P4 Editor
	 604 Cherry Tree Lane, Rochester Hills, MI 48306
	 Phone 248-652-6073 (H) or 248-520-2292 (C)
	 E-mail: p4@sem.pca.org

Publisher: P4

Copyrite Printing

586•774•0006
e-mail: 
 karen@sem.pca.org

The  club has reset & updated the club calendar.  PLEASE download the NEW SEM / PCA CALENDAR Link 
to instructions on how to add SEM / PCA Calendar to your PC, Laptop, iOS, Android and Windows devices. 
https://sem.pca.org/2017/11/27/new-calendar/
The New SEM/PCA Website/Cellular Calendar is now ready to be DOWNLOADED
Keep up to date on all the SEM / PCA events.  Get the latest most up to date information.

The Club Has Reset & Updated the Club Calendar. 
PLEASE download the NEW SEM/PCA CALENDAR 

Link to instructions on how to add SEM/PCA Calendar to 
your PC, Laptop, iOS, Android and Windows devices 

https://sem.pca.org/2017/11/27/new-calendar/ 
The New SEM/PCA Website / Cellular Calendar 

Is Now Ready to be DOWNLOADED 
Keep up to date on all the SEM/PCA events  
Get the latest most up to date Information. 
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President’s
Column

President’s
Column

BY HOWARD GILSON - SEM PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow Southeast Michigan PCA Members,

The club had a slow month in October, with the Fall Color 
Tour as the only event scheduled for the month.  The Fall 
Color Tour is one of the largest driving tours of the year and 
the last one of the year.  We hope that the club members 
had a great season of driving on the Spring, Solstice and 
Gilmore Tours.  I would like to thank Lucas Phan, Chris 
Bohr and Lisa Molzon for organizing this year’s spring, 
summer and fall driving tours. 

The Southeast Michigan PCA will host the Street Survival 
School for teenage drivers on November 4th.  If you have 
a teenage driver, this is a great event for them to learn car 
control in a safe environment.  We have moved this event 
from spring to fall in hopes that the club teaches teens new 
skills before the winter driving season. 

On Friday November 10th, the SEM/PCA will host the 
annual Membership Dinner.  We will have the event at 
Sugerbush Golf Club in Davison.  We know that Davison 
is a distance away for some of our members, but we feel 
that if you look at it as a scenic drive and take some back 
roads other than highways it will be a delightful drive to 
the event.  The club will be talking with our members about 
different events and how to get more involved within the 
Southeast Michigan PCA. 

The Southeast Michigan PCA has a new event that we are 
going to try this winter.  On Friday December 1st, the club 
plans on meeting for dinner and doing a drive through the 
Wayne County Holiday Lightfest along Hines Park. This 
is in hopes that we get families and junior PCA members 
involved in an event that they might be excited to attend.  
We also will take this opportunity to get the Cayennes, 
Macans and Panameras more involved in a driving tour.  

(continued on page 8)

Eric Wheeler	 Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned	 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative	 Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist	 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified	 www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
	 eric@novibenz.com

Steve’s European Automotive
4920 Pontiac Lake Road

Waterford, MI 48328

248.674.2770
StevesEuropeanAuto.com

Proudly ServingProudly Serving
Oakland CountyOakland County

for 30+ years!for 30+ years!

 

 

Join Southeast Michigan  
Porsche Club of America 
Private & Public Groups 

Must be a a PCA member  
for private Facebook group 

 
 

ATTENTION MEMBERS 
 Full color digital copies of the 

current and past P4s are available 
at sem.pca.org

Much of the electronic P4 
newsletter is now hyperlinked.

 (i.e. click on the cover highlights 
to reach the articles, 

table of contents event call outs
 to get to the ads, 

event ads to reach ClubRegistration 
and advertiser ads 

to get to their websites.)

http://mercedesbenzofnovi.com
http://steveseuropeanauto.com
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We will also invite you to bring your daily driver as 
we know most of our members store their Porsches 
over the winter. 

Then on December 16th, the club will host the 
Annual Holiday Party and Silent Auction at Red 
Run Golf Club in Royal Oak.  If you have items 
that you would like to donate for the Silent Auction 
please contact Patti Door 248-207-7617.  All 
donations and proceeds from items sold at silent 
auction will go to the Mi Cookie Project Special 
Athletes. 

We had a great HPDE season and I would like to 
thank Marc and Lisa Molzon plus Steve Carbary 
for organizing the events.  I would also like to thank 
the sponsors for the HPDE season; Munk’s Motors, 
Autocore Performance Group, Nikolas Motorsport 
and Guardian Recovery Services.

The Rennsport Reunion 7 was at Laguna Seca at the 
end of September and I had long planned to attend 
this event since I had missed out on the previous six 
Rennsports Reunions.  It is too bad that this event 
only comes every 5 to 7 years.  It has been at Laguna 
Seca six times and once at Daytona International 
Raceway.  I was lucky enough that the organizers 
of Rennsport Reunion 7 did a live YouTube video 
of the happenings over the weekend.  It is not like 
being there in person, but I was able to get a feel 
for the event.  This is a bucket list event that I have 
to attend before too long.  Hopefully, I can get to 
Rennsport Reunion 8.  

Until next month.
Thank you, Drive with Spirit!!!

Howard Gilson
President Southeast Michigan Region
Porsche Club of America

President’s Column (continued)
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2023 Annual SEM/PCA Membership Dinner 
Friday, November 10th, 6pm 

Enjoy a ride into the country to join us for socializing with members and dinner with a 
view at the lovely Lakeview Restaurant at the Sugarbush Golf Club in Davison. 

Register and view details on Club Registration (Event 13842) 
https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/13842 

or scan QR code below 

No advance payment required - menu ordering, cash bar and individual checks supplied. 

Registration by November 6th is required in order to attend.

It’s not just the cars -   

It’s the people

Contact
Lisa Molzon

with Questions: 
248.318.1570  

or    
LakeLisaS@gmail.com 

http://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/13842
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Showings & Consultations
by Appointment

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyoursportscar.net

248.227.8604

www.SellYourSportsCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

Clem’s Garage
for Storage

Heated, Secured. 

Clem Weierstahl
(810) 636-2840

$650
(up to 6 months)

ARTICLE BY TOM FIELITZ

Rod Ends and Ball Joints

	 Some of the more critical parts of our cars that we 
give little thought to and even less attention to are the myriad 
of rod ends and ball joints that are scattered throughout the 
car.  Spherical rod ends, sometimes called Heim joints, and 
ball joints that can sometimes be interchanged with rod 
ends are metal parts that join two mechanically connected 
pivot points.  They are essential to the smooth and long 
wearing aspect of car operation.  A considerable amount of 
design and engineering goes into each part of a connector 
which has to factor in the stresses and loads carried by the 
bearing as well and the environment it will operate in plus 
even the number and cost of the required bearings.  The 
advantages of rod ends and ball joints are packaging space, 
reliable point to point dimensions, consistent operation 
and corrosion resistance.  The disadvantages are precision 
machining plus the associated costs of material, assembly 
and maintenance.  The bearing surfaces themselves may be 
direct metal on metal, roller or ball bearing, in addition to 
a coated or rubberized bearing.  They may be encapsulated 
in rubber boots, simply open sided or in a ball cup.  They 
may be permanently sealed in grease or other lubricant and 
may even incorporate a connector to feed lubricant to the 
bearing surfaces.  More modern cars adopt connectors that 
require less and less service and maintenance.  Another trend 
in modern cars is to replace the rod end or ball joint where 
possible with an electronic connection and mechanism.  Of 
course, some situations like suspension points will always 
require a ball joint. 

	 In selecting the proper ball joint or rod end there are 
several basic factors in play.  The first consideration might 
be the two pieces that are being connected and whether 
the connector piece is a threaded rod or an internally fitted 
threaded connector.  After that, will the connector have 
right or left angled threads, what length will be threaded 
and what pitch of thread will be used?  Considering the 
loads applied to the part will determine the material to be 
used, whether a casting is sufficient or precise machining is 
required.  Considering the exposure to water, dirt or even 
harsh chemicals will determine if the connector needs to be 
protected with a rubber boot.  Service requirements and wear 
loads will dictate lubrication needs and sealed as opposed to 
open sided designs.  Load considerations and requirements 
for locating the rod end or even the ball joint can dictate the 
need for locating spacers or washers, locking nuts or in some 
extremes even safety wire.

	 Rod ends and ball joints are other linkages 
connecting mechanical levers, but also can be load bearing 
members.  A tie rod end can connect the steering gear to 
wheel spindles, while the ball joint can take the suspension 
load from the wheel spindle to the chassis or suspension arm.  
In some formula or sport car racing applications, I have seen 
a stout forged stainless steel rod end serve as a ball joint 
or connecting rod.  But, incorrectly applied, rod ends can 
have catastrophic results when the rod end fails and the 
threaded end shears off.  The tie rod end was a correct rod 
end application, but even that can fail if the rod end runs at 
acute angles and stresses the part in a direction it was not 
designed to handle.  A good example happened to me on a 
rod end connecting an anti-sway bar from a suspension arm 
to the chassis.  Straight up and down the rod ends handled 
the stress, but when run at an angle, the forces exceeded the 
design strength of the threaded portion of the rod end and it 
sheared off.  Stress loads are a usual cause for excessive or 
rapid wear and lack of lubrication or bearing contamination 
is the other common cause for failure.

	 Since rod end and ball joint wear is an expensive 
maintenance and replacement expense, much consideration 
goes into lubrication and protection.  Most ball joints are 
protected by rubber boots and either permanently lubricated 
or sealed or protected by lubrication fittings.  Much 
advancement has been made in the lubrication material 
itself, including coatings such as Teflon or Nylon.  Part 
of the service routine for these parts is through simple 
inspection.  Rubber boots must be intact and not leaking 
lubricant.  Open rod ends must be clean of debris, lightly 
lubricated and should show limited wear when gripping and 
turning the rod end through a minimal degree of motion.  
Any excess clearance or noise in the bearing itself requires 
its replacement.  Another common ball joint is the ball and 
socket cap often used in fuel delivery systems and in pedal 
assemblies.  Cars such as my mechanically injected 911E can 
have as many as sixteen of these ball and cap connectors.  It 
takes precise measurement and maintenance to synchronize 
all of these connectors and rods. 

	 Understanding the applications of the various rod 
ends and ball joints will ensure safe and sure operation of 
your car. n

http://soldchristina.com
http://sellyoursportscar.net
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Ladies Only Drive

ARTICLE BY PATTI DOOR - LADIES ONLY DRIVE CHAIR

	 It is really hard to find different places to take 
the ladies to after almost 20 years of events.  This year I 
was thrilled to have a PCA member from Ohio contact me 
wanting to know if she could join us this year.  Not only did 
Deedee join us she brought a navigator, Lisa. 

	 To start the day, after packing the car, I headed to 
I-275 to get to our meeting place at Laurel Park Mall.  I 
arrived early and to no surprise to my family took a walk 
through Von Maur, but then I got anxious to get back to 
meet with the girls and did not spend any money. 

	 Dawn Martindale and Linda Walton were the 
lead car in a white 911 Cabriolet.  Everything was going 
smoothly on great roads then suddenly everyone was on 
their brakes.  When I moved a little closer I saw what was 
almost Leo and Tom’s dinner for the evening, pheasant 
under glass. 

	 As we entered Livingston County we picked up 
another car at the end of the group.  This SUV was black 
and white and did not sport a Porsche crest, nor had the 
driver signed the waiver!  Clearly they did not understand 
that I was the group sweep vehicle.  The speed limit was 40 

and then 50 mph.  My eyes were glued to my speedometer.  
Once the temporary sweep decided to deviate from our 
planned route and the light turned green we continued at 
the speed limit, but all of us knew we needed to make up 
some time because we were going to be late for our lunch 
reservation.  In fact, when Peggy Goldberg and Suzanne 
Gilson walked into the Common Grille, they were in the 
process of tearing our table for twelve down because we 
were a half hour late.  I felt terrible that I hadn’t heard the 
phone calls they placed to me, but a 2000 Boxster is not 
compliant with Michigan laws as it is not equipped with 
hands free calling. 

	 Everyone thought that it was the best Ladies Only 
Drive to date.  We were all laughing so much that we forgot 
to take any pictures.  The route we took had not only great 
roads, but also beautiful scenery.  I am planning to take 
this route again when the colors change and before the 
Boxster is put up for the winter because it will be absolutely 
gorgeous.  Text me if you would like the route instructions. 

	 Please join us for next year’s drive and meet all the 
wonderful ladies that come every year. n

Starting on left:

Patti Door
Crystal Robinson
Sabrina Crump
Chrissy Crowe
Marilyn Amato
Lisa Molzon
Peggy Goldberg
Linda Walton
Dawn Martindale
Lisa Falgiano
Deidre Lyell
Susan Gilson

2023 Holiday Party2023 Holiday Party
& Silent Auction& Silent Auction

Saturday, december 16, 2023 at 6pmSaturday, december 16, 2023 at 6pm

ReRed Run Golf Club, Royal oakd Run Golf Club, Royal oak
(2036 RoChesteR Road)(2036 RoChesteR Road)

event coSt event coSt 
 Sem/pca primary/affilate memberS - $60 / perSon Sem/pca primary/affilate memberS - $60 / perSon

non Sem/pca memberS - $90 / perSonnon Sem/pca memberS - $90 / perSon

Valet parking availableValet parking available
Cash Bar Cash Bar (No Checks or Credit Cards)(No Checks or Credit Cards)

enentree choiceS: tree choiceS: 
chicken piccata, filet of beef or Salmonchicken piccata, filet of beef or Salmon

Contact Mark Vander Eyk at vandereykm@aol.com or (248) 520-2292Contact Mark Vander Eyk at vandereykm@aol.com or (248) 520-2292

PlPlease consider donating a silent auction gift or check to our charity:ease consider donating a silent auction gift or check to our charity:
Mi Cookie Project Special AthletesMi Cookie Project Special Athletes

Contact Patti Door at Patti@sem.pca.org or (248) 207-7617Contact Patti Door at Patti@sem.pca.org or (248) 207-7617

regiSter, pay and Select entree at clubregiStration.netregiSter, pay and Select entree at clubregiStration.net

https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/13888https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/13888
regiStration deadline iS december 2, 2023regiStration deadline iS december 2, 2023
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Drive Your Porsche Day (continued)

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 17

Drive Your Porsche Day

ARTICLE BY CHRISSY CROWE - DRIVE YOUR PORSCHE DAY CHAIR 

PHOTOS BY GRETUS HOOGESTRAAT AND ROBERT DANIELS

	 The food and beverages at the Octopus Beer Garden 
in Mt. Clemens were excellent and very reasonably priced. 
We served birthday cake and non-alcoholic champagne 
for the birthday party celebration. The weather was warm 
enough for the outdoor dinner location to be under the tent, 
yet windy enough for the balloons and a few decorations to 
find their way into the wind. Everyone was given a thank 
you party gift bag.

	 I want to express my gratitude towards all the 
volunteers who helped me in hosting an SEM event. I couldn’t 
have done it without them. It was my fourth experience 
hosting such an event, and I enjoyed it thoroughly. I would 
like to thank my amazing team, consisting of Christy R., 
Megal C., Gamaryi C., Steve U., and Bobby Tarchinski, 
for their contribution to the event setup. I also extend my 
sincere appreciation to Jennifer Livernois, who served as 
our lead driver. I am grateful to Gretus Hoogestraat and 
Robert Daniels for capturing the event images. I would like 
to thank Michael Cherdron and Tonia Halas for providing 
us with the meeting facility and restaurant. A big shoutout 
to David Stetson for not only being our Sweeper but also 
our guest of honor. David, you rock! My greatest thanks are 
to all of “YOU” that joined us in this celebration. Thank 
You, stay safe and I’ll see you next year. n

3.	 Off we go on the Tour.

4.	 Group leader Jennifer Livernois ready to ride.

5. 	 The 75th Anniversary display of Porsche’s 		
	 generational model changes - Macan, Panamera, 	
	 Spyder, Boxster and the 911, which is celebrating 
	 its own 60th Anniversary.

6.	 Parking at the Dinner location 
	 “Octopus Beer Garden”

	Every year in September, SEM 
conducts the Drive Your Porsche 
Day tour in honor of the Porsche’s 
birthdays.  Ferdinand Porsche 
was born on September 3rd 1875.  
His son Ferdinand Anton Ernst 
Porsche, known as Ferry Porsche, 
was born September 19th 1909.

	 I recently organized our tour for the 4th consecutive 
year, and this time around, it was quite a challenge. Despite 
strong winds, partly cloudy skies, and temperatures in the 
upper 60s, we made the most of it and had an unforgettable 
time. David Stetson, our Zone 4 Representative, and his 
wife Stephanie, who are from Mid-Ohio, made a special 
trip in their 987 Boxster on Sunday morning to join 29 other 
members at the meeting location, “Sonotronic Ultrasonics 
Technology” in Wixom, MI. At 12:00 PM. One of SEM’s 
past presidents, Gretus H., and I opened the registration, 
checked in the attendees, confirmed their registration, and 
issued wristbands.

	 This year, the drive was scheduled to be in two 
parts, but unfortunately, one of my lead driver’s car broke 
down the night before, and mine on the way to registration, 
what can you say? So, the responsibility of the drive was 
in Jennifer’s hands. Everyone started to line up on time. 
Jennifer led the way, and off they went.

	 As everyone arrived at the Octopus Beer Garden, 
five cars were lined up in front of the establishment: Five 
exquisite Porsche models were lined up in front of the 
establishment, each one distinct and unique in its own way. 
The Macan, with its bold and confident stance, exuded 
a sense of strength and power. The Panamera, with its 
sleek and elegant design, conveyed a sense of luxury and 
refinement. The Spyder, with its sporty and aggressive 
look, hinted at the performance capabilities of this iconic 
car brand. The Boxster, with its timeless and classic style, 
evoked a sense of nostalgia and admiration. And finally, 
the 911 model, which was celebrating its 60th anniversary, 
stood out with its legendary design and heritage, reminding 
us of the rich history of this iconic car brand. Together, 

these cars represented the various changes made to 
the Porsche models over 75 years, showcasing the 
brand’s commitment to excellence and innovation.

1

2

5

3

4

6

1.	 Drivers Meeting

2.	 Meeting location at Sonotronic
	 Ultrasonics Technology
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7.	 Zone 4 Rep. David Stetson enjoying his special gift. 
8.	 Outside Dinner
9. 	 Members enjoying the Dinner.
10.	 Ronald Daniels Cayman,
11.	 After Dinner Socializing
12.	 Porsche’s Birthday Cake 
	 (Forest Green being his favorite color.)
13 	 Take home Party Gift Cup Cakes in honor of 
	 60 years of the 911 and 75 years of the Porshce Brand.

A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R

d.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
alsted R

d.

5

INTERIOR DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE 

Classic, Iconic & Performance Driven Design 

- CALL US FOR A FREE 45 MINUTE CONSULTATION - 

 A AUER DESIGN 

 

 

6085 BROOK LANE, 
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 

48322 

WWW.AUERDESIGN.NET    
312.307.7759 

Drive Your Porsche Day (continued)

7 8

9 10

11
12

13

http://automarkcollision.com
http://www.auerdesign.net
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Porsche Trip
of a Lifetime

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY BOB AMANO - SEM MEMBER

	 It all started with a phone call from Dave Renner.  
He and his son, Matthew, were going to Germany to 
participate in the official Porsche 75th Anniversary 
activities at the Porsche Museum and at the Hockenheim 
Ring.  Matthew had to leave for work on Sunday, June 11th, 
and Dave asked if I would like to join him for an eight day 
tour of Germany, Austria and Switzerland visiting some of 
his Porsche friends, RUF, the Switzerland Porsche Club 
75th Anniversary gathering, various Porsche Museums, the 
Mercedes Museum and the Porsche factory tour.  Before I 
could finish telling Marilyn about the phone call, she said 
“You’re going!!” and she offered to get my suitcase even 
though the departure date was over a month away.

	 After attending the local 75th Porsche Anniversary 
Event at the M1 Concourse on Saturday evening, I was on 
a plane to Frankfurt, Germany the next day.  Dave met me 
at the airport and we were then off to Zurich, Switzerland 
to visit his friend Marco, who happens to be a long time 
remote Southeast Michigan Region member.  We went to 
Marco’s office/museum/small parts storage area to catch 
up on the latest Porsche news.  I had met Marco several 
years ago at the LA Literature and Swap Meet.  We went 

to Marco’s underground warehouse the next day to see his 
cars and more Porsche parts.  Marco bought long time SEM 
member Bill Lovett’s Champagne Yellow 1965 Porsche 
911.  Marco showed us a NOS (new old stock) Porsche 910 
fiberglass body and chassis parts.  Marco also has a 356B 
Roadster, a 914 and a 1968 Soft window 911 Targa.

	 Wednesday we went to Pfaffenhausen, Germany 
to visit RUF Automobiles.  Alois Ruf and Dave had met 
many times over the years and he treated us like family.  
Alois and his wife Estonia gave us a tour of his vehicle 
workshop and manufacturing facility showing us each step 
of the assembly process for the RUF vehicles they produce.  
The new CTR Anniversary model has a carbon fiber body 
that looks like a 911, but is slightly larger in all dimensions 
than the original 1987 CTR.  The design was tweaked by 
former SEM member and designer Freeman Thomas, who 
now resides in California.  The engine is a bespoke 3.6 L 
twin turbo with 710 HP.  Alois also has a Porsche certified 
service center across the roundabout from his showroom / 
manufacturing facility.  Here, Dave was able to lift the bare 
CF shell of the CTR.  After having lunch with Alois, his 
wife Estonia and a customer from Thailand, we were taken 

Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)

1

2

(continued on page 22)

1.	 Mollis car display.

2.	 Dave, Marco and Bill Lovett’s 911.

3.	 910 NOS tail section.

3

to Ruf’s private car collection that he calls his "Gmund" a 
few miles away.  This facility also had a restoration shop 
that was working on his father’s 356.  His father sold this 
car when his family grew and Alois recently tracked it down 
and bought it back.  Ruf’s personal car collection is housed 
in a renovated former grain mill.  The collection is quite 
diverse ranging from the original 1987 CTR, nicknamed 
the "Yellowbird" to a current off-road 911, 356’s, various 
911 RUF vehicles, a Carrera GT, Jaguar XKE’s and a 1963 
Chevrolet Corvair (rear mounted flat six air cooled engine).  
We had planned to spend one hour with Alois, but it turned 
out to be a five hour visit.

	 Thursday we visited Dave’s Porsche friends Helga 
and Ekki in Kitzbuhel, Austria.  It was amazing to see his 
study filled with Porsche memorabilia and to hear the many 
stories associated with his Porsche experiences.

	 Next we went to the Porsche dealer in Zell am 
See, Austria to see their Porsche inventory and to inquire 
about Kafer.  Kafer was a long time Porsche employee and 
former 917 driver and mechanic who had a close personal 
relationship with both Ferry Porsche and these days with 
Wolfgang Porsche.  Dave had contacted Kafer and set up a 
meeting with him for the following day.  We left the Porsche 
dealer and headed for the Grossglockner High Alpine road.  
The Chinese hybrid SUV that we rented was not the ideal 
vehicle for this road, but it was good to take it slow for 
photographs.  About three quarters of the way, we came 
upon Ferdi’s F.A.T. Mankei Coffee Shop at the 7200 foot 
altitude.  Ferdi is Wolfgang’s son.  The coffee shop had just 
opened two weeks prior and features a glass display garage.  
Too bad there wasn’t a Porsche in the outdoor display.  We 
had an apple strudel and cappuccino and then kept going 
until we realized how late it was getting.  We turned around 
and I drove back to Kitzbuhl.

	 The next day we went back to Zell am See to 
meet with Kafer.  He took us to the Porsche estate, The 
Schuttgut, nearby.  We were able to walk the grounds and 
see the Porsche Family mausoleum and the vehicle storage 
building.  Kafer invited us to take a drink from the fountain 
that was in front of the house, so we all enjoyed a drink.

	 Dave and I then went to the Porsche Automuseum 
in Gmund, which is owned by Helmut Pfeifhofer, to see 
where the first Porsche cars were built in 1948.   It had 
vehicles ranging from the VW Beetle, Porsche tractor, 

356’s, 911’s and the 919 Prototype race car.  It also had a 
display of the evolution of the 356 and 911 engines.

(continued on page 21)
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Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)

4 . 	 Dave lifts the carbon fiber CTR Anniversary body shell.

5.	 Ruf Yellowbird.

6.	 Him, Dave and Alois.

7.	 Display garage at Ferdi’s Coffee Shop with Dave.

8.	 Ferdi’s F.A.T. Mankei Coffee Shop.

4 5

6 7

8

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

(continued on page 22)

http://service@munks.com
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Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)

9.	 Bob, Kafer and Dave at Porsche of Zell am See.

10.	 Sculpture at the Porsche estate.

11.	 Bob and Dave at the Porsche Estate in Zell am See.	

12.	 Porsche Estate Garage.

13 & 14.	    Ferry Porsche Mausoleum.

15.	 Porsche engine history display in Gmund. 

16.	 Grund Porsche Museum.

17.	 Red Bull Museum. F1 race car.

18.	 Hans-Peter Porsche Car Collection.

19.	 Dave with Hans-Peter’s cars. MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 26

9 10

11

15

17

18 19

(continued on page 27)

12

13

16

14

	 Next we were off to Salzburg, Austria to see the Red 
Bull Museum.  This contained a multitude of racing planes 
and cars.  After touring the museum, we went to the local 
Salzburg Porsche dealer.  The showroom was closed, but 
the number of cars inside was incredible, including a new 
Cayman GT4 RS and a 992 Carrera GT3 RS.  Customer, 
used cars and new stock cars were all around outside the 
building.

The next day, we went to Hans-Peter Porsche’s TraumWerk 
near the German village of Anger a short drive from 
Salzburg. The main features are the collection of tin toys 
and model trains produced over the past 150 years.  The 



24 n P4 n  NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2023 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2023  n P4 n 25

What do we o�er?

- Performance / Modifications
- Track Dedicated Builds
- Maintenance / Repair
- OE Service Intervals
- 150+ Aftermarket Brands

38410 Grand River Ave Suite G, Farmington, MI 48335 248-381-8200

For appointments and inquiries: support@precision-motorsports.com

PREMIUM SERVICE. BEYOND EXPECTATIONS.

View our projects on social media!

http://precision-motorsports.com
http://lbilimited.com
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Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)

(continued on page 29)

20.	 963 at Mollis.

21.	 Porsche factory display at Mollis.

22.	 Capri and Mustang at Mercedes Museum car show.	

23.	 Porsches at the Mercedes Museum car show.

24.	 TraumWerk Porsche factory.
	
25.	 Mercedes F1 race car at the Mercedes Museum.

26.	 Dave, Bernd and Thorsen at FLB.

20 21

22 23

24 25

26

HO-scale railroad display covers over 6,000 square feet of 
the facility.  There are 2.7 km of track, 180 trains, 80 cars, 
and a replica of Porsche Factory #1 Model and a Porsche 
Dealer Model incorporated into the set.  Hans-Peter also has 
part of his Porsche car collection and his huge collection of 
antique tin toys on site.

	 From TraumWerk, it was on to the Mollis Airfield 
in Switzerland for the Porsche Festival, celebrating the 75th 
Anniversary at the largest Porsche meeting in Switzerland.  
Over 1000 cars were expected to be on the airfield.  Porsche 
had new cars on display, including the 357 prototype design 
study, 992 GT3 RS, Cayman GT4 RS plus 911 Cup and 963 
race cars.  Porsche Exclusive Manufaktur, Porsche Classic, 
Porsche Tequipment and Porsche VIP guests were also on 
hand.  The exhibition area was filled with personal Porsches 
that were just as interesting as the Factory displays.

	 Sunday we went to the Mercedes Museum in 
Stuttgart.  They sponsor a car show every Sunday on the 
Museum grounds, so we took a look at those cars before 
going into the Museum.  There were quite a few Mercedes 
vehicles along with VW Beetles, VW Busses and BMWs.  
There were also Ford Mustangs and Cougars, Corvettes, 
AC Cobras, Porsches and a Lamborghini Countach.  The 
Mercedes Museum is quite impressive and should be 
included on your to do list if you are in Stuttgart.

	 Now on to the main attraction, The Porsche 
Museum.  I had never been to the new Museum, so this was 
on my bucket list.  It was great to see some of the cars in 
person that I had previously only seen in pictures.  

	 On Monday, we returned to the Porsche Museum 
hoping to get on a Factory Tour.  These are booked solid 
months in advance.  We were put on a wait list with another 
PCA member from Atlanta.  The next tour had one "no 
show", so the guy from Atlanta was able to join that group.  
The tour guide noticed our Porsche shirts and said that we 
could go too!!  We saw the leather inspection/cutting area, 
leather installation on the instrument panel top and the 911 
final assembly line.  They were producing 125 vehicles per 
shift on two shifts and 60 vehicles on a night shift to catch 
up on outstanding orders.  About one in every six cars on 
the line were GT3 RS’s when we were there.

	 That afternoon we met some of Dave’s friends at 
Porsche Exclusive Manufaktur and Porsche Classic.  Boris 
and Arda greeted us at Building #4 where their temporary 
offices are located, while their office and delivery area at 
the Werks 1 building is under restoration.  This building 
featured an employee used car showroom that contained 
vehicles available for purchase.  A 911 Turbo Sport Classic, 
Cayman GT4 RS, 992 GT3 RS and various Sonderwunsch 
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Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)

40480 Grand River Ave. • Suite A • Novi, MI 48375
tel: 248.615.8964 • fax: 248.615.8929

www.automoti vetechniques.net
alphatango911@hotmail.com

• service & maintenance
• engine & transmission
• suspension & brakes

• alignment
• performance upgrades
• track prep & inspecti on

• factory scheduled maintenance
• towing available upon request

specializing in service & tuning
for all European vehicles

Established in 1988

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066 • copyriteprinting.net

“Your Performance Printer” 

27.	 917 crankshaft at the Porsche Museum.

28.	 992 GT3RS ready for shipping at the Porsche factory.	

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 31

28

27
vehicles were available.  Arda then gave us a tour of the 
large workshop.  First was a 100 bay service area for all 
of the company vehicles.  It was like going into a clean 
room,   not a drop of liquid or spot of dirt could be seen.  
The Sonderwunsch area that had the vehicles being 
personalized with Exclusive custom options was the 
same.  We saw carbon fiber seats being readied for special 
upholstery work, cars with special paint to sample colors, 
unique interior leather work and other features. There were 
several 992 GT3 RS’s being worked on.  There were also 
some Porsche show cars being assembled.

	 That evening we went to the Friends of Aircooled 
Boxer Motors (Freunde Luftgekuhlter Boxermotoren) Club 
House facility located in the city of Weissach.  Dave is an 
associate member of the FLB club. We were hosted by the 
FLB President Bernd S. who works at Weissach for the 
Exclusive Manufactur group, Thorsen K. of the Porsche 
Design Activity at Weissach and Simone R. of Porsche 
Exclusive for a tour of the Club House plus the warehouse 
and workshop area.  Quite a Club House, it includes five 
hoists where the over 700 FLB members can work on their 
cars and socialize.

	 Tuesday was our last full day and we decided to see 
if we could get a ride around the Nurburgring.  The track 
was closed until 5 pm for private testing.  Individual track 
rides were available in a Porsche 911 GT3 RS, but the price 
was more than we wanted to pay for a nine minute carsick 
ride. We toured the industrial complex adjacent to the Ring 
where many of the global auto manufacturers and related 
suppliers have facilities that support the testing activities 
performed in the area.

	 This was an amazing eight day trip and my words 
here pale in comparison to what we actually experienced.  
Dave’s friends gave us unbelievable access to Porsche 
related activities and facilities.  

Thanks Dave, for inviting me on this trip!! n

http://motorcityautospa.com
http://automotivetechniques.net
http://copyriteprinting.net
http://pro-wheels.net
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Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Why is an EXCELLENT Porsche 
mechanic so expensive?

Why are you paying $200 or more an hour when you could be paying 
just $145.00?

Tomas, proprietor of R&T Motors, LLC., asked himself that same question. 
GUESS WHAT, he couldn’t come up with a good answer either.

Make an appointment today, call Tomas for a quote on your next Porsche  
repair or general service. He’s a trained Porsche Audi Rallye mechanic. He 
guarantees a lower price and the best quality service. Satisfaction 
guaranteed.

Call today 248-227-1155. Tomas will pick up the phone. Give him a call and 
get your first oil change for just $100.00. (some models higher)
Make an appointment to winterize your car today.

248-22
 

7-1155
4270 Haggerty Rd. Commerce Twp., Michigan 48390 

996 and 997 Porsche Specialists

Wishing the Southeast Michigan Porsche Club of America’s a Happy 65th Anniversary.




Located at the Northeast corner of 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.


-Ding Ho Chinese Restaurant 

-Sterling Coney Island


-Pet Haven

-Anita’s School of Dance


Retail Space Available 

Office: 586-939-2211

Porsche Trip of a Lifetime (continued)

29 30
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29.	 Used 911 Sport Classic - Porsche Sonderwunsch.

30.	 Used Cayman GT4RS - Porsche Sonderwunsch.

31.	 Used 992 GT3RS - Porsche Sonderwunsch.

32.	 Carrera GT and 918 at Porche Stuttgart.

http://paulsautointeriors.com
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Detroit Concours

ARTICLE BY FRED YOUNG - CONCOURS CHAIR

PHOTOS BY HOWARD GILSON - SEM PRESIDENT

Detroit Concours (continued)

	 Porsche’s 75th Anniversary was once again 
celebrated at the Detroit Concours d’Elegance on Saturday, 
September 23rd at the Detroit Institute of Arts.  Nine 
members of the Southeast Michigan Region Porsche Club 
were invited to exhibit their cars at this auspicious event.  
Parked together at a great vantage point for spectators were 
an assembly of various Porsche models ranging from Ron 
Roland’s 1952 356 America Roadster to Bob Bogart’s 
2023 Shark Blue 911.  Several cars were awarded ribbons 
and trophies.  Bob Amano was one of those favored, his 
1988 911 Cabriolet won the Style and Design Award.  John 
Denyer also netted a trophy for his 997 Turbo S.  Crowd 
favorite, Ron Roland’s 356, received a Chairman’s Award 
trophy along with a ribbon draped over the car. 

	 Exhibitors were also treated to lunch and libations 
at the Detroit Club on the grounds of the DIA.  Overall it 
was a fun day dining and conversing with club members 
and other car enthusiasts.  Inquiries about the cars filled

 a great deal of time as the interest was overwhelming.  
Hagerty Insurance, the sponsor of the concours, also gifted 
entrants with a wine carrying case with two glasses inside 
and a commemorative poster.  They couldn’t have been 
more gracious hosts along with their cadre of volunteers.

	 As an added bonus, Freda Gibin, longtime club 
member and wife of Bill Block, gave a one o’clock tour of 
the DIA for interested participants.  She has been a docent 
there and also a volunteer at the Detroit Concours for a 
number of years.  During the tour she touched on a number 
of highlights at the museum, which everyone found most 
interesting.
 
	 Over 150 world class cars and motorcycles were on 
exhibit around the grounds of the museum.  On an adjacent 
side street, a number of food trucks satisfied the spectators’ 
appetites.  The day ended with an awards ceremony that 
had the winning cars drive up to the front of the museum to 
receive their awards. n

1. 	 Ron Roland’s 1952 356 America Roadster.

2.	 Several of the Cars on Display.

3.	 Line of Porsches.

4.	 Howard Gilson, Fred Young, Bob Amano, John Denyer, Bob Bogart, Suzanne Gilson and Michael Gilson. 

2

3

4

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 35

1
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5.	 Bob Bogart’s 2023 Shark Blue 911.

6.	 Fred Young’s 2002 guards Red 996 Coupe.

7.	 Bob Amano’s 1988 911 Cabriolet.

8.	 Chris Young’s 1988 Guards Red 928.

9.	 Howard Gilson’s 2011 Boxster Spyder.

Detroit Concours (continued)

Congratulations to Ralf Lindackers
2016 NASA GTS3 Champion

Eastern Nationals 
Work and Race Support 

by 
Autocore Performance Group

Come visit us at our new location:
3565 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 200

Waterford, MI 48328

IMS Bearing
Tire Mounting/Balancing
Custom Fabrication, Cage, Exhaust, Welding
Annual NASA and PCA Tech Inspections
(Yes, we work on street cars too!)

- Porsche - BMW - Mercedes - Ferrari - Lamborghini - Audi - 

Race and Track Support
Parts and Safety Equipment Sales

*Same day availability on most items
Race/Track/Street Suspension Setup

Transaxle Rebuild and LSD Installation

www.facebook.com/apgracing  |  www.apgracing.com  |  autocore@gmail.com

248-843-1900

5

6

7

8

9

http://topgunautopaint.com
http://apgracing.com
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The Pit and the Porsche
(With apologies to Edgar Alle Poe)

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY BRUCE KOPITZ - SEM MEMBER

	 Out of the frozen white Arctic bellows the brumal 
breath of Boreas. His exhalations shriek across vast Mongol 
plains and endless Russian Steppes.  It slashes with knife-
edged snow and transforms flesh into adamantine marble.  
Down through valleys, over rivers, hills and mountains, his 
ineluctable draughts roll east, east, east - until finally here.  
Here, in the nether reaches of his fury.  Here, where our 
twisted tale begins.  Here, where snow cloys to vetch on the 
banks of the Neckar, bristles the coats of Black Forest deer, 
and breaks the boughs of oak and pine in Zuffenhausen 
Germany, the birthplace of Flakbau.  ‘Twas ’82 - so long 
ago, yet conscience pinches as though today.  Circumfused 
in the caress of a crackling hearth, Flakbau’s father and 
mother, Ferry and Dorothea Porsche, celebrate her birth.  
In the blindered purview of new parents, only wondrous 
events will decorate her fortunate life.  But, chilled to 
brutishness by boreal cold, Fate’s frosty eyes foresaw a 
bleaker future.

	 In my current fevered state of disordered thought, I 
imagine Flakbau as a babe - beautiful, pristine, new - perfect 
to the touch, with skin the color of frosted cheeks.  But what 
detestable whimsy is this?  What perversion of conscience 

permits my detestable self these felicitous thoughts?  Once, 
I had choice to deny evil.  I ate the apple instead, and the 
charred perdition of my soul is the consequence.  My 
fiendish actions cannot be undone.  All that remains is this 
confession, replete in every gruesome detail, and scribbled 
so aptly on foolscap.  Only then, perhaps: “Dimittentur 
peccata mea.”

	 So, without further equivocation, I release the 
grisly facts to my patient reader:

	 This twisted tale begins on a bitter, drear evening.  
As the sun’s faint glower dipped beneath the horizon, 
a miasma of gloom further enshrouded the world.  On 
nights like this, creatures roam which you should never 
meet.  One such dreg espied Flakbau relaxed in her yard, 
and recognized in her radiant integument, not simply the 
peerless pulchritude revealed to you or my better self, but 
emolument to be gained.  This was the vulgar creature’s 
profession – confiscate items of value, transport them to 
foreign domains, and sell them to the highest bidder.  His 
talent was revealed in his nom de felonie: “The Distributor”.  

The Pit and the Porsche (continued)

	 Absent any preamble, but with gruesome swiftness, 
the Distributor aroused Flakbau and drove her into the 
gloom of a covered lorry.  There, she was lashed to the 
floor with chains and ropes, as tight as you would believe 
to quarter her.  The lorry lurched off over inhospitable 
roads, exposing innocent Flakbau to ever deeper circles of 
Hell as every pothole threatened to tear her asunder.  This 
journey proceeded without respite, save for a few brief 
pauses required by the mysterious “Ben Zin”.  By God’s 
infinite mercy, after an eternity of such Beelzebub caresses, 
a brilliant morning sun defeated the night, and the lorry 
stopped.  Fetid smells of dead fish and sounds of marine 
horns insinuated her cramped quarters.  A sense of finality 
descended:  Zuffenhausen, nevermore.

	 The Distributor freed the stretched Flakbau, and 
within moments, drove her off the lorry onto a quay.  From 
there, she was directed up a swooning ramp, and then 
down, down into the belly of an enormous leviathan:  A 
mammoth iron ship.  Down into the stifling below-decks 
– the suffocating, unvented bowels of the vessel, an 
effluvium of nitre and rot.  In this loathsome pit, her ghastly 
restraints were renewed.  Time, feasting on minutes, grew 
to hours and days.  Finally, all doors closed, and the 
stillness graduated to a slow sideways motion.  The motion 
evolved into a rhythmic sway timed to three beats of a 
calm heart.  This unwelcome repetition became the central 
feature of Flakbau’s second transport.  For weeks, she 
rocked naked over frigid waters, that sickening wobble her 
only stimulation.  Absent even the dimmest crepuscle of 
illumination, her view was Hades without flames – a black 
and moldering void.  When a reduction like this becomes 
all of life, for a length so long as to seem forever, how much 

sweeter death?  After a time unknowable, but weeks of a 
certain, the motion slowed, then ceased.  For a moment, 
a glorious stillness enveloped the world.  Then a burly 
longshoreman threw back the doors and announced to no 
one in particular “Welcome, hearties, to wild America!”  
Soon, the longshoreman freed Flakbau and drove her 
ashore into a freshening embrace of New World air.  There, 
he loaded her into another lorry, to endure ligatures once 
more for a short and final transport.  Her destination was 
a landlocked vessel called the “Dealer Ship”.  There, he 
released her without restraints into a fenced yard lined 
with green lindens and flaming fire bushes.  Perhaps it was 
the dichotomy of her recent barbaric captivity, juxtaposed 
with the tranquil and arboreal setting of the “Dealer Ship”, 
or maybe it was simply true:  The air was different in the 
New World – warm, fresh, and suffused with indefatigable 
optimism.  

	 As if in fulfillment of these auguries, on a cerulean 
blue day with just a few pewter-bottomed clouds, a man 
stepped down from the sky.  He was pleasant, with warm 
features, soft hands and gentle bearing.  In soothing tones, 
he adumbrated a life of tree-lined boulevards and country 
excursions.  With the unseen assistance of a mysterious 
entity known only as “The Czech”, the man liberated 
Flakbau and guided her to a bucolic enclave in the state 
of Connecticut.  Granted a happy adolescence by her 
unobtrusive new guardian, Flakbau carried books to school 
and groceries home and often accompanied her patron 
to work.  As she had with Ferry and Dorothea long ago, 
Flakbau anticipated the tranquil splendor of a predictable 
life.  

(continued on page 39)
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The Pit and the Porsche (continued)

	 But for some, Fate is a tyrant, a demon devoid of 
empathy or remorse, with steel talons, raptor’s wings and an 
abode of finality and despair.  And despite all appearances 
of gentility, Flakbau’s methodical keeper, Bartholomew 
“Barry” Thompson, was Fate’s secret acolyte.  In the 
unfortunate year of our Lord ‘93, on a solitary night, in 
the gloom of his Stygian surgery, with benefit of neither 
chloroform nor ether, Barry released the fiend within the 
philanthrope - he amputated Flakbau’s legs and hips, and 
replaced them with BBS E28 magnesium wheels and Turbo 
930 quarter panels.  Espousing neither reason nor remorse, 
he next replaced her heart with a 3.6 liter twin-plug dry-
sump motor (‘01), to which he grafted a TPC supercharger 
(’04).  Comprehending the new powers afforded Flakbau 
by these surgeries, and fearing loss of control, Barry 
then exchanged her nether extremities for Brembo “Big 
Red” front brakes, Turbo 930 rears and Wilwood masters 
and pedals (’05).  Only once during the entirety of these 
macabre operations did a solitary justification escape his 
lips: “Flakbau, mein schönes mädchen.  When you run, 
no one will catch you.  If quarters are tight, and you must 
fight, no one will defeat you.   I will make you light as a 
child, with the power of a Berserker.  You will be mein 
wunderfrau!”

	 Motivated by these perverted concepts, Barry 
continued his grisly vivisections, snipping and cutting 
pieces from Flakbau.  By ’06, his monstrous dissections 
had so weakened her frame, Barry was required to burn 
in triangles, add shock tower braces, and append a Safety 
Devices super-touring roll cage.  But even as he restored 
strength, the cruel discipline of Barry’s mania demanded 
further sacrifice, and he abruptly tore out her rear seats.  
The mounting miseries and years tested Flakbau beyond 
mortal comprehension.  Still, no glimmer of remorse 
reduced Barry’s obsessive resolve.  Instead, he busied his 
brutal scalpel with evermore “improvements”: 

•	 Tarret 935 coilover front suspension and Smart 		
	 sway bars (’08)
•	 Billy Boat exhaust and front mounted engine oil 		
	 cooler (’10)
•	 Getrag G50 5-speed trans, Turbo halfshafts 		
	 and wheel bearings, and Smart Racing wheel 		
	 bearing reinforcement plates (’11)
•	 Fuel Safe cell, Momo quick-disconnect wheel, 		
	 Recaro Profi XPG seats, Schroth 6-point belts,		
	 fiberglass roof panel and lexan backlight (’12)
•	 Carbon fiber Rennspeed 935 front clip, 935-style 	
	 double-element rear wing with “tea-tray” decklid, 	
	 front splitter with Rhino lip and full repaint 		
	 with Chrysler “Deep Cherry Red Crystal” (’13)
•	 Rebuilt the G50 trans with Albins gears, Guard 		
	 LSD, Kennedy clutch pack, lightened Patrick 		
	 flywheel and Hargett shifter, and rebuilt the 964		
	 motor with Pauter rods, Porsche competition 		
	 pistons, and titanium valve springs and retainers 		
	 (’14)

	 In ‘17, rumors of Flakbau’s grisly plight drifted 
to my audition.  The horror, the insanity of her affliction 
touched me to my very bones.  I began a search for the 
secretive Barry, and after many false leads and dashed 
hopes, detected his refuge in green Connecticut.  I traveled 
there to meet the perpetrator.  He was as pleasant to me as 
Genghis Khan to a foreign emissary, but having passed the 
heads on lances while entering the city gates, I could augur 
the consequences of a misstep.  After extended negotiations, 
and conscientious appeals to sanity and concepts of fiscal 
decency, I, Bruce Kopitz, an inappropriate and antithetical 
saviour, liberated Flakbau from the grease-stained 
fingertips of her captor.  I cannot begin to recall my every 
machination, every sly methodology I employed to end her 
excruciating servitude, except once again, that mysterious 
“Czech” played a part.  At that time, my intentions were 

(continued on page 41)

http://porscheannarbor.com
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The Pit and the Porsche (continued)
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24hr legends

pure – freedom for the beleaguered victim!  But those hips 
– oh, those wide, welcoming hips!  And that pinched waist 
that Barry had so ruthlessly wasted to the merest of 2,400 
pounds!  Why did I feel the need – nay, the compulsion - to 
strap Flakbau to the floor of my lorry for the journey west?  
What ruthless thoughts beguiled my boiling brain – costly 
thoughts!  I fought them for a thousand miles, but, by dawn 
and the welcoming chiaroscuro of my colonial redoubt, 
I was hopelessly, incurably MAD!  I released Flakbau’s 
bindings, only to push her, with all remaining fervor, into 
the inhospitable confines of a locked outbuilding.  Fevered 
dreams besieged my fitful sleep that night.  And the next 
day, despite all interior protestations and resolutions of 
surcease, I resumed the macabre experimentations of 
Doctor Barry.  What compels a man, or a monster, to reject 
all the finer intuitions of his God-given spirit?  I hesitated 
not at all to slash and flay and append:

•	 A 616 watt Alpine entertainment system, FIAMM 	
	 air horns, Michelin Z-rated Pilot Sport 2’s, dash-		
	 mounted 12V and USB power plugs, windshield 	
	 wipers, chromed tail pipes, 4-wheel street/		
	 track alignment with corner weighting (’17)
•	 New Eibach springs (reduced by 100 pounds per 	
	 corner), rebuilt and revalved JRZ shocks, a TPC		
	 water-to-air intercooler with front-mount 		
	 radiator, rebuilt gauges and improved HV 		
	 system (’18)
•	 A gas fume containment system and LED 		
	 projector headlamps (’19)
•	 Brey-Krause driver’s seat fire extinguisher and 		
	 mount, rebuilt Brey-Krause seat sliders, a 		
	 windshield washer system, Lloyd’s scripted mats 	
	 and period-correct Porsche hood crest, and new 		
	 roll cage padding (’20)
•	 A replacement 27 gallon Fuel Safe cell and new 		
	 fuel pump, Teflon-cored fuel lines wrapped in		
	 stainless steel braid, and retorqued the 			 
	 entire vehicle (’21)
•	 Reconditioned the BBS E28 wheels, rebuilt and 		
	 powder-coated all calipers, replaced all brake 		
	 discs and lines, installed a dashpot idle 			 
	 mechanism, upgraded the gauge illumination		
	  to LED, and completed the HV system (’22)		
		

	 After a long day of unanesthetized alterations, 
it is late.  I ask myself, with the unabridged candor that 
ambulates at the elbow of guilt, what have I done to 
myself, and what to her?  Is it worth four hundred and 
twenty horsepower and three hundred eighty-five pound-
feet of torque?  Hell, yes – NO!  With trembling hands, I 
slouch alone, in a lachrymose suffusion of dim morning 
light, contemplating a dismal future.  I must stop.  It is time 
to stop.  I need to stop.  But I cannot stop.  Where is my 
wallet?  Where is that parts store?  Where are my keys?  
FLAKBAU!!! n

http://detroitwatchcompany.com
http://precisionautonovi.com
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Business Meeting Minutes* (10/05/2023) by Fred Young

Call to Order: 7:07 p.m. by President Howard Gilson
Agenda Approval: Moved by W.C. and L.M. to approve 	
	 the agenda. Motion passed.
Minutes: Moved by S.C. and M.M. to approve the 		
	 September minutes. Motion passed. 
Financial: Jim Williams - There was no financial report 		
	 because of computer and programming problems.
Membership: Lisa Molzon - Membership is at 1293 and 	
	 holding steady. Walter Crump has volunteered to work 	
	 with Lisa on ideas for new members.
Insurance: Steve Carbary - Needed for  Fall Color Tour 		
	 and Street Survival.
P-4: Michael Cohen - The October issue looks great!
Webmaster: Howard Gilson - The 65th Anniversary 		
	 photos can be viewed on the website by clicking on 		
	 the 65th Anniversary logo.

OLD BUSINESS:
September 9: DE #4 at Waterford: Steve Carbary - It 		
	 was average attendance with good weather.
September 10: 65th SEM Anniversary Party: Howard 	
	 Gilson - A great time was had by all and everything 		
	 went smooth. A recap is in the October P4.
September 16: Ladies Drive: Lisa Molzon - A dozen 		
	 ladies enjoyed the drive. Lunch and shopping was in 	
	 Chelsea.
September 17: Drive your Porsche Day:  No report. 
Sept. 22-23: *Detroit Concours d’Elegance: Fred Young 	
	 - It was an enjoyable event with nine SEM members 		
	 displaying their Porsches. Three entrants won trophies
Sept. 29 - 1: American Speed Festival: Marc Molzon - It 	
	 was a fabulous event with great cars.
October 21: Fall Tour: Lucas Phan - He has driven the 		
	 route and is checking out a cider location.
November 4: Street Survival School: Marc Molzon - 		
	 Thirteen students have committed and are still in need 	
	 of coaches.
November 10: Membership Dinner: Lisa Molzon - She 	
	 presented an overview of the evening plans.

December 16: Holiday Party: Howard Gilson - An ad is 	
	 in the P4. 
December ?: Holiday Lights Drive: Howard Gilson - 		
	 Howard will explore the possibility of a Holiday 		
	 Lights Tour and a dinner with junior members in 		
	 mind.
January and February Future Events: No comments.

NEW BUSINESS:
It was moved by F.Y. and W.C. to eliminate the Goodie 
Store Chair because of exiguous sales. Motion passed.
It was moved by M.M. and J.W. to purchase meals for the 
planning meeting session. Motion passed.
Trophies were shown for the 2024 Picnic and Concours.
Event Reports: Fred Young - Needed for the Progressive 	
	 Dinner, Picnic and Concours, 65th Anniversary Party 	
	 and Drive your Porsche Day.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:55 p.m. -  Moved to adjourn by 	
	 M.M. and S.C. Motion passed. 
Next Meeting Location: Howard Gilson’s - 
	 Thursday, November 2, 2023

Respectfully Submitted: Fred Young - 10-6-23  
*Subject to ratification at the next Board Meeting 

OCTOBER 5, 2023

In attendance: 
In attendance: Board Members: Howard Gilson, Fred Young, Lisa Molzon, Steve Carbary, Jim Williams, Walter Crump, Mark Molzon, and Lucas Phan. 
Guest: Michael Cohen. Absent with notice: Chris Bohr and Mark VanderEyk

Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  
Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

SEM/PCA Member Anniversaries

49	 Jeffery & Joel Topf
43	 Harry & Mary Kurrie
35	 David & Evelyn Horton
31	 Joel Topf		
31	 Mike & Mary Vigilanti
29	 Gary & Patricia Ambrus
28	 Jay & Trish Keranen
27	 Miles & Debra Singer
25	 Daniel Richards	
24	 Bruce Becker		
22	 Michael & Joanne Olboy
21	 Gord Heidinger & 
		  Leah Welch
19	 Karsten & Laura Lies
17	 Steve Carbary		
15	 Andy & Lucy Rosenberg
11	 Dan McClung		
11	 Paul Zlotoff & 
		  Mike Harris
10	 M. Todd Schiller & 
		  Laurel Charnas
9	 Todd & Reggie Goldman
8	 Bruce & Kay Weber
7	 Jed Yaish & 
		  Christine Van Damme
6	 Manaki Iwamoto	
6	 David & Ellen Moellering
6	 Chris Peppo		
6	 David & Susan Sears
5	 William George		
5	 Andrew Vincent	
5	 Dennis Jr. & Michelle Wygocki

4	 Jason & Megan McClellan
4	 Ronald Mills		
4	 Paul Patonis		
4	 Gary Sowpel		
4	 Jane & Marc Trahan
4	 Ron Willmowitz	
3	 Jeffrey Cartwright	
3	 Richard Fermion	
3	 Robert & Mike Harris
3	 James  Holland	
3	 Sean Stillwell		
2	 Martin Espinosa	
2	 Waldo Kleinhans	
2	 Randall & Jennifer Laurence
2	 Alexander Rink	
2	 Aleksander Shikhman	
2	 Thomas Snudden	
1	 Larry & Sue Butterfield
1	 Ralf Deinlein		
1	 Albert Dib		
1	 Jill Dworin 		
1	 Paul Wolfert		

58	 Lewis Moorman	
57	 William Block & Freda Giblin
47	 C Cooper & Gary Mack
45	 Peter Gladysz & Judith Lipinski
44	 Barrett Wayburn & Kip Vota
44	 Clemens & Arndt Weierstahl
35	 Bruce Gearns & Donna Lober
28	 Kashayar Honarkhah & 
		  Trish Buckley
28	 Christopher Murphy	
25	 George & Pamela Cornwell
25	 Bhavin & Sandhya Patel
25	 Fritz & Deborah Praus
22	 Anthony Deblasio	
22	 Gary Mason & Ashley Supinsky
21	 Greg & Patricia Little
21	 Wolfram & Deborah Walter
20	 Walt & Matt Magon
19	 Ronald & Aimee Bogucki
19	 Ervin & Ervin Jr. Partain
19	 Jonathan & Maria Wallevand
18	 Michael & Roxanne Glovis
18	 Gregory & Cheryl Spinazze
14	 Walter & Sabrina Crump
14	 Mike Rains		
13	 Thomas & Robyn Christen
13	 David Wadowski	
11	 Peter Sinclair		
10	 Bob & Athena Carson
10	 Craig & Sheila Kellogg
10	 Lyle Otremba		
10	 Raymond & Sharon Rahi

9	 David Baiocco		
9	 Allan & Sarah Skoropa
9	 George Vasu & John Stone
9	 Frank & Nichole Weith
8	 Bruno & Kathy Cote
7	 Daniel Sandberg & Dawn Flint
7	 Jeff & Megan Spearin
7	 Richard & Linda Vance
5	 Chrissy & Megal Crowe
5	 John Else II		
5	 Daniel Garrett		
5	 John & Tawn Otrhalek
5	 Mitch Sparks & Sally Joyce
4	 Tom & Camilla Wiethorn
3	 Michael Lamb		
3	 Vivien Martinage	
3	 Mike & Aaron Preuss
3	 Andrew Soontharotoke	
2	 Jeff Curtis		
2	 Chris Deconcilus & 
		  Megan Cassel
2	 Nathan & Jill Kibler
2	 Paul & Lea Ann Losin
2	 Douglas Welko		
2	 Chuck Wheeler	
1	 Greg Dansbury & Emily Maves
1	 Richard & Myles Kessler
1	 Kanon Lefief		
1	 Todd Loiselle		
1	 Michael Mcmullen		
1	 Jerome Stocking

Wally Abdal
Joe Assi

Dean Carbis

Robert Daniels (Transfer)
Daniel Markey

Welcome New Members:

NOVEMBER 2023

YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s)

DECEMBER 2023
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SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 
either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 

Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  
for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA P4, c/o Michael Cohen, 25545 Hereford Drive, Royal Oak, MI 48067

Submit all ads to michael@sem.pca.org

THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS

“It’s not just the cars, 
it’s the people”

COPYRIGHT 2019 PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

FOUND: 
Red YETI   
Was left at the Picnic and Concours

FOUND: 
Blue “SPORTSCAR TOGETHER”
Water Bottle   
Was left at the 65th Anniversary Celebration

To reunite, members can contact Lisa Molzon at 248.318.1570

FOR SALE: 
2015 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4S: 

Black w/ Espresso leather. 7 speed manual. 
All-wheel drive. 65,936 miles. Very 
good condition. Recent service. $72,500. 
Contact Michael at 248-227-8604 or email 
michael@sellyoursportscar,net (10/23)

FOR SALE: 
2008 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4S: 

Arctic Silver w/gray leather interior. 7 
speed manual. All-wheel drive, 75,931 
miles. 19” Turbo wheels. Michelin Pilot 
Sport 4 S tires. Heated power seats, sport 
chrono. Lowered, Bilstein shocks, cold air 
intake, Alpine Advanced NAVI, protective 
film. Recent service. $54,997. 
Contact Michael 248-227-8604 or email 

michael@sellyoursportscar.net (10/23)

FOR SALE: 
1965 PORSCHE 356 C CABRIOLET: 

Signal Red with black interior and new 
black top. Chrome wheels. numbers 
matching engine 1720 cc’s. Very good 
condition, Runs great. 114,000 miles. 
$125,000. 
Contact michael@sellyoursportscar.net or 
call 248-227-8604 (10/23)

FOR SALE: 
2008 PORSCHE 911 TURBO CABRIOLET: 

Midnight blue metallic, two tone 
blue leather interior, gray convertible 
top. 6-speed manual. 23,000 miles. 
Outstanding condition. $94,750. 
Contact Michael 248-227-8604 or email 
michael@sellyoursportscar.net. (11/23)

FOR SALE: 
2013 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA S: 

Agate gray metallic w/Luxor beige leather. 
PDK, PASM, 20” Carrera classic wheels, 
sports seats plus, much more. Excellent 
condition. 54,108 miles.$69,500. 
Contact Michael 248-227-8604 or email 
michael@sellyoursportscar.net (11/23)

LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

18 n P4 n  MARCH 2023

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY ROBERT TARCHINSKI  -  SEM MEMBER

A Red Boxster and the 
PCH Road Trip of a Lifetime

Perhaps no other highway in America has appeared on 
as many “most scenic” lists as California’s Pacific Coast 
Highway (PCH).  While Route 66 is more historic and the 
Dragon’s Tail section of US 129 is more thrilling, even 
the most inexperienced United States road tripper is likely 
to recognize a photo of the breathtaking squiggle of road 
tucked along the Pacific coast. 

Opened in 1937, Highway 1 runs 655 miles from its 
southern terminus in Orange County to its intersection with 
US-101 north of San Francisco.  Its most scenic section 
is the 90-mile stretch between Carmel by the Sea, on the 
Monterey Peninsula, and San Simeon north of San Luis 
Obispo. 

This past March, my wife Nita and I took a road trip from 
San Diego to San Francisco and back.  Given the natural 
beauty of the route, combined with our passion for sports 
cars, we decided that a typical airport rental car simply 
would not do.  Instead, using Turo, we found a 2014 Boxster 
6-speed in Guards Red for rent in San Diego.  In the midst 
of another brutal Michigan winter, this seemed to be the 
perfect car for our coastal road trip.  We were so focused on 
driving fun that we booked our rental car far in advance of 
making any lodging arrangements! Priorities!

For those unfamiliar, Turo is a peer-to-peer car rental 
program that offers 24/7 support and roadside assistance.  
This program allows one to rent a much broader range 
of vehicles than might be available through a typical car 
rental company.  Booking a vehicle on the app is a snap and 
insurance through State Farm provides extra peace of mind.  
A quick search of the app reveals numerous Porsche cars 
(https://turo.com/us/en/car-rental/united-states/porsche).  
For example, if you are traveling to Jersey City, NJ you can 
rent a 2015 911 Turbo S Cabriolet for $809 per day.  If you 
happen to find yourself in Texas, you can try out a 2022 
Taycan for $299/day and if you venture to the Bay Area and 
want to have a shark encounter of the most pleasant kind, 
you can hop into a 1987 928 S4 for $179/day. 

Our Boxster rented for $120 per day and our five days 
of rental usage included a 1,200 mileage allotment.  We 
considered this to be quite reasonable given the current 
prices of more conventional rental cars.  We ended up 
covering roughly 1,600 miles in five days meaning we 
incurred charges of 60 cents per mile for the additional 400 
miles.  That added cost was roughly equivalent to a nice 
night out.  For us, it was worth every penny. 

We picked up the Boxster at the owner’s apartment in San 
Diego.  Turo requires that owners and renters take pre-trip 
photos and complete a condition report before taking the 
car.  A pre-trip drive with the owner is typically required to 
ensure that you are proficient in the operation of the manual 
transmission, though presenting my PCA membership card 
convinced the owner of my Porsche experience, and we 
ended up forgoing the test drive. 

Our trip itinerary was as follows 

Monday 

Morning: Picked up the Boxster, put down the top and 
explored Coronado Island in San Diego.  We got excellent 

1

Always looking for interesting
automotive and 

Porsche related articles for 
P4 publication.

Idea starters
Track days, collectibles, 

road tours, 
my first sports car or Porsche,

races, museum visits, 
car shows,

Porsche repairs or restoration, 
etc. 

Please consider 
writing a P4 article

for the education and enjoyment
of your fellow SEM members.

Contact
Mark Vander Eyk 

at
P4@sem.pca.org

Be a P4 Contributor
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ARTICLE BY MATT NAHASS  -  SEM MEMBER AND FOUNDER OF CRYO CLEAN AUTOMOTIVE

Tales of Events Past #2

ARTICLE BY DENNIS DENYER - NATIONAL LIAISON

Over the years, Southeast Michigan Region has held a 
number of competitive driving events ranging from Rallies, 
Gymkhanas and Autocrosses to full-on track events.  Each 
relies on its own level of skill and nerve, some are low speed 
while others are higher speed on race tracks.  My most 
memorable of these was a gymkhana that was held not by 
Southeast Michigan Region, but by our sister organization; 
The Motor Cities Gruppe 356 club.  Many of our members 
are also MCG members and Gymkhanas were the first of 
the competitive driving events that most of us old-timers 
participated in.  

The Motor Cities Gruppe put on a very large 356 event called 
The East Coast Holiday in Harbor Springs and it attracted 
356ers from throughout the East, Florida to Boston.  These 
are multi-event weekends that go on for three or four days, 
kind of a mini-Parade.  A fellow member, John McConnell, 
proposed something that he called a “Funkhana” and 
asked me to help him.  Now John does have something 
of a twisted mind as you will see.  The event was held in 
a very large parking lot at Nubs Nob Ski Resort and the 
course layout involved hundreds of pylons to set the tight 
course.  Participation required a co-driver in the passenger 
seat and each team ran two times with the driver and co-
driver switching positions.  This was a timed event.

The first maneuver required the driver to go straight for 
approximately 50 feet, a 90 degree turn to the left, another 
50 feet and a 90 degree turn to the right then continuing 
approximately 100 feet and a stop.  Next, the driver was 
required to reverse a 90 degree turn to the left and back 
into a tight 
“garage” outlined 
with pylons.  
The driver was 
required to back 
all the way into the 
garage, clearing 
the “door” but not 
hitting the back 
wall of pylons.  If 
any pylons were 

touched, a one second penalty was assessed, if you knocked 
over a pylon, a five second penalty was assessed.

Once the course worker indicated that you had fully entered 
the garage and stopped, you were given the go-ahead to 
continue, exiting the garage with a 90 degree turn to the 
left.  There, you entered a slalom of five pylons, entering 
from either side.  After negotiating the slalom, another 
turn to the right, another 100 feet and a stop.  There, you 
negotiated a parallel parking maneuver.  After exiting the 
parking spot, the driver approached a stage where the co-
driver was given the loop of a rope.  The other end of the 
50 foot rope was attached to a tri-pod.  The passenger was 
required to hold only the loop with their right hand and that 
hand had to remain outside of the car, this was to prevent 
the co-driver from “shortening the rope”.  Then, the car had 
to drive in a 360 degree circle to the right without the rope 
hitting the ground or pulling over the tripod.  Each time the 
rope touched the ground, a one second penalty was applied, 
if the tripod was pulled over, a 30 second penalty was 
given.  After negotiating the circle, the co-driver dropped 
the rope and the driver ran through a second slalom of five 
pylons and through the finish line.

We had two sessions for this event, one in the morning and 
one in the afternoon and each session had approximately 
twenty or twenty-five cars entered. A drivers and co-
drivers meeting was held and after showing the course on 
a large board, we took the participants on a “course walk” 
showing everyone where the course ran and explained each 
maneuver, especially the garage.  At the end of the walk, 

John answered 
any questions 
and told the first 
couple to go to 
their car.  Then, 
John said, Wait!!!  
Did I mention the 
blindfold???”  For 
the first maneuvers 
from the start thru 
to stopping in the 
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P6er’s at Georgia Treffen

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY PAULA TRENDOV

Georgia Treffen On Our Minds

1

The 2023 Treffen at the Barnsley Resort in Georgia was 
another great P6er’s adventure together, one that almost 
did not happen for all of us.  Kiro and I got in pretty early, 
Tom and Christine Grabowski also were able to chime in, 
but Dale and Marilyn Goby were put on the waiting list 
because Treffen was full in less than 5 minutes.  We made 
our choices for the driving tours and then kept our finger 
crossed that Goby’s would be able to join us.  Our wait 
wasn’t too long, due to Dale’s e-mail persistence they were 
able to get in.  

We were all meeting at the Barnsley Resort since Dale and 
Marilyn were going to vacation a few days before at his 
cousin’s cabin in Ellijay, GA and Tom and Christine were 
flying in from their winter stay in Florida.  Our biggest 
concern was the weather, but thankfully it was the best 
week ever.  All the foliage was in full bloom and the fresh 
smell of spring filled our heads.  So too did the pine pollen 
for our allergies, but it did not stop us one bit.

Porsche registration was at 3 pm where we collected our 
goodie bags and then explored the beautiful grounds of the 
resort.  Our first evening the Barnsley Resort welcomed all 
the Porsche enthusiasts with a social consisting of amazing 
hors d’oeuvres outside in the Beer Garden which did not 
disappoint with a selection of poached gulf shrimp, short 
ribs wellington, Asian style ahi tuna, pimento cheese fritter, 
artichoke tempura mushrooms and of course beverages.  
Once we had our fill, the P6er’s engaged in a friendly 
competition of bocce ball to round out the evening because 
morning comes early for a hearty breakfast before the 
driving tours.

We could not all get the same tour times for the next two 
days but we all got to see the Coker Tire Museum and 
the Savoy Museum.  For me personally, I liked the Savoy 
Museum because it was new and I did not smell gasoline 
walking in the door.  It’s probably a guy thing, just saying.  
One thing about the Coker Museum was that it was an 
actual working restoration garage, which I did admire and 
we could see inside the areas where workers made parts and 
repairs.  The Savoy, on the other hand, was pristine clean 
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Las Vegas to the Canyon:
A Road Trip through the Desert

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY PATRICK COLEMAN

1

Sin City. 

24/7 lights, booze, gambling, and other unmentioned forms 
of debauchery.  It’s also in close proximity to two amazing 
southwestern landmarks and is worth a desert road trip. 
Upon landing at Harry Reid International Airport, I flagged 
a cab to my hotel on the Vegas Strip.  In past visits, I’ve 
always loved the Wynn, however this trip I decided for a 
change of scenery and checked into the Aria Hotel.  After 
dinner at Joe’s Seafood in the Forum Shops at Caesars 
Palace for stone crabs, it was time to head back to my room 
for a restful evening. 

I awakened the next morning energized by the rising sun 
over the surrounding mountains.  Around 9 am, I headed 
to Enterprise Exotics to pick up a 2023 Porsche 911 
Carrera Cabriolet.  The rental facility was just 1.5 miles 
from the strip and the onsite representative Paul was very 
accommodating.  After some brief small talk, Paul – noting 
I was a long time Porsche owner, gave me 150 free miles 
and knocked 50% off any over mileage.  It felt better than 
being dealt an ace and face card in blackjack!  Now the real 
adventure was about to begin.

I made a left onto Flamingo Blvd and headed to I-215 E 
to jump on southbound US 93.  The scenery got pretty 
spectacular as I headed past Henderson towards Boulder 
City.  Traffic was light, the weather a bit cool, but no 
worries.  The sun was beaming and the roar of the twin 
turbocharged flat-six in the 992 had me grinning!  After 
a 36-minute drive and pulling into an overlook or two, I 
reached Exit 2 for the Hoover Dam Access Rd. 

After passing through a security checkpoint (no drones nor 
firearms allowed), I parked the P-car and climbed stairs 
(there’s also a ramp) to proceed to the Mike O’Callaghan-
Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge.  Situated above the Colorado 
River, the bridge is a pretty breathtaking sight, carrying 
US 93 over the river.  It also connects Nevada to Arizona.  
Being on the pedestrian viewing area next to the roaring 
traffic on the highway is a bit surreal and unnerving.  Once 
on the viewing portion, you can literally walk to both 
neighboring states.
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Porsche Trip
of a Lifetime

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY BOB AMANO - SEM MEMBER

 It all started with a phone call from Dave Renner.  
He and his son, Matthew, were going to Germany to 
participate in the official Porsche 75th Anniversary 
activities at the Porsche Museum and at the Hockenheim 
Ring.  Matthew had to leave for work on Sunday, June 11th, 
and Dave asked if I would like to join him for an eight day 
tour of Germany, Austria and Switzerland visiting some of 
his Porsche friends, RUF, the Switzerland Porsche Club 
75th Anniversary gathering, various Porsche Museums, the 
Mercedes Museum and the Porsche factory tour.  Before I 
could finish telling Marilyn about the phone call, she said 
“You’re going!!” and she offered to get my suitcase even 
though the departure date was over a month away.

 After attending the local 75th Porsche Anniversary 
Event at the M1 Concourse on Saturday evening, I was on 
a plane to Frankfurt, Germany the next day.  Dave met me 
at the airport and we were then off to Zurich, Switzerland 
to visit his friend Marco, who happens to be a long time 
remote Southeast Michigan Region member.  We went to 
Marco’s office/museum/small parts storage area to catch 
up on the latest Porsche news.  I had met Marco several 
years ago at the LA Literature and Swap Meet.  We went 

to Marco’s underground warehouse the next day to see his 
cars and more Porsche parts.  Marco bought long time SEM 
member Bill Lovett’s Champagne Yellow 1965 Porsche 
911.  Marco showed us a NOS (new old stock) Porsche 910 
fiberglass body and chassis parts.  Marco also has a 356B 
Roadster, a 914 and a 1968 Soft window 911 Targa.

 Wednesday we went to Pfaffenhausen, Germany 
to visit RUF Automobiles.  Alois Ruf and Dave had met 
many times over the years and he treated us like family.  
Alois and his wife Estonia gave us a tour of his vehicle 
workshop and manufacturing facility showing us each step 
of the assembly process for the RUF vehicles they produce.  
The new CTR Anniversary model has a carbon fiber body 
that looks like a 911, but is slightly larger in all dimensions 
than the original 1987 CTR.  The design was tweaked by 
former SEM member and designer Freeman Thomas, who 
now resides in California.  The engine is a bespoke 3.6 L 
twin turbo with 710 HP.  Alois also has a Porsche certified 
service center across the roundabout from his showroom / 
manufacturing facility.  Here, Dave was able to lift the bare 
CF shell of the CTR.  After having lunch with Alois, his 
wife Estonia and a customer from Thailand, we were taken 

1
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ARTICLE BY MATT NAHASS  -  SEM MEMBER AND FOUNDER OF CRYO CLEAN AUTOMOTIVE

Dry Icing Detailing
Undercarriage Care for Your Classic!

With any luck, a world-class Michigan spring is just around 
the corner.  Time to revisit and massage that laundry list of 
to-dos planned for your Porsche(s) this year.  You might be 
thinking of entering some local shows, or maybe getting to 
a few more Cars & Coffee events in 2023.  Some folks are 
looking forward to that first ignition after a long restoration, 
while others are definitely thinking about long, winding 
road trips.  What about maintenance and mods?  Maybe it’s 
time to finally get that new clutch or buy that set of wheels 
you’ve had your eye on.  At a very minimum, so many of us 
are simply counting down the days to that first hand-wash 
in the driveway.  As they say, “A clean Porsche is a happy 
Porsche”.  Who are “they”?  I have no idea, but I’m sure 
they say it. 
 
When most folks think about cleaning a car, it’s all about 
interior, body, wheels, tires, etc.  You stock up on your 
Griot’s, Meguiar’s, Adam’s or other preferred supplies and 
devote a weekend to blinding onlookers with a benchmark 
shine.  Maybe you even peek under the hood to spruce 
up the bits for your own satisfaction or to impress at an 
upcoming show.  For a few hard-core enthusiasts among 
us, the cleaning process might also involve a power washer, 
a swimming pool of water, a bathtub of Brake-Kleen , an 
endless supply of shop rags, a few dozen tooth brushes 
– not to mention a chiropractor and a healthy chunk of 
our remaining lives.  Why?  Because we’re tackling the 
undercarriage, brake corners, wheel wells, and inner 
wheels/barrels - areas most of the motoring public routinely 
ignores.  “Out of sight, out of mind”, as the gen-pop says. 
But hey, we’re just built . . . differently, right?

Picture courtesy of 
griotsgarage.com

Well, what once was considered insanity by the masses 
is steadily finding a welcome embrace in the broader 
world of enthusiasts, spurred on by the meteoric rise 
in popularity of Bring a Trailer, the online motoring 
enthusiast auction site that finished 2022 with over $1.35B 
in sales, dwarfing traditional players like Mecum, RM 
Sotheby’s and Gooding & Co.  If you’ve ever browsed a 
BaT auction, you’ve undoubtedly come across hundreds of 
hi-res pictures that most always include dozens depicting 
immaculate undercarriages, wheel wells, etc. – images 
that belie the true age of many higher mileage offerings.  
These undercarriage views have provided a welcomed 
additional level of transparency to perspective world-wide 
buyers, corroborating respectful stewardships historically 
documented with ample proof of uninterrupted maintenance 
history.  Buyer reception to these transparent efforts by 
sellers helped propel BaT to a 63% year-over-year sales 
increase* from 2021!

Pictures courtesy of bringatrailer.com

Of course you don’t have to be selling your car to justify 
devoting time and energy into cleaning these historically 
hidden areas.  Honestly, it really doesn’t matter what you’re 
cleaning - car, lawn mower, hand tools, barbeque grill – 
most would agree that regular cleaning will ensure efficient 
operation and extend any product’s life.  Since most of 
us are in for the long-haul with our Porsches, a thorough 
cleaning and preservation regimen just makes good sense.  
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Join the Porsche Club of America (PCA) 
and the Southeast Michigan (SEM) Region

PAYING ONLINE:
•	 Join PCA at (www.PCA.Org/User/Join/Membership) 

and have your credit card and car’s VIN (vehicle 
identification number) or serial number handy.

•	 Enter all required information, including payment 
information, and submit your application.

PAYING BY MAIL:
•	 Download application at: 
	 (www.PCA.org/Join-Porsche-Club-America).
•	 Have check or credit card handy and enter all 

required information. PCA Region is SEM.
•	 Make your check payable to “Porsche Club of 

America, Inc.” If paying with credit card, write your 
information in the space provided.

•	 Mail your application and payment to: PCA National 
Headquarters, P.O. Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045

IF YOUR PORSCHE IS ON ORDER:
•	 If your Porsche is on order and you do not have your 

VIN number yet, print the application, fill it in and mail 
it along with a copy of your Porsche sales order to 
PCA National Headquarters at the address above. 
You may also fax them to (410) 381-0924 
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Our Service 
Department is Open 

7:00am-7:00pm 
Monday thru Friday 
Call for appointment 

248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

PCA CLUB MEMBER 
Service Discount

10% OFF
WITH COUPON*

(*some exclusions apply)

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when order is written.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Tax, shop supplies and environmental charges are extra.

http://fred-lavery.porschedealer.com/
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Mark Vander Eyk, P4 Editor

604 Cherry Tree Lane

Rochester Hills, MI 48306

24792 Crestview Ct.
Farmington Hills,

MI 48335

248•682•7755
nikolasmotorsport.com

45108 Woodward Ave., Pontiac, MI 48341

Excellence
Since 1987

• All Scheduled Maintenance
• IMS Bearing Replacement
• Four Wheel Alignment
• Engine & Transmission 
   Repair/Replacement
• Brakes & Suspension
• General Repairs
• Air Conditioning
• Fabspeed Dealer
• Noelle Performance 
   Tuning

DRY ICE DETAILINGDRY ICE DETAILING
Now Scheduling 

http://nikolasmotorsport.com

